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Me en 0 Reaſon and Religion, 


PART "i 


Manner I could, both my Principles and Prac- 
tice ; and anſwered ſome of the moſt Impor- 
tant, as well as the moſt Common Objections to 


each. But I have not yet delivered my own Soul, I 


believe it is ſtill incumbent upon me to anſwer o- 


ther Objections, particularly ſuch as have been urged 

by thole who are efteem'd Religious or Reaſonable | 
Men. ; 
Theſe partly whats to the Do@rines I teach, partly 

to my Manner of teaching them, and partly tothe -.-- 
 Efees which are ſuppoſed to follow from teaching 
_ theſe Doctrines in this Manner. _ | 
I. 1. I will briefly mention what thoſe DoArines are, 

before I conſider the Objections againſt them. NW?ĩ 
all 1 teach reſpects either The Nature and Condition 
of Juſtifcation, The Nature and Condition of Salva- 
tion, The Nature of Juſtifying and Saving Faith, or 
The Author of Faith and Salvation. 


2. Firſt, 1 he Nature of Juſtification. It Gate 


times means, A Our N at the laſt Pay. Eut ” 


7 © Met Ad 27. VF 
3 this 


-C&Y 


this 15 altogether out of the dehnt Queſtion : That 


Juſtification whereof our Articles and Homilies ſpeak, 


meaning Preſent Forgiveneſs, Pardon of Sins, and con- 


- ſequently Acceptance with Gop: Who therein b . 
clares his Righteouſneſs or Mercy, by or for the Remiſ- : 


fron o, HF the Sins that are þhaſt, ſaying, {will be merci- 


ful 4 thy Unrighteouſueſs, and thine  Iniguities [ will 5 


remember 0 more. 


I believe, © the Condition of tis, is Faith: * 
mean, not only, That without Faith, we cannot be 


Juſtified ; but alſo, that as ſoon as any one has True 5 | 


Faith, in that Moment he 1s juſtified. 


- Good Works follow this Faith, but cannot go be⸗ 
yy fore it: Much leſs can Sandtification, which implies, 
a continued Courſe of Good Works, ſpringing from 
Holineſs of Heart. - But it is allowed, that Entire 

© SanRiification goes before our Juſtification at the Laſt 


Day. 


It is allowed alſo, that “ Repentance and * Fr nit Dy 
meet for Repentance, go before Faith. Repentance 
abſolutely muſt go beſore Faith : Fruits meet for it, if 
there be Opportunity. By Repentance, I mean, Con- 
viction of Sin, producing Real Deſires and Sincere 
Reſolutions of Amendment: And by Fruits meet for 
- Repentance, h Forgiving our Brother, i ceaſing from 


evil, doing good, * uſing the Ordinances of Gop, and E 


in general 1 obeying him according to the Meaſure of 5 
Grace which we have received. But theſe, I cannot 
as yet, term Good Works ; becauſe they do not ſpring : 


from Faith and the Love of Gov. 


By Salvation I mean, not barely, according to 

* vulgar Notion, Deliverance from Hell, or going to 
Heaven: But a Preſent Deliverance from Sin, a . 
ſtoration of the Soul to its Primitive Health, its Ori- 
ginal Purity; A Recovery of the Divine Nature; 
The Renewal of our Souls after the Image of Gov, _ 
in — and True — in Jaitice, Merey = 


b Rom. 111. 25. e iv. 5.68 * Lakes oh 43. 7 |; 


2 Heb. xii. 14. i f Mark * 15. 8 Matt. iii. 8. 


= Matt. vi. 14, 15. 1 Luke ii, 4 9. He. . Matt. 


| vil 7. - Matt. XXV. 29. 


and c 
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| and Truth. T his „pier all Holy and Massen Tem- 


pers, and by Conſequence all Holineſs of Converſation. 
Now, if by Salvation we mean, a preſent Salvation 

from Sin, we cannot ſay, Holineſs is the Condition of 

it. For it is the Thing itſelf, Salvation, in this Senſe, 


and Holineſs are Synonimous Terms. We mutt there- 
fore ſay, We are ſaved by Faith. Faith is the ſole 
| Condition of this Salvation. For without Faith we 
cannot be thus ſaved. But whoſoever believeth, is 


1 ſaved already. 


Without faith \ we cannot EP thus red For we 


dan't rightly ſerve Gov, unleſs we love him. And 


we can't love him, unleſs we know him; neither can 
we know Gop, unleſs by Faith. Therefore Salvation 


Faith, is only in other Words, The Love of 
op by the Knowledge of Gop: or, The Recovery 


of the Image of Gov, * a true ſpiritual Alesi. 
u tance with him. 
ä general, is, a Divine, Supernatural 

| paß 


xo of Things not ſeen, not diſcoverable by our Bo- 
dily Senſes, as being either Paſt, Future or Spiritual. 


[- Pu Hing Faith implies, not only a Divine Y, That 

| GOD avas in Chriſt, reconciling the World unto himſelf, 
but a ſure Truft and Confidence, that Chriit died for 

n Sins, that he loved me and gave himſelf for me, 
And the Moment a penitent Sinner believes this, Gop 
. pardogs and abſolves him. 7 — 


And as ſoon as his Pardon or Juſtification iS witneſt 


to him by the Holy Ghoſt, he is ſaved. He loves Gop 
and all Mankind. He has the Mind that aas in 


} Chriſt, and Power to walk as he alſo walled, From 
that Time (unleſs he make Shipwreck of the Faith) 
Salvation gradually increaſes in his Soul. For / is the 


Kingdom of GOD, eas if a Man fhould caft Seed into 


5 the Ground. And it ſpringeth up, firſt the Blade. then | 


1 the Ear, after that the full Corg in the Ear. | 

F. The firſt Sowing of this Seed, I cannot conceive 
do be other than Inſtantaneous: Whether I conlider 

Experience, or the Word of God, or the very Na- 
ture of the V 1 enen not for a 


a Boie or Convifien,.. 5 
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Circumſtance, but che Subſtance; if you can attain it 
another Way, do. Only ſee that you do attain it; 
for if you fall ſhort, you periſh everlaſting]y. | 


This Beginning of that Vaſt, Inward Change, a 


uſually term'd The New Birth. Baptiſm 3 is the outward. 
Sign of this inward Grace, which is ſuppoſed by our 
Church, to be given with and thro? that Sign to all 


Infants, and to thoſe of Riper Years, if they repent 


and believe the Goſpel. But how extremely idle are 
the Common Diſputes on this Head ? I tell a Sinner, 
My You muſt be born again.” © No, ſay you, He 


was born again in Baptitm, Therefore he cannot be 


born again now.” Alas! What trifling is this? What 


if he was then a Child of Gor ? He is now manifeſtly 


a Child of the Devil. For the Works of his Father 
he doth. Therefore do not play upon Words. He 
muſt go thro' an entire Change of Heart. In one 
rot yet baptiz'd, you yourſelf would call that CORD 
The New Birth. In him, call it what you wil 
ut. remember meantime, That if either he or you die 
without it, your Baptiſm will be ſo far from profiting. 


you, that it will greatly increaſe your Damnation. 


6. The Author of Faith and Salvation 1s Goo a- 


lone. It is he that works in us both to will and to 
do. He is the Sole Giver of every Good Gift, and 


and the Sole Author of every Good Work. + There 


is ro more of Power than of Merit in Man; but as 
aj] Merit is in the Son of Gov, in what he has done 
ard ſuffered for us, ſo all Power is in the Spirit of 
Gon. And therctore every Man, in order to be- 

| lieve unto Salvation, muſt receive the Holy Ghoſt. 
This is effentially neceſſary to every Chriſtian, not in 

| order to his working Miracles, but in order to Faith, 
peace, Joy and Lore, „the | Ocdivary Frui ts of the 


| : Spirit. 


Altho' no Man on Earth can explain che Pariical: 7 


1 wherein the Spirit of Gop works on the 
Soul, yet whoſoever has thete Fruits, cannot but know | 
| and "feel that Gop has wrought them in kis Heart. 
Sometimes, He acts more particularly on the Un- 
derſarding. opening or gory 3 it, (as the Scripture 
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ſpeaks) and revealing, unveiling, diſcovering to us the 
deep Things of GOD. = | 


Sometimes he acts on the Wills and Affections of 
Men; withdrawing them from Evil, inclining them to 
Good, inſpiring, (breathing, as it were) Good Thoughts | 
into them: So it has frequently been expreſt, by an 
eaſy, natural Metaphor, ſtrictly analogous to N . 


web ea, Spiritus, and the Words uſed in moſt Modern 
Tongues alſo, to denote the Third Perſon in the Ever- 
bleſſed Trinity. But however it be expreſt, it is cer- 
dain, all true Faith, and the whole Work of Salvation, 
every Good Thought, Word and Work is altogether 
buy the Operation of 2he Spirit of GOD. | 


II. 1. I come now to conſider the Principal Objee- 


tions, which have lately been made againſt theſe Doc- 


I know nothing material which has been objected, 
nas to the Nature of Juſtification : But many Perſons ſeem 
to be very confuſed, in their Thoughts concerning it, 
and ſpeak as if they had never heard of any Juſtification, 
antecedent to that of the Iaſt Day. To clear up this, 
there needs only a clofer Inſpection of our Articles and 
HFHomilies; wherein Jaftification is always taken, for the 
Preſent Remiſſion of our Sins e 


But many are the Objections which have been warm- 


|  Iy urged, againſt the Condition of Juſtification, Faith = 
Alone: Particularly in two Treatiſes, the Former inti- 
tled, The Notions of the Methodiſts fully diſproved: The 


be- Second, The Notions of the Methodiſts farther diſprove? 
04H. 7 In both of which it is vehemently affirmed, I. That 


e IN tis is not a Scriptural Doctrine. 2. That it is not the 
ith, Doctrine of the Church of Eachend.. 8 8 Hh 

the It will not be needful to name the Former of theſe 
any more; ſeeing there is neither one Text produced 
1. therein, to prove this Doctrine Unſcriptural, nor one 
the Sentence from the Articles or Homilies, to prove it 
now contrary to the Doctrine of the Church. But ſo much 
of the Latter as relates to the Merits of the Cauſe, 1 
Un- will endeavour to c nſider calmly, As to what is Per- 
„, | 323 8 


eat) 


5»;ĩ - 6 


Lu, 


i= | (6) 
Is  fonal, I leave it as it is. GOD be merciful to me, a 
= 8 % ny 8 
oY 2. To prove this Doctrine Unſcriptural, That“ Faith 
8 © alone is the Condition of Juſtification,” you alledge, 
FF That © SanQtification, according to Scripture, muſt go 
11 before it:“ To evince which, you quote the follow- 
IN ing Texts, which I leave as I find them: à Go, diſciple 
* all Nations — teaching them to obſerve all Things, æuhat- 
foever IT have commanded them. b He that beliemeth and 
1 is baptized ſpall be ſaved. © Preach Repentance and 
ms . Remiſſion of Sins. d Repent and be baptized every one of 
| | you, for the Remiſſion of Sins. © Repent and be. converted, 
| | that your Sins may be blotted out. * By one Offering be 
1 hath pen fected for ever them that are ſanfifird. Vou 


. ec Py 
ahve. 
oy — 5 


* 


| add, © St. Paul taught 5 Repentance toward GOD, aud 

| Es « Faith toward our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; and calls h R- 

1 * pentance from dead Works, and Faith toward God, 

| EʒꝙuiI„, Eo oe oi. 

Vou ſubjoin, ut ye are waſhed, ſays he, but ye are 
* « ſanctiffed, but ye are juſtified. By ævaſbd is meant 

their Baptiſm; and by their Baptiſm is meant, firſt 
LE: their Sanctification, and then heir Juſtification.“ This 

* is a flat begging the Queſtion; you take for granted, 

me very rom which you ought to prove. St. Peter. 
|! allo, you ſay, affirms, that Baptiſin doth ſave us or 
| J juſtify us.“ Again, you beg the Queſtion : You take 

3 for granted what I utterly deny, viz. That /ave and 

, Juſtify are here Synonymous Terms. Till this is prov'd, 

pou can draw no Inference at all; for you have no 

Foundation whereon to build, co. 

I conceive theſe and all the Scriptures which can be 
quoted to prove SanEtification antecedent to Juſtification, 

| (if they do not relate to our Final Juflification) prove 
only (what I have never denied) That Repentance, or 

Conviction of Sin, and Fruits meet for Repentance, pre- 
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ö cede that Faith whereby we are juſtified : But by no 
| Means, that the Love of God, or any Branch of True 
* HFolineſs, muſt or can precede Faith. e 
Matt. xxviit. 19, 20. 0 Mark xvi. 16. © Luke j* 
* j 
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"We © | 
* CC 


* conſequently a Condition of it. 
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3. It is objected, Segel, That julliceation by 
Faith alone, is not the Doctrine of the Church of En- 
5 gland 8 
„ You believe, ſays the Writer abovemention- d, that 

no Good Work can be previous to Juſtification, nor 


But Gop beprai,'d, 
our Church has no where deliver'd ſuch Aeorinable 
Doctrine? Page il. | 
The Clergy contend for Inward Holinek, as pre- 
vious to the Firſt Juſtiſication— This is the Doctrine 
they univerſally inculcate, and which you cannot op- 
pole without contradicting the Doctrine of our 
Church.“ Page 26. 
All your ſtrongeſt perſuaſives to the Love *. Gow, 
will not blanch over the Deformity of that :. 9c- 
trine, That Men may be juſtihed—by Faith alone 
_ Unleſs you pablickly recant this horrid Dodrine, , 
your Faith is van.) Page 27 
If you will vouch ife to purge out this ver90zs 


(c 


6c 


(c 


part of your Principles, in which the abe, eferticl, 


„ fundamental, i, reconcileable Dif erence, as you very 75 


juſtly term it, mainly conſiſts, then there will be ſound 


« ſo far no Diſagreement between you and the Clergy 

of the Church of England. ibid. | | 

In order to be clearly and fully ſatisfied, what the 

bea ne of the Church of England is (as it ft ands op- 

polite to the Doctrine of the Aulinoinians, on the one 
Hand, and to that of Ju/iification by Works on the 
other) J will Gmply ſet down what occurs on this Head, | 


either in her Liturgy, Articles or Homilies. 


* Spare Thou them, O Goo, which confeſ 5 75 Ir 
& Faults: Reſtore thou them that are penirent, according 
* tothy Promites declared unto Mankind | in Chriſt J eſu, 
«our Lord. | 
: 5 a pardoneth ad abſolveth al them that truly re- 
pent and unfeigredly believe his holy Goſpel.“ 
Almighty Gop, who doſt forgive the Sins of thenk 
that are penizert, create and make in us new and 
contrite Hearts; that we: worthily lamenting our Sins 
and acknowledging our Wretchedneſs, may obtain, of 
** thee perfect Remiſſion and Forgiveneſs, thro' 
' Chriſt our Land.“ 5 Collect for 4 9 Wh 


Jeſus 5 


a. 


. 


ce Almighty God—hath oromifet \Pargivench of 
/ Sins to all them that with hearty Repentance and tine 
% Faith turn unto him.“ Communion Ofiice. 
„Our Lord Jeſus Chrift hath left Power to abſolve 
« all Sinners who 7 ly repent and believe in him.“ Vi. | 
ſitation of the Sick. 
Give him unfeigned Repentance and ſtedfaſt Faith, 
that his Sins may be blotted out.” 1. 
He is a merciful Receiver of all true, penitent Sin- 
ners, and is ready to pardon us, if we come unto him 
15 With faithful Repentance.” Commination Office. © 
lafants indeed our Church ſuppoſes to be ſuſtiſted 
in Baptiſm, altho* they cannot then either believe or 
_ r#þent. But ſhe expreſly requires both Repertance and 
Faith, in thoſe who come to be baptized when they 
are of Riper Years. 5 
As earneſtly therefore as our Church inculeures. juffi- 
ſication by Faith alone, ſhe nevertheleſs ſuppoſes Re; eu- 


trance to be previous to Faith, and Fruits meet for ; 5 A 


Fentance : Vea, and Univerſal Holineſs to be previous 


to Final Juſlification, as evidently appears — — fol- 


lowing Words: 

5 "0 . us beſeech I t the Reſt of our lik 
70 may be pure and holy, f that at the laft we may 

come to his eternal ſoy.” Ab/olution. ; 

May we ſeriouſly apply our Hearts to that Holy = 

0d Rave Wiſdom here, which may in the End 


bring us to Life everlaſting. * 7 ifitation of the Sick. 


Raiſe us from the Death of Sin unto the Life f 
1 Righteouſneſs,— that at the Jaſt Day we may be 
. found acceptable in thy Sight.” Burial Office. 
lf we from henceforth walk in his Ways, —ſeeking 8 
* always his Glory, Chriſt will ſet us on "ms Right - 
| Hand. » Communation Office. | 
5. We come next to the Articles of our Church: | 
The former Part of the Ninth runs as: 5 | 


07 Original « or Birth Sin. 


EY, | Original Sin—is the F ault and Corruption of the : 
** Nature of every Man—whereby Man is very far gone 


. 4s * from * 3 and is of his own Na-- 


e ture 


cc 


(9) 


- tare indined to'Evil, fo that the Fleth luſteth always. 


contrary to the Spirit : And therefore in every Per- 
ſon born into this World, it deſerveth Gov 5 Wrath 53 


and Damnation.“ 


A R P; N. of Free Will. 
1 The Opindition ot Man after the Fa! ] of Alem 15 


* ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his 


own natural Strength and Good Works to Faith and 
calling upon Gon. Wherefore we have no Power 


to do good Works, ple? ſant and acceptable to Gov, 


without the Grace of Gop by Chrilt preventing us, | 


that we may have a good Will, and working with us 


when we have 8525 ou Will.” 


AK T. Xt. o the 7 of Mean. 


6c we are desde Righteous before Ge d, only for 
* the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chritt dy 


Faith, and not for our own Works or Delervings. X 


| Wherefore that we are juſtified by Faith only, is a 


moſt wholeſome Doctrine, and very full of Comfort, 


* ag more largely 1 is expreſsd in the Homily of Jules | 
* cation,” 


1 believe this Article relates t to "the Mer Horious © 10e : 


| of Juſtifcation, rather than to the Corazon of it. Gn 
this therefore I do not build any 1 ting e concerning it, 
but on thoſe that follow. Tg 


A R . XII. | Of Good Works. | 


« Albeit that Good Works which are the Fruits of L- 
Faith and follow after Juilification, cannot put away 
our Sins—yet are they pleaſing and acceptable to 


« Gop in Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceffarily of a 
true and lively Faith: Inſomuch that by them a live- 
ily Faith may be as evidently known, as a Tree may 


* be known by the Fruit.” 
We are taught here, 1. Þ hat Good Warks | in n general, | 


Follow after Juſtifcation. 2. That they /þrins out of a 


true and uvely . chat FRG 9 we are juſti - 


hed: - 
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fied: That true, juſtifying Faith may be as evi- 


dently 3 by them, as a Tree diſcerned by the 


Fruit. 


Does it not follow, That the mpponeg any Gort'Werk 


to go before Juſtification, is full as abiurd as the ſup- 
poſing an Apple or, any other Fruit to grow before the 


195 plainly. 


Tree! 
hunt let us hear the Church, | heaking * more 
ART. XIII. 05 Works 4 before Jaffa. 


ce Works tone before the Grace of Chriſt and the 
Inſpiration of his Spirit, (i. e. before Juſtification, - as 


aſmuch as they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſu Chrift— 
Vea rather, for that they are not done as Gop hath. 
| willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt 


not they have the Nature of Sin.“ 


Now, if all Works done before Juſtification, "=, 


the Nature of Sin, (both becauſe they ſpring not of 
Faith in Chriſt, and becauſe they are not done as Gop 
| hath willed and commanded them to be done) What 
becomes of Sanctification previous to Juſtification ? It is 
utterly excluded: Seeing whatever is previous to Juſti- 
fication, is not Good or Holy, but Evil and Sinful. 


Altho' therefore our Church does frequently aſſert, 


5 T hat we ought to repent and bring forth Fruits meet 


for Repentance, if ever we wou'd attain to that Faith, 


whereby alone we are juſtified : Yet ſhe never aſſerts 


(and here the Hinge of the Queſtion turns) That theſe are 


Good Works, fo long as they are previous to Juſlifeation. | ; 
Nay ſhe expreſly aſſerts the direct contrary, 472. That 
they have all the Nature of Sin. | 
rid, Scandalous, Wicked, Abominable, Venomous, _ 

"mM Blaſphemous Doctrine,“ is nevertheleſs the SF: 

: of the Church of England. 8 | 
6. It remains, to pore FOR ts occurs in the SY . 

; milies, firit with regard to the Meritorious Cauſe * « 
dodur Juſtification, agreeable to the 11th, and then with 

regard to the Condition of it 

5 and 3 Articles. TIE e 


, agrecabls, to the 12th. 


">< 


3 06 T heſe 


the Title expreſſes it) are not pleaſant to Gop, for- 


So that this Hor- 


£ 
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WE. Theſe Things muſt go together in our Juſtificatj- | 


on; upon Gop's Part, his great Mercy and Grace; 
upon Chriſt's Part, the Satisfaction of Gop's Juſtice; 


and upon our Part, true and lively Faith in the Merits 
of Jeſus Chriſt.” Homily on Salvation, Part I. 
„ So that the Grace of 2.6 doth not ſhut out the 
Wh Rr (or Righteouſneſs) of Gop in our Juſtification; 


ut only ſhutteth out the Righteouſneſs of Manas 


3 to ae ering our Juſtification.” 


therefore St. Paul declareth nothing on the 


Behalf of Man, concerning his Juſlifcation, but only 
a True Faith?“ 


And yet that Faith doth not ſhut out Repentance, : 


doing 


Hope, Love, to be join'd with Faith (that is, after- 
 evards : 


Neither doth Faith ſhut out the Righteouſneſs of our 
Good 


it excl 


ſee below) in every Man that is juſtified — 


Works, neceſſarily to be done afterzxvads. But 


udeth them ſo, that we may not do them to 
this Intent, to be made juſt (or, to be Jared) by. 


N 1 K 


Wm Grhat we are * by ois, hs 1s ſpoken, 
-H to take away clearly all Merit of our Works, and 
Wholly to aſcribe the Mer. 7 and Dejerving of our Jaſti- - 
- fication unto Chriſt only.? 1b Part II. 


% The true Meaning of this Saying, We be Suſi ho 


a by Faith only, is this, We be juttfied by the Me- 


reits of Chriſt only, and not of our own Works,” 5 
7 Did, Part III. 


Thus far touching the Mer -itorious Cauſe of our 


= ſuſtification ; - refer'd to in the 11th Article. The 12th 


and 13th are a Summary of what now W with 


regard to the Condition of it. N 
Of (Juſtifying) True Faith, three Things are ſpecial- 


$ ly to be noted, 1. That it bringeth forth Good Works, 


2. That r ae it can no Good Works be done. 3. | 


4 What 


Good Works it doch \ bring forth.“ Sermon 


4 on Faith, Part I. | 
i Wh: Without Faith can no Good Work be done. 
accepted and pleaſant unto Gop. For r a Braune 


cannot 
4 copt a 
in me. 


bear Fruit of itſelf, faith our Saviour Chriſt, ex- 
abide i in the Vine, ſo cannot you, except you able 
F ——_ hos Life to the Soul ; ;. and. they be as 


5 muck. 
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much dead to Gop that lack Faith, as they be to 


the World, whoſe Bodies lack Souls. Withoat Faith 
all that is done of us, is but dead before Gon. Even 
as a Picture is but a dead Repreſentation of the Thing 
_ itſelf, ſo be the Works of ail unfairhful (unbelieving) 
| Perſons before Go. They be but Shadows of lively 
and good Things, and not good Things indeed. 


For true Faith doth give Life to the Works, and 
without Faith no Work is Good before Gop.“ 7zbid. 


. 
« We muſt ſet no Good Weste before Faith, 


nor tkink that before Faith a Man may do any Good 


Works, For ſuch Works are as the Courſe of an 
Torſe that runneth out of the Way, Which taketh 


great Labour, but to no Purpoſe.“ bid. 
Without Faith we have no Virtues, but only the 


; Shadows of them. All the Life of them that lack 


the true Faith 15 Sin.“ 15. 


As Men firſt have Life, 400 after be nouriſhed, 7 
ſo muſt our Faith go before and after be nouriſhed 
with Good Works. And Life may be without Nou- 


riſhment, but Nouriſhment cannot be without Life.” 
_ Homily of Works annex*d to Faith, Part J. 


Ie can ſhew a Man, that by Faith without Works | 
| lived and came to Heaven. But without Faith never 
Man had Life. The Thief on the Croſs only beliey- : 
ed, ard the moſt merciful Gop juſtified him. Truth 
it is, if he had lived and not regarded Faith and the 


Works thereof, he ſhou'd have loft his Salvation a- 


gain. But this I ſay, Faith by itſelf ſaved Him. But 


Works by themſelves never Jaltified any Man.“ 


Good Works go not before, in him which hn 
afterward be juſtified. But Good Works do follow af- 
ter, when a Man is firſt Jang.” ve * ny on Fa- 


ing, Part I. 


8. From the whole Tenor los of fs 1 . 
ticles and Homilies, the Doctrine of the Church of X 


5 1 appears to be this: 


That no Good Work, properly fo called, can no. 


before Juſtification : 


2. That 20 Degree of Trae SanRtfication can be 5 


previous to it. N | | 7 
4 


„„ tothe 


F wy 


8 — 


9 * 

4 VV „ 
7 . That as the Meritorious Cauſe of Juſtification is, 
The Life and Death of Chriſt ; ſo the Condition of Its 
is Faith, Faith Alone; and 

4. That both Inward and Outward Holineſs, are 
conſequent on this Faith, and are the rang: Stated 
Condition, of Final Juſtification, 


And what more can You deſire, Who bare hither- 
to . Fuſtification by Faith Alone, merely upon a 
Pete of Conſcience ; becauſe you was zealous for 
Holineſs and Good Works? Do I not effectually ſecure 
theſe from Contempt, at the ſame Time that I defend 
the Doctrines of the Church? I not only allow, but 
vehemently contend, That none ſhall ever enter into 
Glory, who 15 not Holy on Earth, as well in Heart, as 
in all Manner of Converſation, 1 cry aloud, Let al! 
that have believed, be careful to maintain, Good Mor r: 
And, Let every one that nameth the Name of Chriſt, de- 


4- part from all Iniguity. I exhort even thoſe who are 


_ conſcious they do not believe, Ceaſe to do Evil, learn 
to do avell : The Kingdom of Hraves | is at Hand ; there- 
fore repent, and bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance. 


1] Are not theſe Directions the very ſame in Subſtance, = 


which you yourſelf would give to Perſons fo pt 
ſtanced? What means then this endleſs Strife ef 15 ords 
Or, avhat dath Your arguing reprove? 
10. Many of thoſe who are perhaps as zealous of 
Good Works as you, think I have allow'd you too much. 
 — Nay, my Brethren, but how can we help allowing it. 
if we allow the Scriptures to be from GOD? For is it 
not written, and do not you yourſelves believe, Vith- 
out Holineſi no Man jhall fee the Lord? And how then, 
without fighting about Words, can we deny, That 
Holineſs is a Condition of Final Acceptance? And, as 


F- to the firſt Acceptance or Pardon, does not all Expe- 


trience as well as Scripture prove, That no Man erer 
yet truly believed the Gojpel, who did not firſt repcat 2 
That none was ever yet truly conwinced of Rightcouſuels, 
who was not firſt convinced of Sin *Repentance therefore 
in this Senſe, we cannot deny to be neceflarily pre- 
vious to Faith. Is it not equally undeniable, That 
the running back into * wilful Sin, (ſuppoſe it 

| | Were 
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were Drunkenneſs or Uncleanneſs) ſtifles that Repen- 
tance or Conviction? And can that Repentance come 
to any good Iſſue in his Soul, who reſolves Not to for- 
give his Brother? Or who obſtinately refrains from what 
God convinces him is right, whether it be Prayer or 
hearing his Word? Would you ſcruple yourſelf to tell 
one of theſe, © Why, if you abi thus drink away all 
„ Conviction, How ſhou d you ever truly know Vour 
„Want of Chriſt? Or conſequently, believe in Him? 
Ef you vill not forgive your Brother his Treſ- 
e paſſes, neither will your Heavenly Father forgive You 


your Treſpaſſes—If You wil not ask, how can you 


expect to receive ?—If You a not hear, how can 
% Faith come by hearing? It is plain, You grieve the 
«© Spirit of GOD ; You avill not have Him to reign 
over You. Take Care that he do not utterly depart 
from you. For unto Him that hath, ſhall be given - 
« But from him that hath not, i. e. uſes it not, ſhall be 
46. taken away even that which he bath.“ Wou'd you 
ſcruple, on a proper Occaſion to ſay this? You cou'd 
not ſcruple it, if you believe the Bible. But in ſaying. 
this, You allow all which I have ſaid, viz. That pre- 
vious to Juſtifying Faith, there au‘ be Repentance, 
and if Opportunity permit, Fruits meet for Repen- 
Zance. pl > ot 5 
11. And yet J allow You this, That altho' both Re- 
pentance and the Fruits thereof are in Some Senſe ne- 
ceſſary before Juſtification, yet neither the one nor the 
other is neceſſary in the /ame Senſe or in the ſume De- 
gree with Faith, Not in the /ame Degree. Fer in 
whatever Moment a Man believes (in the Chriſtian Senſe _ 
of the Word) he is juſtified, his Sins are blotted out, 
is Faith is counted to him for Righteouſneſs. But it is not 
ſo, at whatever Moment he repents, or brings forth any 
or all the Fruits of Repentance. Faith Alone therefore 


juſtifies ; which Repentance alone does not; much 


| leſs any outward Work. And conſequently, none of 
' theſe are neceſſary to Juſtification, in the ſame Degree 
Nor in the me Senſe. For none of theſe has ſo 
Direct, Immediate a Relation to Juſtification as Faith. 
This is Proximately neceſſary thereto ; Repentance, _ 
e Toronto 


M0 (15) 

| Remotely, as it is neceſſary to the Increaſe or Conti- 
nuance of Repentance. And even in this Senſe, theſe 
are only neceſſary, on Suppoſition=if there be Time 
and Opportunity for them: For in many Inſtances 
there is not: but Gow cuts ſhort his Work, and Faith 
prevents the Fruits of Repentance. So that the Gene- 
ral Propofition is not overthrown, but clearly eſta- 
| bliſhed by theſe Conceflions ; and we conclude ſtill, 
both on the Authority of Scripture and the Church, 
That Faith Alone is * Proximate Condition of Juli 


9 2 ” 


III. . I was once inclined. to believe that none 
wou'd 8 object, againſt what J had any where ſaid 
of the Nature of Salvation. How greatly then was I 
ſurpriz'd ſome Months ago, when I was ſhewn a Kind 
of Circular Letter, which one of thoſe whom he Holy 

, Ghoſt bath made Overſeers of his Church, T was inform- 
ed had ſent to all the Clergy of his Dioceſe ! = Fo. 


Part of it ran (nearly, if not ene) thus : 


« There i is Great Ladiforenton | in 3 up a Sort Ds 


0 98 Religion, as the True and Only Chriſtianity, which 
ain their own Account of it, conſiſts in an Enthu- 
4 ſiaſtick Ardor, to be underſtood or attained by very 
«© few, and not to be practiſed 1 breaking f in 

3 _ the Common Duties of Life. N - | 


0 my Land, what Manner ic Words are | theſe! ' 1 


< 0 cs Candor and Love out of the Queſtion, are they 


Words of Truth? 1 dare ſtake my Life upon it, there is 
* not One True Clauſe in all this Faragraph. | 


2 The Propoſitions contained therein, are theſe : 


1 That the Religion 1 prexch conſiſts in an \ Enthu- 8 
ſiaſtick Ardor: | 5 

2. That it can be attained by very fo: | 

It That it can be underſtood by very few: 

4. That it cannot be 2 7 without breaking in 55 

. upon the Common Daties 8 | ö 

%% 7 „ 


0 16 ) 
* Ard that all this * be ed hah by my own Ac- 


| count of it. 


l earneſtly intrea it your Grace, to review my own 
Account of it, as it ſtands in any of my former Writ- 


ings: Cr to conſider the ſhort Account which is given 


in This. And if you can thence make good any 
one of thoſe Propolitions, I do hereby promiſe before | 
ob and the World, That I will never preach more. 
At preſent I do not well unde! rſtand what your 
Grace means by An Enthuſiaſtic Ardor,” Surely you 
d not mean, The Love of Gop! No, not though a 
Poor, pardon'd Sinner ſhou'd carry it % far, as to 
paws the Lord his Goo, with all his Heart, and with 
«11 his Soul, and with all his Strength! Bat This a- 
lone is the Ardor which I preach up, as the Foundation 
of the True end Only Chriſtianity, T pray Gov, ſo to 
til your whole Heart therewith, that you may praiſe | 
him for ever and ever 
But why ſhould your Grace believe. That the Love | 
| of Gor, can be attained by very Feav ? Or, that it can 
2 £ nde r food by dery Few? All who attain it, under- 
#2::6 it well. And did not He who is loving to eve- 
- Mas deſign, that every Man ſhou'd attain true Love? 
© that all would know in this their Pay, the 1 hings 
that make for their Peace! | 
And cannot the Love both _ Gop and « our Be 
bour be practiſed, æuithout bre: king in upon the Common 
Duties of Life? Nay, can any of the Common Da- 
ties of Life, be rightly practiſed without them? 1 
a pprehend, not. I apprehend I am then laying the 
 T'rue, the Only F oundation for all thoſe Duties, when 
I preach Thou fhalt love the Lord thy GOD with ell. 
| 7 'y Heart, and thy Neighbour, as thyſelf. | ares 
1 With this Letter was ſent (I believe to every 
7 Clergyman in the Dioceſe) the Pamphlet intitled, 
_ Ob/ervations on the Conduct and Behawvicur, of a certain 
Seck, uſually diflinguiſh'd hy the Name of Methodiſts. 
It has been generally ſuppoſed to be wrote by a Perſon, 
Who is every Way my Superior. Perhaps one Reaſon 
why He did not inſcribe his Name was, that his Great- 


8 neſs might not make me afraid: And vat I might 
| have 


ny 


wn Goo e ES. 
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have Liberty to ſtand, as it were, on Even Ground, « 


While I anſwer for myſelf, 


In conſidering, . therefore, ſuch Parts of theſe Ob- 


ſervations, as naturally fall in my Way, I will take 
that Method which, I believe, that Author deſires, 


uſing no Ceremony at all; but ſpeaking as to an E- 
qual, that it may the more ey be diſcern'd, 


where the Truth lies. 


The firſt Query relating to Dottrine, is this + 
Whether Notions in Religion may not be heighten'd 


to ſuch Extremes, as to lead Some into a Diſregard of 
5 e e itſelf, thro* Deſpair of attaining ſuch exalted 
Heights? And whether Others who have imbibed 


thoſe Notions, may not be led by them, into a Diſre- 
gard and Diſeſteem of the Common Duties and Offices 


of Life? To ſuch a Degree, at leaſt, as is incomiſtent 
with that Attention to them, and that Diligence in 


them, which Providence has made. neceſſary to the 


Well-being of Private Families and Public Societies, 


and which Chriſtianity does not only require in all Sta- 


tions, and in all Conditions, but declares at the ſame 


Time, that the Performance even of the loweſt Offices 


in Life, as unto GOD, (whoſe Providence has placed 


| People in their foveral Stations) is truly a Serving of zZ 


' Chrift, and will not . ta of: its Reward in the next 


Wong: 


Vou have interwoven ſo many V Partjealars b in this 8 | 


neral Queſtion, that L muſt divide and anſwer them 8 


one by one. 
Whether Notions in 1 Rei e may not be 


: fe ary to ſuch Extremes, as to lead Sonne into A 


| Dilregard of Religion itſelf? 


3 


A. They may. But that 1 have h heighten' 4 them, bY 
it lies upon you to prove. : 
2. 2. Whether Orhers may not be led into a Dis. 


i regard of Religion, . through. Deſpair of attaining. ſuch p 


_ exalted Heights? 


4. What Heights? The Loving Gov with all our 


Heart? I: believe, this is the moſt exalted Height 
in Man or Angel, But I have not heard, that any | 
have been led into a Diſregard of Religion, through 

Deen of attaining this. 


2. 3. Whether Other: who have imbibed theſe 
Notions. may not be Jed by them, into a Diſregard | 
and Diſeſteem, of the Common Duties and Offices of 
Life? 

A. My Notions : are, © True Religion is the loving 
Gop with all our Heart, and our Neighbour as our- 
ſelves; and in that Love abſtaining from all Evil, and 
doing all poſſible Good to all Men.” Now, it is 
not poſſible in the Nature of Things, That any ſhou'd 
be /ed by theſe Notions, into either a Piſregard or Diſ- 
eſteem of the Common Duties and Offices of Life. 
+ ®, 4. But may they not be /ed by them into ſuch a 
| Degree at leaſt, of Diſregard for the Common Duties 
or Life, as is inconſiſtent with that Attention to them, 
and Diligence in them, which Providence has made 
neceſſary! ? 
A. No. Quite the reverſe. They lead Men to 
diſcharge all thoſe Duties with the fricteſt Diligence 
and cloſeſt Attention. 
2. 5. Does not Chritianity require this Attention 
nd Diligence, in all Stations and in all Conditions ? £ 

. T8. 

2. 6. Does it not deere that the F 
: even of the loweſt Offices of Life. as unto GOD, i: 
truly @ ſer ding f Crit? And will not fail of its nh 
ward i in the next W orld? 

A. It does. But whom are you Sonfbtleg ! Not me. 
For this is the Doctrine I preach continually. 

. Qery the Second. © Whether the Enemy of Chri- 
ſtianty may not find his Account, in carrying Chriſti- 
anity, which was deiignd for a Rule to 7 Stations, 
and 4/7 Conditions, to uch Heights as make it fairly 
Practicable by a vey fee, in Comparifon, or IE - 
by none ? 

I anſwer, 1 The Hi It to which we carry Chri- | 
Rianity (as was but now obſerv'd) is this, Thou ſhelt 
owe the Lord thy GOD with all thy Heart, and thy 
_ Neighbour os thr/eif. 2. The Enemy of Chriſtianity 

cannot find bis Account, in our carrying it to t 
| Height. : You will not ſay, on Reflection, That 
Chriſtianity, even in this Height, is practicable by very 
; ewe, * Tather ty neu,. You vourſelf will 9 W 


o 
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This is a Rule (as Gop deſign'd it ſhould} for all sta- 


tions, and all Conditions. 


Query the Third. © Whether, in particular, the 


carrying the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone to 
ſuch a Height, as not to allow that a Careful and Sin- 


cere Obſervance of Moral Duties is ſo much as a Con- 


dition of our Acceptance with Gop, and of our be- 
ing juſtified in his Sight : Whether this, 1 ſay, does 
not naturally lead People to a Di/regard of thoſe Du- 


ties, and a low Efteem of them; or rather to think 


8 them no Part of the Chriſtian Religion?? 


I truſt Juſtification by Faith alone, has been fo . 
plained above, as to ſecure, not only a High Eſteem, 
but alſo a careful and ſincere Obſervance of all Moral ; 


Duties. | CE 
4. Query the Fourth. ” Whether a due and regular | 
Attendance on the Public Offices of Religion, paid by. 

' Good Men in a ſerious and compoſed Way, does not 
better anſwer the true Ends of Devotion, and is not a 
better Evidence of the Co-operation of the Holy Spi- 
| rit, than thoſe ſudden Agonies, Roarings and Scream 


ings, Tremblings, Droppings down, Roarings and 


1 Madneſfes, into Which their Hearers have been caſt! 8 


J muſt anſwer this Query likewiſe, Part by Part. 
2. 1. Whether a due and regular Attendance on | 


the Public Offices of Religion, paid in a ſerious and 
compoſed Way, by Good [I. e. Well. meaning] Men, 
does not anſwer the True Ends of Devotion? | 


A. I ſuppoſe by Devotion you mean Public Wor- : 


ſhip; by the true Ends of it, The Love of Goo 
„and Man: and by a due and regiler Attendance on 
the Public Offices of Religion, paid in a ſerious and 

compoſed Way, the going as often as we have Oppor- 
tunity to our Pariſh Church, and to the Sacrament 
there adminiſtred. If fo, the Queſtion is, Whether 


this Attendance on thoſe Of ices, does not produce the 


Love of Gon and Man: 4p I anſwer, ſometimes it | 
does: and ſometimes it does not. I myſelf thus at- 
tended them for many Years: and yet am conſcious © 
to myſelf, that during that whole Time, I had no 
more of the Love of Gop than a Stane. And 1 


N knew 5 
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know many Hundreds, perhaps Thouſands, of ſerious 
Perſons, who are ready to teſtify the ſame Thing. 

©, 2. But is not this a better Evidence of the Co- 

operation of the Holy Spirit, than thoſe ſudden Ago- 


nes? 


A. All theſe Perſons, as well as I, can teſtify alſo, 
that this is no Evidence at all of the Co-operation of 
the Holy Spirit. For ſome Years I attended theſe 
Public Offices, becauſe I would not be puniſh'd for 
| Non-attendance. And many of theſe attended them, 
becauſe their Parents did before them, or becauſe they 
 evould not loſe their Character. Many more, becauſe 
they confounded the Means with the End, and fanci- 


ed this Opus Operatum would bring them to Heaven, 


How many Thouſands are now under this ſtrong De- 
luſion? Beware, you bring not their Blood on your 
_ own Head! 5 | 


2. 3. However, does not this Attendance better 


anſwer thoſe Ends, than thoſe Roarings, Screamings, 
Il ſuppoſe you mean, © Better than an Attendance 
on that Preaching, which has often been accompanied _ 
with theſe.” FF nn 
LF anſwer. 1. There is no Manner of Need to ſet 
the one in Oppoſition to the other: Seeing we conti- 
nually exhort all who attend on our Preaching, - to 
attend the Offices of the Church. And they do pry 
amore regular Attendance there, than ever they did 8 
before. 2. Their attending the Church did not, in 
fact, anſwer thoſe Ends at all, till they attended this 
Preaching alſo. 3. It is the Preaching Remiſſion of 
Sins thro' Jeſus Chriſt, which alone anſwers the Tre 
Ends of Devotion, And this will always be accom- 
panied with the Co-operation of the Holy Spirit; 
tho' not always with Sudden Agonies, Roarings, 
Screamings, Tremblings, or Droppings down. Indeed, 
if Gop is pleas'd at any Time to permit any of theſe, 
I cannot hinder it. Neither can this hinder the 
Work of his Spirit in the Soul: which may be carri- 
ed on either with or without them. But, 4. I cannot 
apprehend it to be any Reaſonable Proof, That“ this 
zs not the Work of Gop, that a convinced Sinner 
//J/%%%%%% ĩĩ | 
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ſhould fall into an Extreme Agony, bath of Body and 


Soul, (Journal 3. p. 26.) That another ſhould roar 
for the Diſquietneſs of her Heart (p. 40.) that others 
ſhou'd ſcream or cry avith a loud and bitter Cry, © What 
muſt wwe do to be ſaved? (p. 50.) that others ſhould 
exceedingly tremble and quake (p. 58.) And others, in a 


deep Senſe of the Majeſty 3 Goo, Ban fall pro. 
ſtrate upon the Ground. (p. 5 . 


Indeed by picking out 3 ſingle Word from a 
Sentence, and then putting together what you had 


_ glean'd in Sixty or Seventy Pages, you have drawn a 


terrible Groupe, for them who look no farther tan 
thoſe Two Lines in e Obſervations, But the bare 
Addition of half a Line to each Word, juſt as it ſtands 
in the Place from which you quoted it, reconciles all 
both to Scripture and + Revlon, and the Spectre. am 


vaniſhes away. 


| You have taken into your Account, Rawings, and 
Mzdneſzes too. As Inſtances of the Former, you refer 


to the Caſe of John Haydon, p. 44. and of Thomas 
Maxfield, p. 50. I wiſh you would calmly conſider, 
his Reaſoning on that Head, who is not prejudiced 
in my Favour. © What Influence ſudden and ſharp 
Awakenings may have upon the Body, I pretend not 
to explain. But I make no Queſtion Satan, ſo far as 


he gets Power, may exert himſelf on ſuch Occaſions, 
partly to hinder the Good Work in the Perſons who 
are thus touched with the ſhyrp Arrows of Convicti- 


on, and partly to diſparage the Work of Go D, as if 


1 


it tended to lead People to Diſtraction.? 
For Inſtances of Madneſs you may refer to p. 88, 


1 90, 91, 92, 93. The Words in p. 88. are theſe : 


« T cou'd not but be under ſome Concern, with re- 
gard to one or two Perſons, who were tormented in 
an unaccountable Manner, and ſeem'd to be indeed 
lunatic as well at fore-vexed— Soon after I was ſent 


for to one of theſe, who was ſo ſtrangely torn of the 
Devil, that I almoſt wonder'd her Relations did not 
_ ſay, much Religion hath made thee Mad. We prayed 
_ Gon to bruiſe Satan under her Feet. Immediately _ 


ave had the Petition wwe aſred of him. She cried out 
5 vehemently, 59 He is Bone, he is gone,” and Was fil- 


: led 


— — = — — 
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led with the Spirit of Lowe, and of a ſound Mind. I 
have ſeen her many Times ſince, ſtrong in the Lord. 
When I ask'd abruptly, © What do you deſire now?” 
She anſwer' d, Heaven,” I ask'd, What is in 
your Heart ?** She replied, Go p.“ Iask'd, “ But 
how is your Heart when any Thing provokes you?“ 
She ſaid, By the Grace of Gop, I am not provok- 
ed at any Thing. All the Things of this World paſs 
by me as Shadows.” Are theſe the Words of one 
that is beſide herfelf ? Let any Man of Reaſon judge! 
Your next Inſtance, p. go, ſtands thus 
About Noon I came to V, where I preached 
to a ſmall Company of poor People, on, The Son of 
Man is come, to fave that which is lat. One grey- 
headed Man wept and trembled exceedingly : And 
another who was there (TI have ſince heard) as well as 
two or three who were at the Dewauden, are gone quite 
_ difira&ed; that is (My Expreſs Words are that imme- 
_ diately follow, ſpecifying what it was which eme ac- 
counted Diſtraction) They mourn and refuſe to be 
« comforted, till they have Redemption thro' his 
If You think the Caſe mentioned p. 92, 93. to be 
another Inſtance of Madneſs, I contend not. It was 
becauſe I did not underſtand that uncommon Caſe, 
that I prefaced it with this Reflection, The Fat I 
* nakedly relate, and leave every Man to his own 
That this Madneſs, if ſuch it was, is no more chargeable _ 
upon me than upon you. For the Subject of it had no 
Relation to, or Commerce with me, nor had I ever 
ſeen her before that Heart 
5. Query the fifth. ** Whether thoſe exalted Strains 


Judgment upon it.” Only be pleaſed to obſerve, | 


in Religion, and an Imagination of being already ina _ 


State of Perfection, are not apt to lead Men to Spiritual 
Pride, and to a Contempt of their Fellow Chriſtians ; 
while they confider them as only going on in what they 
call the Hao and imperfe# Way, (i. e. as growing in 
Grace and Goodneſs only by Degrees) Even tho' it ap- 
pear by the Lives of thoſe who are conſidered by them 
as in that Joao and imperfect Way, that they are Perſons _— 
Who are gradually working out their Salvation, by their 


1 (23 3 
". own honeſt Endeavours, and chro · the ordinary Ait 
ances of Gop's Grace; with an humble Reliance upon 
the Merits of Chriſt for the Pardon of their Sins, and 
the Acceptance of their Sincere, tho! Imperfed Ser- 
vices?“ 
I muſt divide this Query too, But firſt permit me 
to ask, What do you mean by thoſe exalted Strains in 
+ Religion ? I have ſaid again and again, I know no 
more exalted Strain, than I will love Thee, O Lord, 
my God:“ Eſpecially, according to the Propriety of 
David's Expreflion 7 Jap Ex intimis viſceri- 
bus diligam te, Domine. 1 his permiſed, let us go on 
Step by Step. | 
2. 1. Whether the preaching of © loving Goa bom 
our inmoſt Bowels,” is not apt to lead Men to Spiritual 


| Pride, and to a Contempt of their Fellow Chriſtians ? 
. A. No: But ſo far as it takes Face, it will N | 
N them to the Duſt. 8 
„ Whether an Imagination of being already i in 
ho A State of Perfection, 1s not apt to lead Men into this Spi- 
be ritual Pride? = 
+ "8 "£1 Hübe Falſe Imagination, ie. zs „ enden 5 
5 pride. 2. But True Chrittian Perfection. is no other 8 
be than Humble Love. 8 
16 Q. 3. Do not as who i imagine they 1 tained 5 
ſe, this, deſpiſe others, as only going on in what they ac- 
il count the /ow and imperfect Way, i. e. as growing in ; 
wn Grace and Goodneſs by Degrees * 

ve, A. 1. Men who ozly imagine they have attained. this. 6 


ble may probably deſpiſe thoſe that are going on in Any 
no Way. 2. But the growing in Grace and Goodneſs by 
yer © © Degrees, is no Mark of a bw and inperfect Way. 
Thoſe who are Fathers in Chriſt, grow in Grace by 
ains Degrees, as well as the New born Babes. 

ina 2. 4. Do they not deſpiſe thoſe who are working | 
itual out their Salvation, with an humble Reliance upon the 
ans; Serie of Chriſt for the Pardon of their Sins, and the 5 

they Acceptance of their ſincere tho“ perfect Services? 

ng in A. 1. They who really love Gop, deſpiſe no Mon 

t ap- But 2. they grieve to hear many talk of thus relying on 
them Cbriſe, who, tho' perhaps they are Grave, Honeſt, Mo- . 

erſons "1 ral Men, yet OE, their own 2 Words aPPears not to love. 


e . 
Gov at all; whoſe Souls cleave to the Duſt, who love 
the World; who have no Part of the Mind that was 
- 20 Chriſt. CO FVV 

6. Query the Sixth. © Whether the ſame exalted 


Strains and Notions, do not tend to weaken the Natural 
and Civil Relations among Men, by leading the Infe- 
riors into whoſe Heads thoſe Notions are infuſed to a 
Diſeſteem of their Superiors ; while they conſider them 
as in a much /ower Di/pen/ation-than themſelves ; tho? 
' thoſe Superiors are otherwiſe /ober and good Men, and 


regular Attendants on the Ordinances of Religion? 


I have mentioned before, What thoſe exalted No- 
tions are: Theſe do not tend to weaken either the? 
Natural or Civil Relations among Men; Or to lead 


Inferiors to a Diſeſteem of their Superiors, even where 
thoſe Superiors are neither Good nor Sober Men. 


Query the Seventh. Whether a Gradual Improve - 
ment in Grace and Goodneſs is not a better Foun- 
dation of Comfort, and of an Aſſurance of a Goſpel 
New- Birth, than that which is founded on the Doc- 
trine of a Sudden and Inftantaneovs Change; which, 
if theſe be any ſuch Thing, is not eaſily diſtinguiſhed 
from Fancy and Imagination; the Workings whereof _ 
we may well ſuppoſe to be more ſfrong and powerful, 


while the Perſon conſiders himſelf in the State of one 


is taught in due Time to expect it? 
Let us go one Step at a Time. 


„2 . Whether a Gradual Improvement in Grace 
and Goodneſs, is not a Good Foundation of Com- 


fort? 


A. Doubtleſs it 10 if by Grice dd ee 3 


meant The Knowledge and Love of Gop thro' 


02+ Whether ir be tot 2 Good Foundation of aun 


Aſſurance of a Goſpel New-Birth? _ 


A. If we daily grow in this Knowledge and Love, it is 
a Good Proof that we are born of the Spirit. But 
this does in no wiſe ſuperſede the previous Witne/s 

of God's Spirit with Ours, that we are the Children of 
 __ Gop. And this is properly the Foundation of the Aſ- 
france of Faith. CE gone nll 
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9. 3. Whether this Improvement is not a better 


Foundation of Comfort, and of an Affurance of a 
_ Goſpel New- Birth, than rt which is founded on the 


Doctrine of a Sudden and Inſtantaneous Change? 
A. A better Foundation than t- t! What? 


To what Subſtantive does this refer? According to the 
3 Rules of Grammar, (for all the other Subſtantives are 
— in the Genitive Caſe, and conſequently to be conſi- 


der'd as only Parts of that which governs them) you 


muſt mean, A better Foundation than that Founda- 
tion which is founded on this Doctrine.“ As ſoon as I 
== Ran the -Quelion, - I will endeavour to an- 
n ſwer it. 


Can that Sudden and 8 Cluinge be — 


eafily diſtinguiſh) d from Fancy and Imagination ? 


A. Juſt as eaſily as Light from Darkneſs : Seeing it 


| brings forth with it a Peace that paſſeth all Under- _ 


ſtanding, a Joy unſpeakable, full of Glory, the L 


of Gop and all Mankind filling the Heart, and Power 
over all Sin. 


9D. 5. May we not well ſuppoſe the Workings of 


- Imagination to be more Afrong and poxwer ful in one 
who is taught to expect ſuch a Change? 5 
A. Perhaps we may — But ſtill the Tree is OR . 


by its Fruits. And ſuch Fruits as thoſe abovementi- 


on'd, Imagination was never yet eng enough to pro- 


1 duce, nor any Power, ſave that of the Almighty. 


7. There is only one Clauſe in the Eighth Qyery, - 


which falls under our preſent Enquiry, 


+ They make it their Principgl Employ, wherever 


'Y 5 they go, to inſtil into People A, few favourite Tenets 


of their own; and this with ſuch Diligence and Zeal 


as if the Whole of Chriſtianity depended upon them, 
and all Efforts toward the true Chriſtian Life, with= 


out a Belief of tale Tenets, were vain and inef⸗ 


ſectual. 
1 plead guilty to this Charge: 1 4. make it my 


1 lac pe nay, my whole Employ, and that where- _ 
ever I go, to inſtil into the People, a few fax ourite _ 
Tenets. (Only be it obſcrv'd, they are not my own, 
but his that ſent me) And it is undoubtedly true, 
that this 1 do, cho dee 7 Contcious of. my. Want, * 


15 „„  le both | 
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e 
both of Zeal and Diligence) as if the Whole of Chri- 


ſtianity depended upon them, and all Efforts without 
them were void and vain. 


frequently ſum them all up in one, In Chriſt 75, 1 
(i. e. according to his Goſpel) neither Circumciſion a- 
Taileth any Thins nor Uncircumciſion, but Faith which 


eworketh by Lowe. But many Times I inſti} them one 


buy one, under theſe, or the like Expreſſions. Thou 
alt lowe the Lord thy GOD with all thy Heart, and 

 ewvith all thy Mind, and with all thy Soul, and 
ewith all thy Strength: Thou ſhalt love thy N. ciohbour as 
thyſelf; as thy own Soul; as Chriſt loved us. 600 
1 Lowe: and 2 that dæbelleth in Lowe, dabelleth in 
60D, and GOD in Him. Lowe worketh no Ill to his 


Neighbour : therefore Lowe is the Fulfilling of the Low. 
LW hite we hae Time let us do Good unto 47 Men; eſpe- 


rially unto them that are of the Houfhold of Faith, 
I hatſoever ye avould that Men ſhould do unto you, even ; 


Jo. ao unto them. 


Theſe are my „ a and have "OR or 


many Vears. O that J could inſtil them into every 


Sor! throughout the Land! Ought they not to be 
inſlilled with ſuch Diligence and Zeal, as if the Whole 
of Chriſtianity depended upon them ?- For who can 
120 deny, that all Efforts toward a Chriſtian Life, without 
more than a bare Belief, without a thorough Experi- 
_ence and Pradtice of oy are s utter vain. and inef- 
| Fecal ©. 


8. Part of y your! Ninth © Query is to the ſame Effect: 
A few young Heads ſer up their on ebene, 


as the great Standard of Chriltianity : And indulge 
their caun Notions to ſuch a Degree; as to perplex, 


einhinge, terrify and diſtract the Minds of Multitudes 


of People, who have lived from their Infancy under a 

SGoſpel- Miniſtry, and in the regular Exerciſe of a Go- 
ipel-Worſhip. And all this, by perſuading them, that 
they neither are nor can be true e but by 5 
| N to their Doctriness. £ 
What do you mean by their oaun 1 "Their 
ban Notions ? Their Doctrines? Are they not yours 
too? Are they not the Schemes, the Notions, the 
Hockrife es of: Jeſus Chriſt? TE: Great, Fundamental : 
| 1 ruths , 
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Truths of his Goſpel ? Can you deny one of | them» 


without denying the Bible ?—It is hard for you to 
kick againſt the Pricks 
They perſuade (you ſay) Maltitudes of People, 


that they cannot be True Chriſtians, but by adhering 


to their Doctrines.“ Why, who ſays they can ? Who- 


ſoever he be, I will prove him to be an Infidel. Do 
you fay, That any Man can be a true Chriſtian, 


without loving Gop and his Neighbour ? Surely you 


have not fo learned Chriſt ! Tt 15 your Doctrine, as 
well as ine, and St. Pauls, Tab“ I fpeak with the 
| Tongue of Men and Angels, the' 7 have all Knoxwledge, 


cad all Faith; I 1 gewe all my Goods to feed the 
Poor, yea, my Body to be bt nd, and have nit Lowe, £ 


em mnithi NT. 


Whatever Public Worthip, therefore, People may 


| have attended, or whatever Miniftry they have lived 


under from their Infancy, they muſt, at all Hazards, 
be convinced of this, or they periſhi for ever: Yea, 


tho' that Conviction at firit ul tuge them ever o 


much; tho' it ſhould, in & manner, ract them for 


a Seaſon, For it is better that they ſhou'd be perplex'd 
and eerrified now, * they ſhould 4 on and La 
_ wake in [Jell. | | 


9. In the 10, 12, _ 13th Drertes. 1 am not con- 
cernd. But you include me alſo, when you ſay in 


the lich. 85 They abſolutely deny, that Recreations 


of any Kind, ee as ſach, are or can be in- 


nocent.“ 


I cannot fad any | fuch Aſtertion "fin mine, 1 5 


PE: Place you refer to, or any other, But what Kinds 


of Recreation are innocent, it is eaſy to determine by 
that plain Rule, Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever N 


Je do, do all to the Glory of GOD. 


I am now to take my leave of you for the preſent. | 
But firſt I wou'd earneſfily intreat you to acquaint . 


yourſelf what our Doctrines are, before you make any 
_ farther Oëſerwations upon them. Surely, touching the 
Nature of Salvation we agree, That Pure Religion aud 
undeſiled is this, To wifit the Fatherleſs and Widow in 
_ their Afiition, to do all poſſible Good, from a Prins 
- "6-9 of Love to > GoD and Man : and to keep ourſelves 


C2 „ unſpote 
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fonte from the World, Inwardly and Outwardly i to 


to abſtain from all Evil. 


10, With Regard to the Condition of Salvation, it 
may be remembred, that I allow, not only Faith, but 
\irewiſe Holineſs or Univerſal Obedience; to be the 


Ordinary Condition of Final Salvation: And that when 


I fay, Faith alone is the Condition of Preſent Salva- 


tion, what I would affert is this; 1. That without 
Faith no Man can be ſaved from his Sins, can be ei- 
ther Inwardly or Outwardly Holy. And 2. That at 
wat Time ſoever Faith is given, Holineſs commences | 
in the Soul. For that Inſtant, the Lowe of GOD, 


(Which is the Source of Holineſs) 7s ſhed «br oad in cle 
| He. 77. 


Put it is objected by the Author of The N ations of 


the Methodiſts fee dd, St. James ſays, C. 3 


£eith fave kim? I anſwer, Such a Faith as is without 


Worte cannot Hing a Mien to Ileaden. But this is 


quite beſide the preſent Queſtion. 


Vou object, 2. St. Paul ſays, That Faith Ae 
5 erfedt by Lox ve, St. James, That Faith made per- 


El by . c,, is the Condition of Salvation.“ You 


: 7 Final Salvation. 1 . ay. {0 too: But this alſo i is 
beſide the Queſtion. | . 


Lou object, z. That ie Belief of the Goſpel, i 


called the Obedience of Faith, Rom. i. 5. And by 
That what Jſaiab. terms Believing, St. Paul terms O- 
beying. Suppoſe I grant you. both the one and the 
other, what will you infer? 
Pou object, 5. That in one Scripture © our Lord i 


ſtiled The Saviour of them that believe : and in ano- 


ther, The Author of Eternal Salvation, to all them that 
obey him. E. That to the Galatians St. Paul writes, 
Neither Circumciſion availeth any thing, nor Uncircum- © 
ciſion, but Faith which worketh by Lowe : And to the 
2 Corinthians, Circumcifion is nothing, and Uncircumci/ion 
i nothing, but the keeping the Commundments of GOD. 
And hence you conclude, © There are ſeveral Texts 
of Scripture, wherein Unbelief and Diſobedience are 
aeequivalently uſed.” Very true: But can you con- 
1 dude from thence, that we are not Saved oR Faith alone? 


11. You 


8 | 
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You proceed to anſwer _ Texts which I 
had Sond. The Firſt is Eph. ii. 8. By Grace ye 
are ſaved thro Faith, But ay you) Faith does 
not mean Here, that Grace elhecialty ſo call'd, but 
includes alſo Obedience,” Bat how do you prove this? 
That Circumſtance you had forgot: And fo run off 


with a Comment upon the Context; to which 1 have 
no other Objection, than that it 1s nothing at all to 
the Queltion. 


Indeed ſome Time after you "20; 70 It is plan 


chen that Good Works are always, in $t, Paul's Judg- 


ment, join'd with Faith.” (So undoubtedly they. are, 


that is, as an Effect is always join'd with its Cauſe) 


And therefore we are not ſaved by Faith alone.“ 1 
cannot poſſibly allow the Conſequence. | 75 
You afterwards cite Two more Texts, and add, 


 * You ſee mere Faith cannot be a Condition of Ju- | 


ſification,” You are out of your Way. We are no 


more talking now of Juſtification than of Fmal Salvation. 


In conſidering 4:25 xvi. 31. Believe in the Lord Jeſus \,, 


aud thou ſhalt be Javed. You ſay again, Here the 


Word Believe does not ſignify Faith only.—Faith ne- 


deſſarily produces Charity and Repentance ; Therefore, 
theſe are expreſs'd by the Word Belzeve.” i. e. Faith. 


neceſſarily. produces Holineſs, Therefore Holineſs is 


2 Condition of Holineſs. I want farther Proof. 


That Pau] and Silus ſpake unto him the Word of the 


Lord; and that his Faith did 7 the /ame Hour work 


Dy Love; - E tike to be no Proof at all. 

' You then undertake to ſhew, that confeſſing our 
Sins, is a Condition of Jultification, and that a Con- | 
ndence in the Love of Gop, is not a Condition. 
Some of your Words are, This, Good Sir, give 

ne leave to ſay, is the greateſt Nonſenſe and 40 


tradiction poſſible. It is impoſſible you can under- 
fand this Jargon yourſelf, and therefore you labour 
in vain to make it intelligible to others. You ſoar 


aloft on Eagle's Wing, and leave the Poor W to 


ga pe and ltare after you.“ 


This is very pretty, and very lively. But it is no- 


thing to the purpoſe. For we are not now ſpeaking 
| of: Juſtification ; Nether have 1 ſaid one Word of 
PR 0 3 „ „ The. 
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40 The Condition of Juſtification” in- ths whole Tract 9 


to which you here refer. 
In the next Place (ay you) if we are ſaved (finally 


you mean) only by a Confidence in the Love of Goo”? 


— Here I muſt top you again; you are now running 
beſide the Queſtion, on the other Hand. The Sole 
Poſition which I here advance 1s this: True Believers 


are ſaved from Inward and outward Sin by Faith. By 


Faith Alone the Love of Gop and All Mankind is ſhed 


abroad in their Hearts, bringing with it the Mind that 


Was in Chriſt, and producing al Holineſs of Converla- 
don. GERT 


IV. 1. I amnow to conſider, What has been late- 
ty otiefied, with. Regard to the Nature of Saving 


| Faith. 


8 mention d cannot atderſtand how | 


* thoſe Texts of St. John are at all to the Purpoſe.”? 


1 John iii. 1. Behold what Manner of Love the Father 


hath beſtow 'd upon us, that ave ſhou'd be called the Sons 


of GOD. And c. 4. v. 19. We love him, becauſe he 
firſt lowed us. I anſwer 1. Theſe Texts were not pro- 
_ duced in e Appec: :/, by Way of Proof, but of Illuitra- 
tion only. But, 2. I apprehend they may be produced 
zs a Proof, both that Chriſtian Faith implies a Confi- 
denee in the Love of Gov, and that ſuch a Confidence 
het a direct 'Tendency to Salvation, to Holinets bot th 


Heart and Life. 


Behold aubut Me 1 of Lowe the Faths hurk e- 


Roxw'd upon us, that ave fhou'd be called the Sons of 


"COD! Are not theſe Words an Expreſſion of Chriſtian | 
Faith? As direct an one as can well be conceived ? And 
{ appeal to every Man, whether they do not ex preſs _ 


the ſtrongeſt Con kdence of the Lore of Gop ? Your 
un Comment. puts this beyond Diſpute. * Let us 
_ conſider attentively and with grateful Hearts, the great 


| Love and Mercy of Gop, in calling us to be his Sons, 
5 and beitowing on us the Privileges belonging to ſuch.”? 


Do you not perceive, that you have given up the Cauſe ? 


0 You have yourſelf taught us, that theſe Words imply 15 


A denſe of the pew Love ang Merey of Gop, in 


: Share! in it” * 
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5 beſtowing upon us the Privileges belonging. to his 
Sons.“ 
Iuhe Apoſtle adds, Belove l, now are abe the $06) of 
60D; and it doth not yet appear evhat wwe Hall be © 
| But ave know that when he jhall affear, we ſpall be 


like Him; for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 
I ſuppoſe no one will ſay, either that theſe Words are 


* not expreſſive of Chriſtian Faith; or, that they do not 


imply the ſtrongeſt Confidence in the Love of S 
follows, And every Man that hath this Hope in him, pu- 


I rifieth binſelf even as he is pure. 


Hence it appears, That this Faith is is a Saving Faith, : 
that there is the cloſeſt Connexion between this Faith 


and Holineſs. This Text therefore is directly to the 
Purpoſe, in Reſpect of both the Propoſitions to be 


proved. 
The Other is, We love Him, becauſe he fi ft * 


D,. And here alſo, for fear I ſhou'd fail in the Proof, 


You have drawn it up ready to my Hands. 


Soy ſent his only Son—to redeem us from Sin, 15 
by purchaſing for us Grace and Salvation. By which 
Grace we—thro' Faith and Repentance have our Sins 
pardoned— And therefore we are bound to return the 
Tribute of our Love and Gratitude, and to obey him. 

_ _ faithfully as long as we live,” —__ — 
Now, that abe Have our Sins Nara 4 if we a not * 
now they are pardoned, cannot bind us either to Love 
or Obedience. But if we do know it, and by that 
very Knowledge, or Confidence in the Pardoning Love... 
of Gov, are both bound and enabled to love and obey 
him, this is the whole of what I contend for, 


2. You afterwards object againſt ſome other Texts 


Which I had cited, to illuſtrate the Nature of Saving 
Paoaaith. My Words were, Hear believing Fob, de- 
4 claring his Faith, I know that my Redeemer liveth, 1 
here affirm two Things, 1. That 7% was then a Be- 


lever. : 2. That he —_ his Faith in theſe Words, 
And all 1 affirm, You allow. Your own Words are, 


' 6. GOD was pleaſed to beſtow upon him a ſtrong Aſ- 
1 ſurance of his Favour— to inſpire him with a Pro- 


„ phecy of the Reſurrection, ans. that he Nould ave a 


— — - 
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I went on, © Hear Thomas, when having ſeen he 


believed, crying ont, My Lord and my GOD.” Here- 


on you comment chus, »The Meaning of which 1s 
that St. Thomas makes a Confeſhon, both of his Faith 
and Repentance.” I agree with you. But you add, In 

St. Thomas's Confeſſion there 1s not implied an Affarance 
of Pardon.” You cannot agree with yourſelf in this; 
but immediately ſubjoin, “ If it did imply ſuch an Aſſur- 
_ ance, he might well have it, ſince he had an immediate 


Revelation of it from GOD himſelf,” * 


Vet a little before you endeavoured to prove that | 
one who was not a Whit behind the very chief Apoſtles 


had not ſuch an Aſſurance: Where, in order to ſhew 


that Faith does not imply this, you ſaid, © St. Paul 
methinks has fully determined this Point (ü Cor. i iv. 4.) 
I now nothing by myſelf, ſays he, yet am I not hereby juſe 
| tified, And if an Apoſtſe fo illuminated, don't think 
| himſelf juſtined” — Then I grant, he has fully deter- 
mined the Point. But before you: abſolutely fix upon 
that Concluſion, be pleaſed to remember your own Com- 
ment that follows, on thoſe other Words of St. Paul, 
The Life 1 now hoe, I live by Faith in the Son 760, 


who owed me and gave himſelf for me. Your Words 


are, And no queſtion a Perſon Fr RS" with ſuch 
; extraordinary Gifts, might arrive at a very eminent 
Degree of Aſfurance. — 80 he did arrive af a dery 

eminent Degree of Aparance, tho he did mt think bitte 
| Ralf jufified! 
I can ſcarce think you have ml; over that 2 hapter 
to the Colaſſians: File ſurely you would not aſſert, that. 
thoſe Words on which the Streſs lies, (wiz. V bs heth 


delivered us from the Power of Darineſs, and hath 
tranſlated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son: In auh31: 


be hade Redemption thro? his Blood, evcu the Forgive- 
neſs of Sins) do not relate to P. ul and Timothy wio 
wrote the Epiſtle, but to the Colaſſians, to whom they 
wrote.“ I nced be at no Pains to anſwer this; for Pe- 
lently after your own Words are, He hath made Us, 
meaning the e Loans as well "2s. himſelf, meet to be 
Inheritors.“ 


3. You may eaſily 1 = 1 quoted the Coun: 


5 cl of Trent by Memory, not having the Book then oy 
Town, and thank you for corre ting my Mi. 
| | ba 1 


*7 


k 
4 a 


3 


3 
take: But in correcting one, you wake another. For 
the Decrees of the Sixth Seffion were not ** publiſhed 
on the 13th of January 3 che Seſſion itſelf began 


on that Day. 


I cannot help reciting your next Words, altho' they 
are not exactly to the preſent Queſtion. Ry 
The Words of the 12th Canon of the Council of 


Trent are,” 


« If any Man ſhall bay that Juſlifying Faith is no- 


. thing elſe but a Confidence in the Divine Mercy, re- 
3 mitting Sins for Chriſt's Sake, and that this Confidence 


is that alone by which we are JANES, let him . nd 


curſed.“ You add, 


« This, Sir, I am fare is True Doctrine, and per- | 
ſectiy agreeable to the Doctrine of our Church. And 
ſo you are not only anatiematiz'd by the Council of 
Trent, but alſo condemn'd by our own Church.“ 

Our Church holds no ſuch ſcandalous and diſgrace - 
ful Opinion.” — According to our Church, no Man can 
have * the True Faith, who has not a loving Heart.“ 
—Therefore Faith is not a Confidence that any Man's 
Sins are actually forgiven, and he reconciled to Gop.”? 
(What have the Premiſſes to do with the Concluſion !) = 

4. To decide this, Let our Church ſpeak for herſelf. 
Whether ſhe does not ſuppoſe and teach, that every 
particular Believer knows that his Sins are . and. | 
he himſelf is reconciled to Gop. 5 

Firſt then, Our Church ſuppoſes nd: teaches every 
particular Believer, to ſay concerning himſelf, In my 
Baptiſm Twas made a Member of Chriſt, a Chil of GOD, 
and an Inberitor of the Kingdom of Heaven, And 7 
thank GOD who hath called me to that State of Salva- 
tion. And 1 pray GOD that [ way continue in ' the fame, 
to my Life's End. 

Now does this Perſon PRE what he ſays t to be true ? 


Tf not, it is the groſſeſt Hypocriſy. But if he docs, 


83 he knows, that he in particular 15 ee to 
99. 
The next Words I mall quote may be a G omment on 
theſe : May Gop write them in our Hearts! EY 
A true Chriſtian Man is not afraid to die, who. is 
Be Very Member of Chriſt, the Tom's of che 
I olt, 
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| Ghoſt, the Son of GOD, and the very Inheritor of the 


everlaſting Kingdom of Heaven. But plainly contrary, 
he not only puts away the Fear of Death, but wiſhes, 
deſires and longs heartily for it. Sermon againſt the 
Fear of Death.” 1. Part. | 

Can this be, unleſs he has a ſure Confidence that he, 


in particular, is reconciled to GOD ? 


„Men commonly fear Death, firſt becauſe of leaving 
their worldly Goods and Pleaſures. 2. For fear of the 
Pains of Death; and, 3. For fear of perpetual Dam- 


nation. But none of theſe Cauſes trouble good Men, 


becauſe they ſtay themſelves by true Faith, perfect 
Charity, and ſure Hope of endieſs Joy and Bliſs ever- 


_ laſting.” - 76:4, II. Part. 
All theſe therefore have great Cauſe to be full of 
Joy, and not to fear Death nor everlaſting Damnation. 
For Death cannot deprive them of Jeſas Chriſt, Death 
cannot take him from us, nor us from him. Death not 
only cannot harm us, but alſo ſhall profit us and join 

1s to GOD more perfectly, And thereof a Chriſtian 
Heart may ſurely be certified. It is GOD, ſaith St. 
Paul, which hath giver us an Earneſt of his Spirit. As 


long as we be in the Body, we are in a ſtrange Country. 


But we have a De ſire rather to be at home with 
| GOD. ibid. 
ile that runneth may read in all theſe Wofds, the 
Confidence which our Church ſuppoſes, every particular 
Believer to have, that he himſelf is reconciled to GOD. 
To proceed, © The only Inſtrument of Salvation re- 

quired on our Parts is Faith, that is, a ſure Trait and 
Confidence, that GOD both hath and will forgive our 
bins, that he hath a accepted us again into his Favour, _ 
for the Merits of Chriſt's Death and — Second 4 

Sermon on the Paſſion, | 
But here, we muſt take heed hat we do not halt 
with GOD, thro' an unconſtant, wavering Faith. Peter 
coming to Chriſt upon the Water, becauſe he fainted 


in Faith was in Danger of drowning. So we, if we 


begin to waver or doubt, it is to be feared leſt we 
_ ſhould ſink as Peter did: Not into the Water, but into 
the bottomleſs Pit of Hell-fire, Therefore I ſay unto 


| you, that we muſt apprehend. the Merits of Chrilt's 
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Death by Faith, and that with a ſtrong and ſtedfaſt 
Faith: Nothing doubting, but that Chriit by his own 
Oblation hath taken away our Sins, and hath reſtored 
: us again to GOD's Favour,” ibid. 
| If it be ſtill ſaid, 'That the Church ſpeales only 
of Men in general, but not of the Confidence of this 
or that particular Perſon : Even this laſt, poor Subter- 
1 fuge, is utterly cut off by the following Words: 
4 Thou, O Man, haſt received the Body of Chriſt 
Which was once broken, and his Blood which was ſhed 
for the Remiſſion of h Sin. Thou haſt received his 
| Body, to have within ye the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, for to endow thee with Grace, and to 
comfort thee with their Preſence. Thou haſt received 
his Body, to endow thee with everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
and to aſſure thee of everlaſting Bliſs. Sermon on the 
Reſurrection. | 
I ſhall add but one Paſſage more, "RON the firſt Part 
: 7 of the Sermon on the Sacrament. 8 
: Have a ſure and conſtant Faith, not only that the x 
Death of Chriſt is available for all the World, but that 
he hath made a full and ſufficient Sacrifice for thee, A 
erfect Cleanſing of /ÿ Sins, ſo that thou mayſt ſay f 
1 with the Apoſtle, he loved thee and gave himſelf for 
* thee. For this is, to make Chriſt Hine own, and to 
N his Merits unto . | 
Let every reaſonable Man now judge for. himſelf, : 


| what is the Senſe of our Church as to the Nature = 


of Sa: wing Faith, Does it not abundantly appear, 
4 that the Church of Ezg/and ſuppoſes every particular 
Fan to have a ſure Confidence, that his Sins are 


| forgiven and He himſelf reconciled to GOD? Yea, and | 


1 how can the abſolute Neceſſity of this Faith, this un- 
wavering Confidence, be more ſtrongly or peremptorily n 
- { aſſerted, than it is in thoſe Words: If we begin to 
\ waver or doubt, it is to be feared, let we ſink as 
Fora did : Not into the Water ; bur into the bottom. f 
3! leſs Pit of Hell fire?“ 
6. I would willingly diſmi 6 this Writer here. 1 is 
had ſaid in he Earneſt Appeal (what T am daily more 
3 [pane more confirmed 10} wat this F aich 18 * Ye 1 
3 . 


in a Moment. This you greatly diſlike. Your Ar. 
gument againſt it, if put into Form, will run thus: 2? 
They who firſt apprehended the Meaning of the 
Words delivered, then gave their Aſſent to them, then 


had Confidence in the Promiſes to which they aſſented, 
and laſtly, loved GOD, did not receive Faith in a 
Moment. 

But the Believers tiene! in the As, firſt appre- _ 
| hended the Meaning of the Words, then gave their 
Aſſent, then had Confidence in the 1 and 
lluaſtly, loved GOD: Therefore 2 
„ The Believers mentioned in the Air, did not re 
ceive Faith in a Moment.“ 

I deny the Major. They might firſt Apprehend, then 
A Aﬀent, then Confide, then Love, and yet receive F aith 
n a Moment: In hat Moment, wherein their general 

Confidence became particular, Foy that each cou * 
Regs My Lord, and my GOD.” DT 

- One Paragraph more I will be at the Pains to tran- 
ſcribe. © You infinuate, that the Sacraments are 
only requiſite to the Well- being of a Viſible Church: 
| Whereas the Church declares, that the due Admini- 
ſtration of them, is an Eſſential Property thereof. I 
ſuppoſe you hinted this to pany your loving Diſciples 
the Quakers.” 
This is flat and plain. Here is a Fadt poſitively 
averred; and a Reaſon alſo aſſigned for it. Now, do 
you take yourſelf to be Man of Candor? I had almoſt 
ſaid, of common Honeſty ? My very Words in the | 
Place refer'd to, are, * A Viſible Church is a Com- 
pany of faithful People. This is the Eſſence of it. 
And the Properties thereof are, That the pure Word of © #2 is 
GOD be preached therein, and the Sacraments duly 1 
_ adminiſtred ” iy 
7. Before I ale wy 3 I cannot but recommend 
do you that Advice of a wile and good Man. 8 
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your Book to the End. This cannot hurt me: But i 


may, yourſelf. And it does not at all belp your Cauſe. 
If you denounce againſt me alt the Curſes from Genefis 

to the Revelation, they will not amount to one Argu- 
ment. I am willing (fo far as I know myſelf) to be 


reproved either by you or any other. But whatever 
you do, let it be done in Lov e, in Patience, in Meeks 


neſs of Wiſdom. 
V. 1. With regard to the Author of Faith and Sal- 


vation, abundance of Objections have been made: It 
being a current Opinion, that ** Chriſtians are not N ow. 
to receive the Holy Ghoſt,” _ 
_ Accordingly, whenever we ſpeak of the Spirit of 


God, of his Operations in the Souls of Men, of his re- 


pealing unto us the Things of Gop, or iaſpiring us with 
i 255 Deſires or Tempers ; whenever we mention the 


celing his mighty Power, working in us, according to his 
ood Pleaſure: The general Anſwer we have to expect ic, 


L This is all rank Euthuſi:/m, So it was with the Apoſtles 
and firſt Chriſtians, But ouly E nthufi N. pr etend to this 


now.“ 


down for an Enthufiaſt. 


The firſt Tra& I have he. wrote expreſly on this 85 


Head, is remarkably intitled, 
Ihe Operations of the Holy Spirit imperceptible, and 


how Men may now, when they are under the Gui- ; 
dance and Influence of the Spirit.” | 
Fou begin, As we have ſome among us be tre- 
tend, to a more than ordinary Guidance by the Spirit - 
: Undeed I do not: I pretend to no other Guidance, 
than is ordinarily given to all Chriſtians) it may not be 
improper to diſcourle, on the oe pita ot Gop' 8 
Holy pirit— 


o this End, be thou vieated. 0 gracious Pour 


tain of Truth, to aſi me with thy Heav ealy DIO f 


in ſpeaking of Thee. 


Alas, Sir, what need have you to (pe: k any more? 
3 You kave already granted all 1 defire, ⁊ ix. Pnat © we 
may c// now enjoy, and k19zv that we do e YOu, - the 
4 Heaven nly Hire of C Gcp's Spirit.“ | | 
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Thus all the Scriptures, abundance of which might 
be produced, are ſet aſide at one Stroke. And who- 
ever Cites. them, as belonging to ell Chriftians, is ſet 55 
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However, you go on, and obſerve that the cr 


dinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, were granted to the 


firſt Chriſtians only, but his ordinary Graces to all 


Chriſtians in all Ages : Both which you then attempt 
to enumerate : Only ſuſpending your Diſcourſe a little, 
when“ ſome conceited Enthyfia/ts* come in your Way. 

2. You next enquire, © After what Manner theſe 


Graces are rais'a in our Souls?“ And anſwer, © How 
to diſtinguiſh theſe Heavenly Motions, from the Natu- 


ral Operations of our Minds, we have no Light to 


diſcover: The Scriptures=declaring that the Operati- 
of the Holy Spirit, are not ſubject to any Senſible 


Feelings or Perceptions. For what Communications can 
there 10 between Feelings which are Properties peculiar 
to Matter, and the Suggeſtions of the Spirit 
All Reatonable Chriſtians believe, that he works his 


Graces in us in an imperceptible Manner; and that 
en His and the 


there is no fenſible Difference betwe 


natural Operations of our Minds.” 


| Il conceive this to be the Strength of your Cauſe. 

To ſupport that Concluſion, That the Operations of 
the Spirit are Imperceptible, you here alledge, 1. 
That all Reafonable Chriſtians believe this.“ So you 
ſay. But I want Proof. 2. That there can be no 
Communications (I fear, you miſtook the Word) be- 
tween the Suggeſtions of the Spirit, and Feelings which 


are Properties peculiar to Matter.” How ! Are the Feel: 


ings now in Queſtion, Properties peculiar to Matter? 
The Feeling of Peace, Joy, Love? Or any Feelings at 


all? I can no more underſtand the Philoſophy than 
the Divinity of this. 3. That the Scriptures de- 


clare, the Operations of the Spirit are not ſubject to 


any Senſible Feelings.” You are here diſproving, as you 


ſuppoſe, a Propoſition of mine. But are you ſure you 


. underſtand it ? By feeling, I mean, being inwardly con- 
| ſcious of. By the Operations of the Spirit, I do not 
mean the Manner in which he operates, but the Graces 


which he operates in a Chriſtian, Now be pleas'd to 
produce thoſe Scriptures which declare, That a 


| : Chri "A cannot fe l or percerve theſe Operations,” 


3. Are you not convinced, Sir, that you havelaid : 
to my Charge things which I know not? I do not 
Re 2 


x 


1 
4 
by Ok 


on 
4 
1 
8. 
** 
5 
— Þe 
1 
1 
—— 1 
wh \ 
LY 
r 
hd 
2 
« * 
4 
+. 
2 N 
4 It 
EY 
* 
py 
Fre, 
0 
2 


(39) 


oy gravely tell you as much an Enthuftaft as you over 


and over affirm me to be) © That I ſenſibly feel (in 


your Senſe) the Motions of the Holy Spirit.” Much 
leſs do I © make this, any more than Convulſions. Ago- 
nies, Howlings, Roarings, and violent Contorſions of 
the Body,” either“ Certain Signs of Mens being in 
a State of Salvation,” or“ neceſſary in order there- 
- _ unto.” You might with equal Juſtice and Truth in- 
form the World, and the Worſhipful the Magiſtrates 


of Neawcafile, That J make Seeing the Wind or Peeling 


the Light, neceſſary to Salvation. | 
Neither do I © confound the E. une with the 
Orainary Operations of the Spirit.” And as to your 
laſt Enquiry, What is the beſt proof of our being 
led by the Spirit?“ I have no Exception to that juſt 
and ſcriptural Anſwer, which you yourſelf have given, 
A through Change and Renovation of Mind and 
Heart, and the leading a New and Holy Life.” 
4. That I confound the Extraordinary with the 
_ Ordinary Operations of the Spirit, and therefore am an 
; Entbufa 5aſ?,” is alſo ſtrongly urged, in a Charge delivered 
to his Clergy, and lately publiſhed by the Lord — 5 
| of Litchfield and Coventry. = 
An Extract of the former Part of this, ' ſubjoin, in - 
his Lordſhip's Words. 
I cannot think it improper to Gelee the Con- 
| tagion, of thole Enthafiaſtical Pretenſions, that have 
lately betrayed whole Multitudes, either into Pre- 
ſumption or Melancholy. 
detected, is apt to create Infidelity; and Infidelity - 
is ſo ſhocking a Thing, that many rather run into 
the other Extreme, and take Refuge in Erthufia/m, 
But Infidelity and Enthuſiaſm ſeem now. to act in con- 
_ cert againſt our Eſtabliſh'd Religion. As Infidelity 
has been ſufficiently oppoſed, I ſhall now lay before 
you the Weaknels of choſe Enthyfiaftical Preten- — 
ſions.“ Page 1. 2. | 
Noc to confute effectually, and ſtrike at the Root of ; 
5 thoſe Enthufiaftical Pretenfions, 
'*« Firſt, I ſhall ſhew, that it is nee to is 7 
lows Method for wee Real from Pre tended 
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Ns Many Expreſſions occur in the New Teflament cor. 
 cerning the Operations of the Holy Spirit. But Men 
oft an Enthufiaftical Temper, have confounded Paſſages 
of a quite different Nature, and have jumbled together 
thoſe that relate to the Extraordinary Operations of the 
Spirit, with thoſe that relate only to his Orainary In- 
fuences. It is therefore neceſſary to uſe ſome Method 
for ſeparating thoſe Paſſiges, relating to the Operations 
of the Spirit, that have been ſo milapplied to the Ser- 
vice of Euthuſiaſtical Pretenders. Page 5. . 
„I proceed therefore to ſnewv, 
- :- 6 -Yecondly; that 2 Diſtinction is to be made be- 
tween thoſe Paſſages of Scripture about the Bleſſed Spi- 
rit that peculiarly belong to the Primitive Church, and 
thoſe that relate to Chriſtians in all Ages.“ page 75 
The Exigencies of the Apoſtolical Age required the 
Miraculous Gifts of the Spirit. But theſe ſoon ceaſed. 


When therefore we meet in the Scripture with an Ac- 


count of thoſe Extraordinary Gifts, and likewiſe with 
an Account of his Orai nary Operations, we muſt diſtin- 


A2àuiſh the one from the other. And that not only for 
our own Satisfaction, but as a * to ſtop the Growth 


| "of Eating Pag. 8. 9. 1 | 


And ſuch. a Diſtinction ought to be made, by 
ti e beſt Methods of interpreting the Scriptures : which 


muoſt certainly are an attentive Conſideration of the Oc- 


_ cation and Scope of thoſe Paſſages, in concurrence 
with the General Senſe of the Primitive Church. 85 


. 11. 


5 propoſe, Thirdly, to ſpecify ſome of the chief 4 


| PaTages of Scripture that are miſapplied by Modern 
Enthuſiaſts, and to ſhew that they are to be interpre- 
ted chiefly, if not only, of the Apoſtolical Church; 
and that they very little, if at all relate, to the 5 
Preſent State of Chriſtians.” _ P. 12. 
I begin, ſays your Lordſhip, with the Original 
| Promiſe of the Spirit, as made by our Lord a little * 
fore he left the World. a 
I muſt take the Liberty to low - your Lordſhip on 


the Threſhold, I deny that This is the Origin/ 3 


: Promiſe of the Spirit. expect his Aſuſtance, in Vir- 
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tue of many Promiſes, ſome hundred Years prior to 
this. 5 „ 5 
If you fay, © However this is te Original or firſt 
Promiſe of the Spirit, in the New Teſtament.” No, 
my Lord; Thoſe Words were ſpoken long before: 
He ball baptixe you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 


Will you reply? „Well, but This is the Original 


Promiſe made by our Lord. I anſwer, not ſo neither. 


For it was before this, %s himſelf food and cried, 
IF any Man Thirſt, let him come unto me and drink, 
He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, 
out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water: 


Aud this he ſpale of the Spirit, which they ſhould re 


ceive who believed on him (s *weneov Aayflarew öl N- 
geneileg 55 avroy) If I miſtake not, this may more juſt- 


| ly be term'd, our Lord's Original Promiſe of the Spi- 


rit. And who will afſert, That this is to be interpret- 
ed chiefly, if not only of the Apoſtolical Church!“ 
6. Your Lordſhip proceeds: It occurs in the 14th 


and 16th Chapters of St. John's Goſpel; in which 
he uſes theſe Words'— In what Verſes, my Lord ? 


Why is not this ſpecified? Unleſs to furniſh your 


Lordſhip with an Opportunity of doing the very Thing 

whereof you before complained, of © cath 

Paſſages of a quite contrary Nature, and jumbling to= 
_ gether thoſe that relate to the Extraordinary Operati- 
ons of the Spirit, with thoſe that relate to his Ordi- 


ounding 


cc ĩ ĩ ( ß 
You cite the Words thus; When the Spirit of Truth 
is come, be will guide you into all Truth, and he will 
fhew you, Things to come. (Thele are nearly the Words 


that occur, voy xvi. ver. 13.) 


% And again, The Conforter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, 


ewhom the Father avill ſend in my Name, he ſhall teach 
yon all Things, and bring all Things to your Remem- 


brance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto you. Theſe Words g 


occur in the 14th Chapter, at the 26th Verſe.” 


I tale it for granted, That the Citation of Texts in 
the Margin, which is totally wrong, is a Blunder of 
) P 


6 * 


EE 2 
- But, my Lord, I want the Original Promiſe ſill ; 
the Original (I mean) of thoſe made in this very Diſ- 
| courſe, Indeed your Margin tells us, where it ts 
(Chap. xiv. Ver. 16) but the Words appear not. Taken 
together with the Context they run thus: 
* ye love me, heed my Commandments. 


And I will pray the Father, and he will give you ano- 


ther Comforter, that he may abide with you for euer: 
Even the Spirit of Truth, wwhom the World cannot 


2 receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him. 


| Chap. Xi. ver. 157-10, 7 
My Lord, ſuffer me to enquire, why you flipe over 


this Text ? Was it not (I appeal to the Searcher of 
your Heart !) becauſe you was conſcious to yourſelf, 


that it wou'd neceſſarily drive you to that unhappy 


Dilemma, either to aſſert that for ever, kis TY awa, _ 


meant only Sixty or Seventy Years ; or to allow, 
That the Text muſt be interpreted of the Ordi- 


ary Operations of the Spirit, in all future Ages of 


the Church. 


And indeed that the Promils 3 in this Text belongs 
| to all Chriſtians, evidently appears, not only from 


your Lordſhip's own Conceflion, and from the Text 


_ itfelf, (for who can deny, that this Comforter or Pa- 
raclete is now given to all them that believe?) but 

alſo from the preceding, as well as following, Words. 
The preceding are, F ye love me, keep my Command- 


ments, And 1 will pray the Father — None ſurely can 


doubt, but theſe belong to all Chriſtians in all Ages. 


The following Words are, Even the Spirit of Truth, 
_ whom the World cannot receive, Prue; the World 
cannot ; but a// Chriſtians can, and will receive m 


wn for ever. 


6. The Second Promiſe of the Comfortee, ads; in 


. this Chapter, together with its Context, ſtands thus : 
Judas ſaith unto him (not Iſeariot) Lord, how is it chat. 
thou wilt manifeſt thyſelf unto 55 and nos unto the | 


i Forks ©” Ver. 22 
Feſus anſwered and Jald -» unto FO if any _ love 


me, Be avill heed my Word. And my Father will love 
bim, and ave will come unto him, and make our ir Abode - 


we Sim, : Yao, * | 


E 1. 


nne . . 06 me 


1 
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Hl. that laveth me not, keepeth not my Word: and the 
Mord aubich ye hear is not mine, but the Fathers which 
ent me. Ver. 24. V Fo 
Theſe Things have 1 ſpoken unto you, being yet with 
Per. Ver. 3 . 555 
But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom. 
the Father will ſend in my Name, he will teach you all 
Wings, and bring all Things to your Remembrance, 
awhatſoever ] have ſaid unto you. Ver. 26. | 
| Now, how does your Lordſhip prove that this 
_ Promiſe belongs only to the Primitive Church? Why, 
I. You ſay, It is very clear, from the bare Recital — 
of the Words.” I apprehend not. But this is the 1 
very Queſtion, which 1s not to be begg'd, but provid. | 


2. You ſay, The Spirit's bringing all Things to their | 
Remembrance, whatſoever he had ſaid unto them, Cannot f 


poſſibly be applied to any other Perſons but the Apo- 

| files.” Cannot be applied!“ This is a flat begging 
the Queſtion again, which I cannot give up without 
better Reaſons. 3. The Gifts of Prophecy, and of 
being guided into all Truth, and taught all Things, 
«can be applied only to the Apoſtles, and thoſe of 

t that Age who were immediately inſpired.” Here your 

- | Lordſhip, in Order the more plauſibly to beg the 

t Queſtion, again jumbles together the Extraordinary 
with the Ordinary Operations of the Spirit.” The 

. Gift of Prophecy, we know, 1s one of his Extraordinary 
Operations; but there is not a Word of it in this 
Text; Nor therefore ought it to be © confounded _ 
5 with his Orainary Operations, ſuch as the being . 
guided into all Truth, (all that is neceſſary to Salvation) 

2 -—» and taught all (neceſſary) Things, in a due Uſe of the 
© Means he hath ordain'd. Ver. 6. 
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n In the ſame Manner, namely, in a Serious and Con- 
-  __ ſtant Uſe of Proper Means, I believe the Aſſiſtance of the 
ft * Holy Ghoſt is given to all Chriſtians, to bring all Things 
e _ needful fo their Remembrance, whatſoever Chrift hath 
polen to them in his Word. So that I ſee no Occa- 
2 _ hon to grant, without ſome kind of Proof, (eſpecially 
2 __ conſidering the Occaſion of this, and the Scope of the 
le preceding Verſes) That even “ this Promiſe cannot 
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i poſſibly be applied- to any other Perſons but the 
ſtles.“ 

2 In the Caine Diſcourſe of our Lord we havea 

x hird Promiſe of the Comforter, The whole 3 
runs thus: 

Tf I go not away, the Comforter ewill not come unto 

you; but if 1 go, 1 awill ſend: him unto you. Chap. |; 

Ver. 7» | 


And when he is come, he d reprowe tos convince) = © 


' the World of Sin, and * e and. ef Judge 5 
ment, Ver. 83. | 
07 Sin, becauſe they A not on me 
Of Righteouſneſs, becauſe J go to my Father, and Je | 
: fee me no more; | 
Of Judgment, becauſe the Prince : this 7 2 7s 
Judged 3 Ver. q, 10, 11. 
] have yet many Things to ſay unto you; but ye can · 
not bear them now : (ver. 12.) But when he ſhall come, 


the Spirit of Truth, he will guide you into all Truth— _ | | 


And he will ſhew you Things to come, Ver. 13. 


There is only one Sentence here which has not : 1 
: already been conſider'd, He will few you Things to come, 


And this, it is granted, relates to os Gift of Prophecy, 
one of the Extraordinary Operations of the Spirit. 
The General Concluſion which your Lordſhip draws, 
is expreſt in theſe Words. Conſequently all Pre- 


tenſions to the Spirit, in the proper Senſe of the - 


Words of this Promiſe (2. e. of theſe ſeveral Texts of 


St. John) are vam and inſignificant, as they are claim- 3 
ed by Modern Entbuſiaſts“ And in the End of the | 


ſame Paragraph you add, . None but the Ordinary 
rations of the Spirit are to be now 3 4 
ſince thoſe that are of a Miraculous (or Extraordinary) 
Kind are xoT PRETENDED * evo. by: Modern 

| Enthuſiaſts. | | 


My Lord, this is Pn 1 ad it over and > of 


over, before I cou'd credit my own Eyes. I verily 


believe this one Clauſe, with unprejudiced Perſons, | 


will be an anſwer to the whole Book. You have 
been vehemently crying out all along againſt thoſe _ 
Entbuſiaſtical Pretenders ; nay, the very 2 of 


Ee yOu” Book, as 7 openly” declare, Was . = z 


\ 5 * 
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the Imperfe&ion of the Jewrh Law. 


645) 
the Growth of their Enthufiaſm : who have had the 
Aſſurance (as you poſitively affirm, pag. 6) to claim to 
themſelves the Extraordinary Operations of the Holy Spi- 
rit.” And here you as poſitively affirm, That thoſe 


Extraordinary Operations © are Vor PRETENQDED | 
% by them at all! 7 


8. Yet your Lordſhip proceeds, The next Paſſage 


of Scripture I ſhall mention as peculiarly belonging to 
the Primitive Times, tho' m.ifapplied to the Preſent 
State of Chriſtians by Modern Enthuſiaſts, is what 
relates to the Teſimony of the Spirit, and praying by 
the Spirit, in the 8th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
— . Ee: OT 
I believe it incumbent upon me thoroughly to 
weigh the Force of your Lordſhip's Reafoning on this 

Head, You begin, After St. Paul had treated of 
that Spiritual Principle in Chriſtians, which enables 


them to mortify the Deeds of the Body — he ſays, if 


any Man hae not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
his. This makes the Diſtinction of a true Chriſtian, 
PRC in Oppoſition to the Jeaus.“ I appre- 
hend it is juſt here, that your Lordſhip turns out of 
the Way, when you ſay, Particularly in Oppoſition = 


to the Fexvs.” Such a Particular Oppoſition I can- 


not allow, till ſome ſtronger Proof is produced, than 


St. Paul's occafionally mentioning Six Verſes before, 


Vet your Lordſhip's Mind is ſo full of this, that 


after repeating the 14th and 15th Verſes (as many as. 


| are led by the Spirit of GOD, they are the Sons of” 


GOD : For ye hade not received the Spirit of Bon- 


dage again to fear: But ye have received the Spirit of” 


Adoption, whereby awe cry, Abba, Father ! ) you add, 


In the former Part of this Verſe, the Apoſtle _ 


ſhews again the Imperfection of the Fewyh Law.“ 


This alſo calls for Proof: Otherwiſe, it will not be al- 

_ low'd, that he here ſpeaks of the Jeaviſh Law at all: Not, 
_ tho” we grant That the Fexvs were ſubject to the. 
Fear of Death, and lived, in Conſequence of it, in 
aà State of Bondage.” For are not all Unbelievers, as 
well as the Fews, more or leſs, in the ſame Fear and 


You 
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Your Lordſhip goes on, In the latter Part of the 


Verſe he ſhews the Superiority of the Chriſtian Law to 


that of the Tabus.“ p. 18. Where is the Proof, my 


Lord? How does it appear, that he is ſpeaking either 
of the Chriſtian or Fewiſh Law, in thoſe Words, 72 
Habe received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry 
Abba Father? However you infer, *©* Ch:iftions then 
are the adopted Sons of God, in contra-diſtinftion to | 
the Jeaos, as the Former had the Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which none of the Latter had at that Time: 
And the Body of the Fews never had.” No, nor the 
Body of the Chriſtiaus neither. So that if this be a 
Proof againſt the Jews, it is the very ſame againſt the 
..... ß ĩ | 
1 muſt obſerve farther on the preceding Words, 
1. That your Lordſhip begins here, to take the Word 
Cbriſtians in a new and peculiar Senſe, for the whole 
Body of the then Chriſtian Church: 2. That it is + 
bad Inference, “as, or becauſe they had the Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, therefore they were the Sons of Gop. | 
On the one Hand, if they were the Children of Gor, | 
it was not, becauſe they had thoſe Gifts. On the 
cocher, a Man may have all thoſe Gifts, and yet be a 


ff. TE 23 
9. I conceive, not only that your Lordſhip has pro- 
ed nothing hitherto, no one Point that has any Re-. 
lation to the Queſtion ; but that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, you | 
have not attempted to prove any thing, having taten for | 
granted whatever came in your way. In the ſame 
Manner you proceed, The Apoſtle goes on, The Spirit 
itſelf beareth witneſs with our Spirit, that abe are the | 
Children of GOD. I his Paſſage, as it is connected with 
the preceding one, relates to the general Adoption of |} 
Chriſtians, or their becoming the Sons of Gop inſtead 
of the Jews.” —“ This Paſſage relates“ How is that 
proved? By its Connexion with the preceding? In no 
wiſe, unleſs it be good arguing to prove Ignotum per | 
ignotius. It has not yet been prov'd, that the preced- 
ing Paſſage itſelf has any Relation to this Matter.. 
Lour Lordſhip adds, But what was the Ground | 
of this Preference that was given to Chriſtians ? It was 
plainly the (miraculous) Gifts of the Spirit, which Boy: = 
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had, and which the Jews had not.” This Preference | 
given to Chriſtians, was juſt before expreſt by their 
becoming the Sons of GOD inſtead of tie Jews. Were 


the Gifts of the Spirit then the Ground of this Prefer- 


ence? The Ground of their becoming the Sons of 


Gop? What an Aſſertion is this! And now little is 
it mended tho' I allow, that theſe Miraculous Gifts 
of the Spirit, were a Teſtimony that Gop acknow- 


| ledged the Chri/ti.2us to be his People and not the 
Fewws ; (fince the CHriſtiaus who work'd Miracles, did 


it not by the Works of the Law, but by the Heari jag of 
. 


Your Lordſhip concludes, « From theſe Paſſages of 


St. Paul, compared together, it clearly follows, that 
the foremention:d Teſtimony of the Spirit, was the Pub- 
lick Teſtimony of miraculous Gifts —and, conſequeatly, 
the Witneſs of the Spirit that we are the Children of 
60, cannot poflibly be applied, to the private Teſti> 
mony of the Spirit given to our own Conſciences, as is 


pretended by modern Enthuſiaſts. p. 20. 


Iff your Concluſion, my Lord, will ſtand . the 2 
_ Premiſes it may: But that it has no Manner of Con- 
nection with them, I truſt does partly, and will more 
fully appear, when we view the whole Paſſage to 
Which you refer. And I believe that Paſſage, with 
very little Comment, will prove, in direct Oppoſition | 
to that Concluſion, that the Teſtimony of the Spirit 
there mentioned, is not the public, Teſtimony of mira- 
culous Gifts, but muſt be applied to the private Tei- 
w_ of the Spirit, given to our own Conſciences, 


10. St. Paul begins the 8th Chapter of his Epillle 


to the Romans, with the great Privilege of every Chriſ- 
tian Believer, (whether Few or Gentile before) There is 
now no Condemnation for them that are in Chriſt Feſus, 

engrafted into him by Faith, a walk not offer the 
5 * Fleſh, but after the Spirit. Fir now every one of them 
may truly ſay, The Law (or Power) of the Spirit of 


Life, in Chriſt Feſus (given unto me for his Sake) hath 


made me free from the Law (or Power) of Sin and 
| Death, For that which the Law could not do, in that 
it was weak thro' the Fleſh, GOD ſending his own Son, 
in the ä of Fa inful FO 4 and WY; Vin, did ; when he 


conderned, 


„„ So, ok 
condemned, (crucified, put to death, deſtroyed) Sin & 


the Fleſh : That the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after 


the Spirit. For they that are ofter the Fleſh, mind the 


things of the Fleſh ; but they that are after the Spirit, 


the Things of the Spirit. ver. 1.— 5. 


Is it not evident, that the Apoſtle is here deſcribing N 
a True Chriſtian, a Holy Believer? In Oppoſition, not | _ 
particularly to a Few, much leſs to the Fexw!h Law, Þ_ 


but to every unholy Man, to all, whether Fw or 3 


Gentiles, who walk after the Fleſh ? He goes on 
For, to be carnclly-minded is Death; but to be fhiri- 


tually-minded is Life an Peace. Pecauſe the carnal 


Mind is Enmity againſt GOD : for it is not ſubject to 


the Law of GOD ; neither indeed can be. So then they that 1 


are in the Fleſh, cannot pleaſe GOD, ver. 6. 7. 8. 


The Oppoſition between a Holy and an Unholy Man, | 


is ſtill glaring and undeniable. But can any Man diſ- 


cern, the leaſt glimmering of Oppoſi:ion, between the . 


C riſtian and the 7ewwi/h LAW? 


The Apoſtle goes on, But ye are not in the Fleſh, but 
In the Spirit, if ſo be that the Spirit of GOD devell in 
you. Now if any Man hae not the Spirit of Chrift, 
he is none of His. But if Chrift be in you, the Bogy is 


dead, breauſe of (or with regard to) Sin, but the Sjirit iv | 


Life becauſe of Righteouſneſs. But if the Spirit of Him 
that reiſed up Feſus from the Dead drvell in you, be that 
raiſed up Chrift from the Dead fhall alſo quicken your _ 


mortal Bodies by his Spirit which dwelleth in you. JJ er e- 


are, Brethren, we are Debtors, not to the Fleſh, to live | 

After the Fleſh. For if ye live after the Fleſh ye ſhall die; | 
ut if ye thro' the Spirit do mortify the Deeds of the 
Boah, ye ſhall live. For os me ny 4s are led by the Spirit 


/ GOD, they are the Sons of GOD, ver. 9——14. 


Ils there one Word here, is there any the leaſt In- 
timation of iræculous Gifts, or of the Jeauiſb Law? f 
It follows, For ye hawe not received the Spirit c“ 
Bondage again, to fear (ſuch as all Sinners have, when 
they are firſt ſtirred up to ſeek Gop, and begin to 
ſerve him from a flaviſh Fear of Puniſhment) But e 
hade received the Spirit of Adoption (of free Love) 1 5 4 
enhereby -we cry, Abba, Father, The Sjirit itſelf |Þ 
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(which GOD hath ſent forth into our Hearts, ci ying, 
Abba, Father,) beareth Witneſs wwith our Spin #t, that 


ave are the Chiliren of GOD. ver. 15, 16 


I am now willing to leave it, without farther Com- 


ment, to the Judgment of every impartial Reader, 
whether it does not appear from the whole Scope 
and Tenor of the Text and Context taken togetner, 
that this Paſſage does not refer to the Few; Low, 
nor to the publick Teſtimony of Miracles: Neither of 
which can be dragged in, without putting the utmoſt 
Force on the natural Meaning of the Words. And 
if ſo, it will follow, that this Witneſs of the Spirit is the 
private Teſtimony given to our own Conſciences : Which, 
conſequently, all ſober Chriſtians may claim, without 
any Danger of Fnrhufiaſm. - 
11. © But I go on (ſays your Lordſhip, "Þ: 21.) to 
the Conſideration of the other Paſſages in the ſame 


Chapter, relating to our Praying by the Spirit, namely 
at Verſe 26 and 27. which run thus, Likewiſe the 


| Spirit alſo helpeth our Infirmities: For «ve know not 
what we fhould pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit it- 
elf mateth Interceſſion for us, with Groanings which 


cannot be uttered, And he that ſearcheth the Hearts, 
knoweth what is the Mind of the Spirit, becauſe he mk 


eh * 191 for the Saints, accor wag. to the Will Us 


GOD. 


Here is a Circumftance ighly needful to 2s obſerv' Fl 
1 we enter upon this Queſtion. Your Lordſhip 
_ undertakes to fix the Meaning of an Expreſſion uſed 
by St. Paul, in the r 4th Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle to 

the Corinthians. And in order thereto, you laboriouſly 
explain Part of the 8th Chapter to the Romans. MV 
Lord, how is this? Will it be ſaid, Why is is often 
| alledged to prove the wrong Senſe of hat Scripture ? 
_ I conceive, this will not ſalve the Matter at all. Your 
Lordſhip had before laid down a particular Method, as 


the only ſure one whereby to dillingu;ſh What Serip- 


| tures belong to all Chriſtians, and what do not. I his 

Method is, the Conſidering the Occaiign and Scope of 
thoſe Paſfages, by comparing the Text and Context 
together. You then propoſe, by: "Re Uſe of this Me- 
thod, to bew, that þ jou eral Texte! nave been miſapphied . 


* 
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by Entbufiafts One of theſe is the 1 -th Verſe of the 
14th Chapter of the firit Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
And to ſhew, that Enthuſiaſis have miſapplied this, 


you comment on the 8th Chapter to the Romans ! 


However, let us weigh the Comment itfelfo The 


material Part of it begins thus (p. 22.) Now he adds 
another Proof of the Truth of Chriſtianity : Litewwi/e 
the Spirit heipeth our Trfirmities (or our Diſireſſes, for 
e9::ias ſignifies both.“ (I doubt that: I require Au- 
thority for it.) “ And then he mentions, in what In- 
ſtances he does ſo, an. In Prayers to Gop about Af- 
flictions— (In nothing elle, my Lord? Did he help 
their Infirmities, in no other Inftance than this?) Ve 
know not, ſays he, what awe ſhould pray for, as we 
ought. Trar is, whether it be belt for us to bear 
 Atictions, or to be delivered from them. But he 
Spirit, OR the Gift of the Spirit, inſtructs us how to 
pray in a Manner agreeable to the Will of Gon.” “ 
The Spirit, OR the Gift of the Spirit! What marvellous _|. 
Reaſoning is this? If theſe “are often. put for each 
other,“ what then; ? How 13 that evinced to be the 1 8 
Caſe here? 


12. The Apolile goes on, The Spir it 223 (p. 23. ) 


 maketh 11 50 ceſſion for us, with Gr oanings which cannot 
be uttered; THAT is, the ſpiritual or inſpired Perſon 
prayed in that Capacity tor the whole Aſſembly.“ 
* Taar 15!” Nay, That is again the very Point to 


be proved, elſe we get not one Step farther. 


The Apoſtle goes on thus, ver. 27. And he that 
(p. 24.) ſearcheth the Hearts, kno: eth cht 7 is the Mind 
of the $94 1-1 HAT IS, of the ſpir tua or inſpired Per- 


ion) becauſe he maketh Irnterceſſion for the Saints, ace 


cording to the Will of GOD. Tar is, Gor knows 


the Intention of the ſþirituc! Perſon, who has the Gif? 


of Preyer, which he uſes for the Be neſt of the whole 
Allembly; He, A leaves it intirely to Gop, whe- 

ther it be beſt that they mould lulfer Atlictions, or be 
delivered from them.” p. 25. 


My Lord, this is more afoniſking has all the reſt ' 


I was expecting all along in reading the preceding Pages 

(und fo, I ſuppoſe, v. 56 every thinking Reader) when 

Dur Lord h would mention, that che Per ſon mira- 
|  caloufly 


N, WR 


$4): 


culouſly inſpired * that Intent, and praying #zxTy O 


either for the Support or Deliverance of the People, 
ſhould have the wery Petition which he ocked of him. 


| Whereas you intended no ſuch Thing! But ſhut up 


the Whole with that lame and impotent Concluſion, 


He leaves it to Gop, whether it be beſt they ſhould 
ſuffer Afflictions, or be delivered from them.” 
Had he then that miraculous Gift of Gop, that he | 
might do what any common Chriſtian might have dane 
without it? Why, any Perſon in the Congrecation 
might have prayed thus: Nay, could not pray other- 
| wiſe, if he had the cr/2n4:'y Grace of Gop : © Leaving 
it to Gop, whether he ſhould ſuffer AfAiCions ſtill, or 
be delivered from them 


8 


Was it %, 4 in the Apoſto- 
lical Age, that * the Spirit inſtratied Chriſtians 7 


to pray ?” Cannot a Man pray 4s, either for bin 
ſelf or others, unleſs he have the 7raculous Gift of 
Prayer 80, according to your Lordſhip's Judgment, 
To pray in ſuch a manner, as in the Event to leave 
the Continuance of our Suffering*, or our Deliverance 
from them, with a due Submiſſion, to the good Plea- 
ſure of God,“ is one of thoſe © extraordinary Opera- 
tions of the Spirit,” which none now pretend to but 
modern Exthuů fr PE 
I beſeech your Lordſhip to diner, Can you cooliy 
maintain, that“ the praying with a due Submiſſion to 
the Will of Gon,” even in heavy Affliction, is a 21- 
raculous Gift ? An extraordinary Operation of the Holy 
 Ghoit ? Is his peculiar to the primitive Times? Is it 
what Tone but Enthufiafts now pretend to? If not, 
then your Lordſhip's own Account of Praying by the Spirit 
indiſputably proves, that this is one of the ordinary Pri- 
vileges of all Chriſtians, to the End of the World. 
13. I go on (your Lordſhip adds) to another paſ. 
ſage of Scripture, that has been entirely 6. 27.) miſ- 
applied by modern Erthufraſis, 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. And 
my Speech and my Preaching were? not 295 inticing 
Wards of Maus Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the _ 
_ Spirit and of Power ; that your Faith ſhould not fland in 
the Wiſdom of Man, = t in the Power of GOD, Page 29. 
Alt is only neceſlary to evince, that by te Demon- 
fratien of the "er and LE Porwer 1 is meant the Demon- 
„ eien 


„ (.52 ) 
| tration of the Truth of Chriſtianity, that ariſes from 
the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament and the Miracles o 


Chrift and his Apofiles.“ Ves, it is neceſſary farther to 


evince, that theſe Words have o other Meaning. But 
tirit, How will you evince, that they bear this ? In or- 
der thereto, your Lordſhip argues thus : 


The former /eems to be the Demonſtration of the 5 
Spirit, with regard to tke prophetical Teſtimonies of | 
him, — And the Demonſ/ration of Poaver, maſt fgnify 


the Power of God, exerted in Miracles.“ (p. 30.) 


Mut:“ Why ſo? That afονν often ſignifies mira- 
culous Poww er, is allowed But what follows? That . 
n, mean og in this Place? T hat ſtill remains to be 


proved. 


7 fadead your Lordſhip . this by appears from the 


allowing Verſe, in which is aſſigned the Reaſon 
for uſing this Method of proving Chriſtianity to be 
true, viz. That Jour Faith ſhould not ſiand in the Wiſe 
dumm of Man, but in the Power of GOD. By the Power of 
So THEREFORE mull neceſſarily be underſtood, the 
Miracles performed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, * By 
| the illative Particle, Herefbre, this Propoſition ſhould 
be an Inference from ſome other: But what other 1 
cannot yet diſcern. So that, for the preſent I can only 
look upon It, as a freſh Inſtance of begging the —— | 


on. 


« He goes on in the 5th, roth and following Verſes, 1 


to explain this Demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power,” 


But he does not ſay one Syllable therein, either of the 
ancient Prophecies, or of Miracles, Nor will it be 
 ealily proved, that he ſpeaks either of one or the other, 


from the Beginning of the Chapter to the End. 
After tranſcribing the 13th Verſe, which Things 4065 
_- ſpeak, not in the Mos ds which Man's V dom teacheth, 


but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing ſpiritual 
Things wwith Spiritual, your Lordſhip adds, em 
e ab laſt Paſſage it appears, that the Words which the 
| Holy Ghoſt is ſaid 7 zeach, muſt be the Prophetical Re- 
velations of the O4 7. amen, which were diſcovered to 
the Apoſtles by the ſame Spirit.” I cannot apprehend, 
| how this appears. 1 cannot as yet ſee any Connection 


At t all det the Premiſſes and the Concluſion, PR, 
Upon 
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Holy One, and ye know all Things.- 


(53) 
Upon the Whole, I deſire any Calm and Serious 


| Man, to read over this whole Chapter; and then he 
will eafily judge, what is the natural Meaning of the 
| Words in Queſtion : And whether (altho' it be allowd, 
That they were peculiarly fulfilled in the Apoſtles, yet) 
they do not manifeſtly belong, in a /ower Senſe, to 
every True Miniſter of Chriſt? For what can be 
more undeniable than this, That our Preaching alſo is 
_ vain, unleſs it be attended with e Power of that 


Spirit, who alone pierceth the Heart ? And that your 


Hearing is vain, unleſs the ſame Power be preſent to 
heal your Soul, and to give You a Faith which fand- 
eth not in the W dom of Man, but in the Power of 
60D? 


id. Aibehce Paſſage that (your Lordſhip thinks) 


has been miſapplied by Enthufiaſts, but was really 
peculiar to the Times of the Apoſtles, is 1 John ii. 


20 and 27. (p. 35.) Te have an Unction from the 


ing which ye have received of bom abideth in you : 


Aud ye need not that any Mon teach you, but as the 
ame Anointing teacheth you of all Things, end is Truth, 


and is no Lie. And even as it hath taught you, ye 


hall abide in him.” © Here the Apoſtles arms the 
true Chriſtians againſt Seducers, by an Argument 

drawn from the Unction, from the Holy One, that was 

tn or rather among them: 
mediate Iuſpiration of ſome of their Teachers.” p. 372.2 
Here it reſts upon your Lordſhip, to prove (as vell 


as affirm) 1. That & ſhould be tranſlated among : 


That this Un&ion from the Holy One means, 2 Tho 


Inſpiration of ſome of their Teachers.” | | 
The latter your Lordſhip attempts to prove thus: 
The Inſpired Teachers of old were tet apart #0: 


that Office, b „ an E. xtraordinary Effulion of the Hol 
SGhoſt: Therefore | 1 5 p. 32 | 
Dye Unction from the Holy Om here, means ſuch an 
Effuſion. I deny the Conſequence 
5 fil} to be proved. 


- 


Your Lordſhip's ſecond Argument 3 1 drawn from the 


| 26th \ Verſe 2 the boos YE ot dt 75 1 e 


Tons Propoſe 


But the Anoint- 


that 1s, from the Ii 


. iſo the Queſtion 13 


( 54 ) ; 


P ropoſed in form, it will ſtand thus : ; . 


If thoſe Words, He Hall teach you all Things, 


. relate only to a Miraculous Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, ; 


then theſe Words, The ſame Anointing teacheth you of all 

Things, relate to the ſame Miraculous Gift: 

But thoſe Words relate only to a Miraculous Gift : 
Bs herefore, theſe relate to the ſame.” 


I conceive, it will not be very eaſy to make good che 


Conſequence i in the firſt Pro poſition. But I deny the 


| Minor alſo: the Contradictory whereto, 1 truſt, pw 


appeared to be true. 


I grant indeed, That theſe Words were more emi. 
rently fulfill'd, in the Age of the Apoſtles. But this 
is altogether confiltent with their belonging in a lot 
Senſe, to all Chriſtians, in all Ages: Seeing they have 
all need of 42 Unfion from the Holy One, a Super- 
natural Affiſtance from the Holy Ghoſt, that they may 


know in the due Uſe of all proper Means, all Things 


needſul for their ouls Eealth. I herefore it is no En- 
 mhuſecſm, to teach That the Un@iox from the He Ore, - 


belongs to all Chriftians in all Ages, 


18. There is one Topic of your Lordſhip's yet un⸗ 
touch'd.; that is Authority : One you have very fre- 
quently made uſe of, and wherein, probably, the G- 


ncrality of Readers ſuppoſe your Lordſhip's great 


Strength lies. And indeed when your Lordſhip faſt 
mentioned, (p. 11.) „ The general Senſe of the Pri- 
mitwe Church, 1 preſun ed you would have produced 
{o numerous Authorities, that I ſhould not eaſily be able 
| to confalt them all. But I ſoon found my Miſtake ; 


your Lordſhip naming only Carle Ne, Fe at. 075 Jen | 


: and 4 then ius. 


However, tho' theſe Four can no more be term'd the _ 
[Primitive Church, than the Church Univerſal, yet 1 


conſent to abide by their Suffrage. Nay, I wall go a 
Step farther {lill, If any two of theſe affirm, that thoſe 


ts ven Texts belong only to the cpoſtolical Age, and not 
io the Chriftians of 28 . Tae, J Will Lie up the | 


5 Whole Cauſe. 


But let it be obſerved : 11 chey ſhould afficm, that 
"the 8 1 belong to dae l bians 1 the 7 poftolicel yy 
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A ge, that Fn not prove the Point, echte they may 
in a ſecondary Senſe belong to others notwithſtanding : 
Nor does any of them ſpeak home to the Queſtion, un- 


leſs he maintain in expreſs Terms, that theſe Texts 


refer only to the miraculous Gifts of the * and not 
at all to the State of ordinary Chriſtians. 


10656. Concerning thole three Texts, John xiv, ver. 16 | 

and the 26. and 7ohn xvi. wer. 13. © I could eafily 
add (fays your Lordſhip,*) the Authorities of Chry- 

| F/o/ftom and the other ancient Commentators.” St. CH- 
 /oftom's Authority I will conſider now, and that of the | 


others, when they are produced. 


It is granted, that he interprets not only Jobn x xvi. 
13. but alſo both the Paſſages in the 14th Chapter, 


| as primarily belonging to the Apoſtles. Yet Part of his 
5 Comment on the 26th Verſe, 1s as follows. 


„ Such is that Grace (of the Comforter) that if it 


finds Sadneſs, it takes it away; if evil Deſire, it con- 


ſumes it. It caſts out Fear, and ſuffers him that re- 

ceives it to be a Man no longer, but tranſlates him, as 
it were, into Heaven. Hence none of them counted any 
thing bis own, but continued in Prayer, with Glaaneſs 


and Singleneſs of Heart. For this chiefly is there need 


of the Holy Ghoſt. For the Fruit of the Spirit is Joy, 
Peace, Faith, Meckneſs. Indeed ſpiritual Men often 
grieve; bat that Grief is ſweeter than Joy, For what- 


ever is of the Spirit, is the greatelt Gain, as whatever 


is of the World, is the greateſt Loſs. Let us therefore 

in keeping the Commandments” (according to our 
Lord's Exhortation, wer. 15.) © fecure the unconquer- 

able Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, and we thall be nothing 2) 


inferior to Angels.“ 


St. Chry/oſtom here, aſter he bad n that the 
Promiſe of the Comforter primarily belonged to the 
Apoſtles : (And who ever queſtioned it?) undeniably 
f* teaches, 'That in a /econdery Senſe, it belongs to 

all Chriſtians: To all Hpiritual Men, "all who keep the 
 Commans#/ments. 1 appeal therefore to all Mankind, 
Whether his Autk ority touching the Promiſe of our Lord 
in theſe Texts, does not overthrow the Tropolition it 


Was cited to o prove? f 
625 15. 


Alibo 


Ta) 


Altho your Lordſhip names no other Author here, 
yet Page 42. you ſay, The affigned Senſe of theſe 
Paſſages was confirmed by the Authority of Origen.” 


It is needful therefore to add, what occurs in his | 


Works, with regard to the preſent Queſtion. 


e occaſionally mentions this Promiſe of our Lord, 
in four ſeveral Places. But it is in one only that he 


ſpeaks pertinently to the Point in hand, (Vol. II. pP. 5955 
. Edit. Bened.) where his Words are theſe: | 


When the Spirit of Truth is come, he awill 200 you E 


| Into all Truth, and he will teach you all Things. © The 


Sum of all good Things conſiſts. in this, that a Man be. 
found worthy to receive the Grace of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Otherwiſe, nothing will be accounted n in him, 5 


5 who hath not the Holy Spirit.” 


Do theſe Words confirm that“ Senſe of choke Paſ. f 


- fages which your Lordſhip had affigned ?” Rather do 
they not utterly overturn it? And prove, (as above) 


that altho' this Promiſe of our Lord, primerily belongs 
to the Apoſtles, yet in the ſecondary Senſe, it belongs 
according to Origen s | ae to all Chriſtians 3 in all . 


5 ? 


_ thee Words: -- 
40 He is a Babe who is fed with Milk— Te if be ſeeks 
the 1 hings that are above without doubt he will be 


of the Number of thoſe, who receive not the Spirit of 
Bondage again unto. Fear, but the Spirit of Adoption, Ft 


15 thro”. whom they /, Abba Father.” Vol. I. p. 79. 
Again, The Fulneſs of Time is come when they 


who are willing, receive the Adoption, as Paul teaches 
ain : theſe Words, Le Care pat 2 received che Opirit of Bon- 


de Le 5 


The fourth Text mention'd. as beloaging to the 

5 fir Chriſtians only, is Rom, viii. 15, 16 and p. 26. 
FT Interpretation is confirmed by the 
| Authority of the moſt eminent Fathers.” The Reader 
is particularly refered to Origen and Ferom in locum. 
But here ſeems to be a Miſtake of the Name. Jerem 
in locum ſhould mean, Ferom upon the Place, pon 
Rom. viii. 15, 16. But ] cannot perceive, that there 
is one Word upon that Place, in all St. Ferom's Works. 
Nor indeed has Origen commented upon it any 
more than Jerom. But he occaſionally mentions R 1 


— 


(57) 


dage again unto Fear; but ye have receive? the Spirit 0 of | 


Adoption, whereby wwe cry, Abba Father ! And it is writ- 
ten in the Goſpel according to St. John, To as many 
as received him, to them gave he Poaber to become the 
Sons of GOD, even to them that believe in his Name, 
Vol, I. p. 231, 232. 


Vet again, Every one that is born of Goo; and 


doth not commit Sin, by his very Actions ſaith, Our 
Father which art in Heaven, the Spirit itſelf bearing 


Witneſs with their Spirit, that 150 « ere the Children of 
GOD.” ibid. 


According to Origen therefore, this Teſtimony of the 


Spir zt, is not any fublick Teſtimony by Miracles, pe- 
culiar to the ſirſt Times, but an 7ward Teſtimony, 


belonging in common to all that are born of GOD. 


And conlequently the Authority of Origen does not 
LY _ that ITPro con.” neither; but abſolutely 
deſtroy 5 D 
18, The laft Authority your Lordſhip en to on 
this Text is, That of the great John Chry/a/tom, who 
reckons the Teſfimony of the Spirit of Adoption by which 
we cry Abba Father | among the miraculous Gifts of 
the Spirit,” ] rather chuſe (your Lordſhip adds, 
pi. 26) to refer you to the Words of St. Chry/oftom, 
than to tranſcribe them here, as having almoſt tranſla- 
| ted them in the e Account of the * of 
' the Spirit. 4 
However, 1 believe it will not be Labour lot, to 
tranſer be a few of thoſe Words. ED 5 
It is in his Comment on the 14th V erle, that he 
firſt mentions, St. Paul's Compariſon between a Jess 


and a Ciſiian. How fairly your I. ordihip has repre- 
ſented this, let every Reader judge. 


A. many as are led by the Spirit of GOD, they: ore. 

the Sons of GOD. -—— © Whereas the fame Title 
had been given of old to the Fes alſo,— he ſhews 
in the Sequel, how great a Difference there is, be- 
tween that Honour and this. For tho', ſays he, the 
Titles are the fame, yet the Things are not. And 
he plainly proves it, by comparing both what they 
had received, and what they looked for. And firit 
he ſhews what they . receiv'd, Viz. A en of Bou. 
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dage. Therefore he 05 « Ye Bowe not received he 
Spirit of Bondage again unto Fear : but ye have received 


the Spirit of Agoption. What means the Spirit of Fear! 


HD Obſerve thats whole Life, and you will know clear- 
ly. For Puniſhments were at their Heels, and much 
Fear Was on every ſide, and before their Face But 
with us it is not ſo. 
are cleans'd, ſo that we do all Things well, not for 
Fear of preſent Puniſhment, but thro' our Love of Gop, 
They therefore, tho' they 
were called Sons, yet were as Slaves; but we, being 
made free, have received the Adoption, and look not 
for a Land of Milk and Honey, but for Heaven.“ 
e brings alſo another Proof, That we have 
' the Spirit of Adoption, by which, ſays he, abe cry, Abba, : 
Father. ——\ his is the firſt Word we utter, {ET Tag 
| bab woag exiivac, N Toy See — reg o Aoyeuud 
r voor: after thoſe amazing Throes (or Birth- Pangs) 
and that ſtrange and wonderful Manner of W 


For our Mind and Conſcience 


and an Habit of Virtue. 


forth.“ 


He brings yet another Proof of the 80 eriority D 
of thoſe who had 257 Spirit of Adoption. 
itſelf beareth qwitneſs with our Spirit that we are the. 
Children of GOD. 
from the Voice itſelf, but alſo from the Cauſe whence _ 
that Voice proceeds. For the Spirit ſuggeſts the Words 
While we thus ſpeak, which he hath elſewhere expreſt 
more plainly, GOD hath ſent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into our Hearts, crying, Abba, e But what 
is, The Spirit beareth awitneſs with our Spirit Me. 
means, The Paraclete by the Gift given unto us.” (But 
that this was an Extraordinary Gift, we have no Inti- 
mation at all, neither before nor after) * And when the | 
Spirit beareth evitne/s, what Doubt is left? If a Man þ& 


J prove this, ſays he, not only 


or an Angel ſpake, ſome might doubt. But when the 


Moſt High beareth witneſs to us, WhO can doubt ay. 
longer 8 3 
Now let any reaſonable Man judge. Jon far your IE 
: Lordſhip has ** tranſlated the Words of St. Chry/o Vom ? 
And whether he reckons the Teſtimony of the «ad a- 
— the nen, Gifts of the Holy Gholt ; Fe | 
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(59) 


A_ thoſe Ordinary Gifts of the Spirit of Cluit, 


which if a Man have not, he is none of His ? | 
19. The Fifth Text. your Lordſhip quotes, as de- 


ſcribing a Miraculous Gift of the Spirit, is 1 Cor. 14. 
15: To prove which, you comment on the 8th Chapter 
to the Romans, particularly the 26th Verſe : And 


here again it is ſaid, ** "That the Interpretation al- 
ſign'd, is confirm'd by ſeveral of the moſt eminent Fa- 


thers, more eſpecially the Great John Chry/o oftom, as 


well as by Origen and Ferome upon the Place, 
I cannot find St. Jerome to have writ one Line 1 


the Place. 
Verſe, ta relate to all Chriſtians in all Ages. 


Nay, it is remarkable, 


Verſe, as deſcribing the Ordinary Privilege of all Chri- 
Thus far, therefore, he does not confirm, but 
overthrow ** the Interpretation before aſſigned.” But 


in the Middle of the Verſe he breaks of, and expounds 5 


the latter Part, as en one of the Miraculous 
Gifts. 


et 1. ma % the Juſtice to this Venerable Man t to 
5 obſerve, He does not ſuppoſe that Miræculous Gift was 
given, only that tlie Inſpired might do what yt Or- 

dinary Chriſtian might have done without it. 


Interpretation even of the latter Part of the Verſe, 
he does in no wiſe confirm) But that he might ak 
in every Particular Circumſtance, the determinate 


1 Thing which it was the Will of Goo to give. 
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20. The 'Third Father by whom it is ſaid this In- 
terpretation is confirm'd is Origen, The firſt Paſſag ige 
of his, which relates to Rom. vili. 26. runs thus: (Vol. 


. I. p. 199.) 


Paul perceiving how far he was, aſter all theſe 
Things, 


from knowing to pray for what he ought 
as he « ght, ſays, We know not what we ſou d pray. 
for as we ought. But he adds, whence what is want- 
ing may be had by one who indeed does not know, 
but dabours to be found worthy of Marin the Defect 
ſpoons. For he 21757 * 


And it is obvious, that St. Chry/oftom ſup- 
poſes, the whole Context from the I7th to the 25th. 

How 
this can be ſaid to © confirm the Interpretation aſ- 
fign'd,”” I cannot conjecture. 
that he expounds the former Part of the 26th 
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3 
our Infirmities. For aue know not what wwe ſhould pray 
or as aue ought. But the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion 
for us, with Groanings which cannot be utter d. And he 
that ſearcheth the Hearts knoweth what is the Mind of the 
Spirit; becauſe he maketh Interceſſion for the Saints, ac- 
cording to the Will of GOD. The Spirit which crieth 
Abba, Father, in the Hearts of the Saints, knowing 

| well our Groanings in this Tabernacle, maketh In- 
 terceſſion for us to GOD, with Groanings which cannot 
be utter d. To the ſame Effect is that Scripture, 1 
Cor. xiv. 15. I will pray with the Spirit, I auill pray 
with the Underſtanding alſo. For our Underſtanding 
(or Mind 6 %) cannot pray, if the Spirit do not pray 
before it, and the Underſtanding, as it were, liſten to it.“ 


Again (Vol. II. p. 146.) “ I would know, how the 


* 


Saints cry to Gon without a Voice. The Apoſtle 
ſhews, GOD hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
our Hearts, crying, Abba, Father ! And he adds, The 


Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion for us, with Groanings 
 ewhich cannot be utter d. And again, He that ſearcheth 


the Hearts, knoweth what is the Mind of the Spirit, be- 
cauſe he maketh Interceſſion for the Saints, according ts 
the Will sf GOD. Thus therefore, the Spirit making 
Interceſſion for us with Gop, the Cry of the Saints is 
heard without a Voice.“ „ . 


Once more in his Homily on Joſpua, (Vol. II. 419.) 


jjeſus, our Lord, doth not forſake us; but altho- 


when we would pray, wwe know not what to pray for 
as ave ought, yet the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion 


Vor us awith Groanings which cannot be utter'd, Now the 
the Lord is that Spirit: The Spirit aſſiſts our Prayers, 
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and offers them to Gop with Groanings which we i 


cannot expreſs in Words.“ 


I believe all Rational Men will obterve from hence, 


That Origen is ſo far from confirming, that he quite 
overturns your Lordſhip's Interpretation of the 16th as 
well as the 26th Verſe of this Chapter : Seeing, in his 
judgment, both that Teflimony of the Spirit, and this 
Prayer belong to all Chriſtians in all Ages 
221. The Sixth Scripture which your Lordſhip has 
undertaken to ſhew, ** relates only to the Apoſtolical 
Xs RO VVV 
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the Spirit and of Power : Of the Spirit, 
the Prophecies, ſufficient to convince any one, efpeci- 


( 61: 


Times, is 1 Co. ii. Ver. 4, 5. And “e this Inter- 


pretation alſo, (it is ſaid) is confirm'd by the Autho- 


rity of Chryſoſtom, Origen, and other ancient Writers.“ 


(p. 33.) With thoſe other © Antient Writers“ I have no 
concern yet. St. Chry/o/tom ſo far confirms this In. 
terpretation, as to explain that whole Phraſe, he De- 
- monſtration of the Spirit and of Power, of “ the Power 


of the Spirit ſhewn by Miracles. But he fays not 


one Word, of any © Proof of the Chriſtian Religion, 
ariſing from the Types and Prophecies of the Old 


5; Origen has theſe Words (Vol. [6.4 51 


Our Word has a certain peculiar Demonſtration, 


more Divine than the Grecian, Logical Demonſtra- 


tion. This the Apoſtle terms, The et bras of 


ally of the Things that relate to Chriſt ; of Power, 


| becauſe of the Miraculous Powers, ſome Footſteps of 


which ſtill remain.'“' 


+ Hence we may doubtleſs infer, That Origen judg'd 
this Text to relate, in its primary Senſe to the Apoſtles : 
EBut can we thence infer, That he did not judge it to 
belong, iz a /ower Senſe, to all true Miniſters of 


Chrilt 2-6, 


Let us hear him ſpeaking for himſelf in the ſame 
And my Speech and my Preaching were not with inti- 
cing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the 
Spirit and of Power : That your Faith ſhould not fland 
in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of GOD. 
Thoſe who hear the Word preached with Poaver, are 


themſelves filled <vith Poxwer,” (N. B. Not the Power 


of working Miracles) which they demor/trate both in 
their Diſpotition, and in their Life, and in their ſtriv- 
ing for the Truth unto Death. But ſome, altho' they 
profeſs to believe, have not this Power of Gop in 


7 
® -- 


them, but are empty thereof. 


(bid O-4,ex then believe, that the Porver mention'd 
in this Text, belong'd only to the Apoſtolical Age ?) 
oe ob et: _ By 
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the £xtraordinary- Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 


(62) 


& See the Force of the Word, conquering Believers f 


by a Perſuaſiveneſs attended with the Power of Gop! 
I ſpeak this to ſhew the Meaning of them that ſaid, 


And my Speech and my Preaching were not with the in- 


ticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of 


the Spirit and of Power ; That your Faith fhou'd not 


ftand in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of 

60D. This Divine Saying means, That what is 

| ſpoken is not ſufficient of itſelf {altho* it be true and 
moſt worthy to be believ'd) to pierce a Man's Soul, if 
there be not alſo a certain Poæber from GOD given 
to the Speaker, and Grace bloom upon what is ſpoken, 
and this Grace cannot be but from Gp.“ 


Alfter obſerving, That this is the very Paſſage which L 


-your Lordſhip mentions at the Cloſe of the other (but 


does not cite) I defire every unprejudiced. Perſon to 
judge, whether Origen does not clearly determine, 


It the Power, ſpoken of in this Text, is in ſome | 
meaſure given to all True Miniſters in all Ages? 


22. The Laſt Scripture. which your Lordſhip affirms 


4 to be peculiar to the Times of the Apoflles,” is that ; 
in the firſt Epiſtle of. St. John, concerning the Union 


of the Holy One. 


To confirm this Interpretation, we are referr'd to 
the Authority of Origen and Chry/oftom, on the Pa» 


rallel Paſſages in St. John's Goſpel,” (p. 42.) 


But it has appear'd, That both theſe Fathers ſup- 1 N 


poſe thoſe Paſſages to belong to all Chriſtians. And 
conſequently their Authority (if theſe are Parallel Paſ- 
lages) ſtands full againſt this Interpretation. 


Your Lordſhip ſubjoins, I ſhall here only add chat 


of the Great Atbanaſius, who (in his Epiſtle to Sera- 
_ pion) interprets The Union from the Holy One, not 
_ zxerely of Divine Grace, but of the Extraordinary Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit.” 3 py 


Nay, it is enough, if he interprets it at all: of = 


} Ordinary Grace, ſuch as is common to all Chriſtians, 


And this your Lordſhip allows he does. But I can- 


not allow that he interprets it of any Thing elſe, I 


cammot perceive, That he interprets it at all, of 


His 


Father.” „„ 
And ov, in his Oration againſt the Arians. 
Hie ſendeih the Spirit of his Son into our Hearts, _ 
crying, Abba, Father, His Son in us, invoking the 
Father, makes him to be call'd our Father. Certainly 
Gop cannot be call'd Their Father, who have not 


Mitter: 


. 
His Words are, The Holy Spirit is call'd; and 
is The Unction and the Seal. For 7% writes, The. 


Anointing which ye have received of him, abideth in 


you; and ye need not that any Man ſhould teach you, 

but os his Anointing, his Spirit, he teacheth you of all 
Things. Again, it is written in the Prophet {/7ah, 
The Sfirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath 


|” anointed me. And Paul writes thus; In whom al/o ye, 
' aevere feald, And again, Grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
' GOD, whereby ye are ſealed unto the Day of Redemp- 


tion, This Anointing is the Breath of the Son, ſo 
that he who hath the Spirit may ſay, We are the ſabeet- 


ſmelling Sawour of Chrift. Becauſe we are Partakers of 
the Holy Spirit, we have the Son: And having the 


Son, we have the Spirit, crying in our Hearts, Abba, 


the Son in their Hearts.” 


I, it riot eaſy to be obſerv'd here, 1. That Alle. 


naſius makes That Teſtimony” of the Spirit, Common to 


all the Children of Gop : 2. That he joins The Anoint- 
ing ef the Holy One, with that Seal of the Spirit 
wherewith all that perſevere are ſeal'd to the Day of 


Redemption: And 3. That he does not, throughout 


* this Paſſ:ge, ſpeak of the Extraordinary Gifts at all? 
Therefore, upon the Whole, The Senſe of the Pri- 
. mitive Church, ſo far as it can be gather'd from the 


Authors above cited, is, That “ altho? fome of theſe 


| Seriptures primarily refer, to thoſe Extraordinary Gifts 
of the Spirit, which were given to the Apoſtles and a 


few other Perſons in the Apoſtolical Age: yet they re- 
fer alſo, in a /econdary Senſe, to thoſe Ordinary Ope- 


rations of the Holy Spirit, which all the Children of 


Gop do and will experience, even to the End of the 


* 23. What I mean by The Ordinary Oper ations of the 
| Holy Ghoſt, I ſum up in the Words of a Modern 


, OY 


a * Rem, viii. 14. 


(64) 


* Sanctifcation ala oppoſe to our Corruption, 


and anſwering fully to the Latitude thereof, whatſo- 
ever of Holineſs and Perfection is wanting in our Na- 
ture, muſt be ſupplied by the Spirit of Gop. Where- 


fore being by Nature we are totally void of all Sav- 


ing Truth, ard under an Impoſſibility of knowing the 
Will of Gop; this Syirit ſearcheth all Things, yea, 
even the deep Things of GOD, and revealeth them unto 
the Sons of Men, ſo that thereby the Darkneſs of 
their Underſtanding is expell'd, and they are inlighten d 
with the Knowledge of Gop. The ſame Spirit which 
rewvegleth the Object of Faith generally to the Unis 
verſal Church, doth alſo illuminate the Underſtanding | 
of ſuch as believe, that they may receive the Truth. | 
For Faith is the Gift of GOD, not only in the Object, 
but alſo in the Act. And this Gift is a Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt working within us—And. as the Increaſe 
of Perfection, fo the Original of Faith is from the Spi- 
rit of Gop, by an Internal Illumination of the Soul.“ 
Ihe Second Part of the Office of the Holy 
| Ghoſt is, the Renewing of Man in all the Parts and 
= culties of his Soul. For our Natural Corruption 
conſiſting in an: Averſation of our Wills, and a Depra- 
vation of our Affections, an Inclination of them to 
the e of G oh, is wrovght within us by the n 
of G | | 
1 9 75 1 ol Third Part of. this Cffce is, To lead, di- 5 
rect and govern us in our Actions and Converſations. = 
If we live in the Spirit, quicken'd by his Renovation, 
we mult. alſo walk in the Spirit, following his Directi- 
on, led by his Manuduction. We are alſo animated 
and acted by the Spirit of Gov, who giveth both to 
 ewill and to do: And * os many as are thus led by the 


Spirit of GOD, are the Sons of GOD. Moreover, that 


this Direction may prove more effectual, we are guid- 
ed in our Prayers by the ſame Spirit: According to 
the Promiſe, I will pour upon the Houſe of David, 

end upon the Inbabitants of Wen the Spirit * = 
| Grace ond Supplication. (Zech. xii. 10.) Whereas then 
5 7s the es eat which We bave- in Mats th: i „ - 


ave aft any Thing according to his Will, he beareth a s. 


(os) 


And Whereas ve know not what we ſhould pray for as 


ave ought, > the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſfi on for us 
with Groanings which cannot be utter d: And © he that 


| , ſearcheth the Hearts, knoweth what is the Mind of the 


Spirit, becauſe be maketh- Intercelſi on for the Saints, ac- 


' cording to the Will of GOD. From which Interceſ- 
+ fion” (made for all true Chriſtians) ** he hath the 
Name of the Paraclete given him by Chrilt, who 
ſaid, I auill pray the Father and he awill give you ano- 
ther Paraclete. For if any Man fin, we have a Pa- 


raclete with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous, 


ſaith St. 70% Who maketh Interceſſion for us, ſaith 


St. Paul, (Rom. viii. 34.) And we have © another Pa- 


raclete, faith our Saviour: f Which alſo maketh Inter- 
ceſſion for us, ſaith St. Paul, A Paraclete then, 1 in _ 


Notion of the Scriptures, is an Interceſſor.“ 


lt is alfo the Office of the Holy Ghoſt, to * us 
of the Aloption of Sons, to create in us a Senſe of 
the paternal Love of Gop towards us, to give us an 


Earneſt of our everlaſting Inheritance. The Lowe of 


GOD is hed abroad in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt 


which is given unto us. For os many as are led by the 


Spirit of GOD, they are the Sons of GOD. And becauſe 
woe are Sons, GOD hath fent forth the Spirit of bis 
Son into our Hearts, crying Abba Father. 5 For abe 
have not received the Spirit of Bondage again to fear, 
but we have recerved the Spirit of Adoption, 4 whereby aue 
cry Abba Father: The &pirit itſelf bearing Witneſs With 
our Prrit, that ave are the Children of GOD. 5 
as therefore we are born again by the Spirit and 
receive from him our Regeneration, ſo we are alſo by 
the ſame Spirit aſſured of our Adoption, Becauſe being 
Sons we ore alſo Heirs, Heirs of GOD and Foint- heirs 
with Chrift, by the ſame Spirit we have the Vedge, or 
rather the E arneft of our Inberitauce. For he which © 
 eftabliſheth us in Chrift, and hath anointed us in GOD; 
who hath alſa ſealed us, and hath given us the Farneft _ 
; . bis r in our Hearts : : "8 that WE are frat: 4 with 5 


* Wie 46. £ Ver. 27. C Tabs xiv. ng 26. Jobn . 
xiv. 16. Ram. Vit, 27: 8 Ver, 1 16, „„ 
335% 8 


(66) 


that Holy Spirit of Promiſe, which is the Earneſt of our. 


Inheritance. The Spirit of Gop, as given unto us in 


this Life, is to be looked upon as an Earneſt, being: 


Part of that Reward which is promiſed, and, upon 


Performance of the Covenant which Go hath made 


with us, certainly to be received,” 
' Your Lordſhip obſerved, that * the interpretation 


of thoſe Paſſages, which relate to the Un4ion from the 
Holy One, depends cn the Senſe of thoſe other Paſſages | 
of Holy Scripture, particularly, thoſe in St. 70% 
Goſpel.” Now if ſo, then theſe Words fix the Senſe of 
ſix out of the ſeven Texts in queſtion : And every one 
of them, in the Judgment of this Writer, deſcribes 
the ordinary Gifts beſtowed on all Chriſtians. 


It now reſts with: -your Lordſhip, to take your 
Choice; either to condemn or to acquit both. Eicher 


your Lordſhip muſt condemn Biſhop Pearſon for an 
_ Enthuſiaſt, (a man no ways inferior to'Biſhop Chry- 
foftom : Or you muſt acquit me: For I have bis expreſs 


Authority on my Side, concerning every Text which 1 
affirm to belong to all Chriſtians. 


. . 
I 


24. But I have greater Authority than bly. and ſuch 85 


as J reverence, only leſs than that of the Oracles of | 
 Gop. I mean, that of our own Church. I ſhall cloſe Þ 
this Head, by ſetting down what occurs in her au- 
thentic Records, concerning either. our receiving tbe 
He Ghoſt, or his ordina? 7 Operations in all true 


Chriſtians, _ 
In her daily 3 he teaches us all to dee : 


| Gov, to grant us his Holy Spirit, that thoſe Things may. : 
pleaſe Lim avhich ave do at this Preſent, and that: the 
reſt of our Life may be pure and holy: To pray for our 


Sovereign Lord the King, that Gop would repleniſh him 


_ evith the Grace of bis” Holy Spirit; For all the Roya! 4 


Family, that they may be endued with his Holy Spirit, 
and enriched avith his heavenly Grace : For all the Clergy 


and People, That he would end down upon them the | 
healthful Spirit of his Grace: For the Catholick Church, | 
thatz? may be guided and governed by his good Spit it: And. 
for all therein who at any Time make their common & ufplis 
cation unte him, that the Fellowfhip or Communication | 
ef the Holy Gut may be 20 wih them all ever more. 1 
= FCC 
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1 Sundey after Trinity, 
- Conmunion Mer. 


T 67 T- 
Her Collects are ful of Pee to the ſame Effect: 
« Grant that we may daily be renewed by thy Holy 


pPpirit — ® Grent that in all our Sufferings here, for the 
- Teſtimony of thy '[ruth, we may by Faith behold the 
Glory that ſhall be revealed, and being filled with the 


Holy Gho/t, may love and bleſs our Perlecutors. © Send 
thy Holy Ghoſt and pour into our Hearts that moſt 


excellent Gift of Charity. 4 O Lord, from whom all 
good Things do come, grant to us thy humble Serv- 
ants, that by thy Holy Inſpiration we may think thoſe 


Things that are good, and by thy merciful Guidance 


may perform the ſame. © We beſeech thee leave 
us not comfortlets, but ſend to us the Holy Ghoſt 
to comfort us. f Grant us by the ſame Spirit to 
have a right Judgment in all Things and evermore 
do rejoice in his holy Comfort. (N. B. The Church 
here teaches all Chriſtians to claim #he Comforter, 


in Virtue of the Promiſe made r 14) s Crant 


us, Lord, we beſeech thee, the Spirit, to think 
and do always ſuch T hings as be rightful. O GOP, 
foraſmuch as without thee, we are not able to 
= pleaſe thee, mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit, may 
in all Things direct and rule our Hearts. * Cleanie 
the Thoughts of our Hearts by the Inſpiration of thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfedtly love thee, and 
Worthily magnify thy Holy Name.” 

Give thy Holy Spirit to this Infant (or this Per- 

ſon) that he may be born again. — Give thy Holy 
Spirit to theſe Perſons (M B. already baptized) that 
they may continue thy Servants.” 


« Almighty Gop, who haſt vouchſafed to regene- 


rate theſe Perſons by Water and the Holy Ghoſt 
Screngthen them with the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, 


and duly increaſe in them the manifold Gifts of thy 
Grace.” 5 Ofgice 9 Confirm tion. 


0 Colle for Chrifimas Dey. 29 St. Stephen 5 Day 


© Drinquageſima Sunday, * $16 Sunday after Eaſter, 


© Sunday after Aſcenſion Dey.” . Whitſunday, * 9-2. 
-D Ty Toy — Trinit "Ys | 
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and Pledge of our everlaſting inheritance. 76id. 
he Holy Ghoſt ſat upon each of them, like as 
had been cloven "Tongues of Fire: To tench, that 
it is he which giveth Floquence and Utterance in preach- 8 
ing the Goſpel; which engendereth a burning Zea! 
85 towards Gop's Word, and giveth all Men @ Tougue, 
yea a hery Tongue. NV. B. Whatever occurs in any 

of the Journals, of Gop's * giving me Utterance, or 
enabling me to ſpeak with Poaver,” cannot there- 
fore be quoted as Enthiſi m, without wounding the 
Church thro* my Side ) “ So that if any Man be a 


(6) 


From theſe Paſt: ages it may ſufficiently appear, for 
what Purpoſes every Chriſtian, according to the Doctrine 
of the Church of Eag land, does now receive the Holy 


Ghoſt. But this will "be ill more clear from thoſe that h 
follow): Wherein the Reader may likewiſe obſerve, a 
plain, rational Senſe of Gop's revealing himſelf to us, 


of the 1n/piration of the Holy Ghoſt, and of a Believer's 


Chriſt. 
48 Gon gave them of old Grace to be his Chil- 


Oren, as he doth us now. But now, by the Coming 
of our Saviour Chriſt, ave have received. more abun- 


dantly the Spirit . GOD in our Hearts.“ Hon. on 


5 F. ith. P. II. 


« [He died to deſtroy the Rule of the Devil in us, 


and he roſe again to fend down his Holy Spirit, to 


rule 7 is our Hearts” © Hom. on the Reſurre%ion,” 
We have the Holy Spirit in our Hearts, as a Seal 


— 


dumb Chriſtian, not profeſſing his Faith openly, he 


giveth Men Occaſion to doubt, leaſt he have not the 
_ Grace of the Holy Gheft within him. 5 Ho. on 
UH, hitſund-y. Tart 1. -- | 


It is the Office of the Holy Ghoſt to Gifs; 


which the more it is hid from our Underitanding*? 
(i e. the particular Manner of his Workin go) the 
more it ought to move all Men, to wonder at the fe- |} 
cret and mighty W orkings of Goy's Holy Spirit. which 
is within us. For it is the Holy Ghoſt that doth 

| quicken the Minds of Men, flirring up godly Motions 
in their Hearts. Neither doth. he think it ſufficient 
inwardly to work the New Birth of lan, unleſs he do 
alſo 


8 


| feeling in nimleyt the mighty Working or the Spirit of | 


_ Chriſtian now receives the Holy Ghoſt, as the Paraclete 


1 


£89) - 


alſo dwell and abide in him. Know ye not, faith St. 
Paul, that ye are the Temple of GOD, and that his 
Spirit develleth in you ? Know ye not, that your Bodies 
are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt aubich is within you? 
Again he faith, I are not in the Fleſh bit in the Spirit. 


For why ? The Spirit of GOD anvelleth in you. To this 


agreeth St. John, à The Anointing which ye have re- 


ceived (he nr worn the Holy Ghoft) abideth in you. 


And St. Peter faith the ſame, The Sjirit of Glory and 
of GOD reſteth upon you. O what Comfort is this to 
the Heart of a true Chriſtian, to think that the 
Holy Ghoſt dwelleth in him! J1* GOD be with. us, as 
the Apoſtle faith, ac can be againſt us ? He giveth 
Patience and Joyfulneſs of Heart, in Temptation and 
Affliction, and is therefore worthily called > the Com- 
farter, He doth inſtru the Hearts of the Simple, in 


the Knowledge of Gop and his Word; therefore he is 
juſtly termed © The Spirit of Truth, And where the 
at all in Learning.“ zbid, 3 

(From this Paſſage I learn, 1. That every true 


Holy Ghoſt doth inſtruct and teach, there is no Delay 


or Comforter promiſed by our Lord, on xiv. 13. 


Secondly, that every Chrittian receives him as the Spirit 
of Truth (promiſed John 16) to teach him all Things : 


And, 3. That the Arointing mentioned in the fiſt. 
| Epittle of St. John, obives in every Chriſfien.) © 
26. In reading of Gop's Word, he profiteth moſt, _ 
that is moſt fired with the Holy Ghoſt.'“ Hom, on 
Reding 722 Part Eons OE 
| Human and worldly Wiſdom is not needful to the 
* Underſtanding of Scripture, but the Revelation of the 
Hoh Ghoſt, who rn/þ:rcth the true Meaning unto them 
that with Humility and Diligence ſearch for it.“ 25:4. 


. 


Make him know and feel, that there is no other 
Name under Heaven given unto Men, whereby we 


can be ſaved.” _ | 


© If we feel our Conſcience at Peace with Gop, 


1 John ii. 27, * Fobn xiv. 16, Jol vi. 13, 


OO 1 
thro' Remiſſion of our Sin, —all is of Gon,” Homily 
en Rogation Week, Part. III. | | 

If you feel ſuch a Faith in you, rejoice in it, and 
let it be daily increaſing by Well-working.“ Hom. on 
Faith. Part. III. 
The Faithful may feel wrought Tranquillity of 
Conſcience, the Increaſe of Faith and Hope, with many 


+. Other Graces of Gop.” Hom. on the Sacrement., P. I. 


© Godly Men feel inwardly Gop's Holy Spirit, in- 
flaming their Hearts with Love. Hom. on certain Places 
of Scripture.- Part. . | 
*© Gon give us Grace, to know thats Things, and 
mL feel them in our Hearts ! This Knowledge and Feel- 
ing is not of ourſelves. Let us therefore ineekly call 
upon the bountiful Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, to z»/fpire 
us with his Preſence, that we may be able to hear the 
Goodneſs of Gop to our Salvation. For without his 
lively Iaſpiration, can we not ſo much as ſpeak the 
Name of the Mediator. No Man can ſay that Feſus 
is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, Much leſs ſhould 
we be able to believe and know theſe great Myſteries. 
that be opened to us by Chriſt. But ave have received, 
| faith St. Paul, not the. Spirit of the World, but the 
Spirit which is of GOD ; for this Purpoſe, that we may 
know the Things which we eely given to us of GOD. In 
the Power of the Holy Gl oft reſteth all Ability to &zow = 
Soy and to lenſe him. It is he that purifieth the Mind 
by his ſceret Working. He erlizhtneth the Heart, to 
_ conceive worthy Thoughts of Almighty Goo. He ſitteth _ 
in the Tongue of Man, to ſtir him to ſpeak his Honour, 
He only miniſtreth ſpiritual Strength to the Powers of the 


Soul and Body. And if we have any Gift, whereby 


we may profit our Neighbour, all is wrought by this 
one and the feit- lame Spiit.” Hom. for Regution 
Week. Part III. 1 
27. Every Propoſition nich x ke any where ad. ; 
voanced, concerning thoſe Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which | believe are common to all Chriſtians in all Ages, | 
5 is here clearly maintained by our own Church. ” 
Under a full Senſe of this, I could not well under- 
ttand for many Years, how it was, that on the men- 
tioning we of theſe: great Truths, even among . 
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of Education, the Cry, immediately aroſe, „ An En- 
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thuſiaſt, an Enthuſiaſt!'“ But I now plainly perceive, 


this is only an old Fallacy in a new Shape. Jo object 
 Enthufiaſm to any Perſon or Doctrine, is but a decent 
Method of begging the Queſtion. It generally ſpares 
the Objector the trouble of reaſoning, and is a ſhorter 
and eaſier way of carrying his Cauſe. _ : 


For inſtance, I aſſert that * till a Man receives the 
Holy Ghoſt, he is without Gop in the World; that he 


cannot know the Things of Gop, unleſs Gon reveal 


them unto him by his Spirit: No, nor have even one 


holy or heavenly Temper, without the Liſpiration of 


the Holy One.“ Now ſhould one who is conſcious to 


himſelf, that he has experienced none of theſe Things, 


attempt to confute theſe Propoſitions, either from 
Scripture or Antiquity, it might prove a difficult Task. 


What then ſhall he do? Why, cry out, © Enthuſia fin! 
| A£Enthufaſm!” And the Work is done. | | 
But what does he mean by Enthaſiaſm? Perhaps 
nothing at all: Few have any diſtinct Idea of its Mean- 


ing. Perhaps, *©* ſomething very bad,” or, © ſome- 


thing I never experienced and do not underitand,” Shall 
I tell you then, what that * terrible ſomething' is? 
I believe, thinking Men mean by Enthuſiaſin, a tort of 
religious Madneſs ; a fa//e Imagination of being inſpired 
by Gop: And by an Enthufiaft, one that fancies him- 


gn on. A, 

Let him prove me guilty of this, who can. I will 
tell you once more the Whole of my Belief on theſe. 
Heads. And if any Man will ſnew me (by Arguments, 


ſelf under the Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, when in 


5 not hard Names) what is wrong, I will thank Gop 
and him. 5 | | 5 


28. Every good Gift is from Gop, and 13 given to 
Man by the Holy Gholl. By Nature there is in us 


no good IThinz. And there can be none, but ſo far, 
as it is wrought in us by that good Spirit. Have we 
any true Knowledge of what is Good? This is not the 


Reſult of our natural Underſtanding. The natural Man 


5  diſeerneth not the Things of the Spirit of GOD : So tt at 


we never can diſcern them, until GUD reveals them 
unto us by his Spirit, Reveals, that is, unveils, un- 
ED i DES e | Overs ; 
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covers; giv es us to know what we did not know be- 

fore. Have we Love? 1: it /hed abroad in our Hearts, 
by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us, He inſpires, 

| breathes, infuſes into our Soul, what of ourſelves we 
could not have. Does our Spirit rejoice in Gop our 
Saivour ? It is Foy in (or by) the Holy Ghoſt, Have 


. 1 | we true inward Peace? It is the Peace of GOD, wrought 
3.8 in us by the ſame Spirit. Faith, Peace, Joy, Love, 
3 are all his Fruits. And as we are figuratively ſaid, to 
Fi, 6 fee the Light of Faith, ſo by a like Figure of Speech 


we are ſaid to feel, this Peace and Joy and Love: 

That is, we have an inward Experience of them, 

v. hich we cannot find any fitter Word to expreſs. _ 

The Reaſons why in ſpeaking of theie Things L uſe 

| thoſe Terms, (Iuſpiration particularly) are, 1. Becauſe 

they are ſcriptural, 2. Becauſe they are uſed by our 

Church. 3. Becauſe I know none better. The Word 

© Tnfluence of the Holy Ghoſt,” which I ſuppoſe you 

uQſe, is both a far 1 and a leſs natural j erm than 

| Inſpiration. It is far ſtronger; even as far as flow-. 
ing into the Soul” is a ftronger Expreſſion than 
«© breathing upon it:“ And leſs natural; as Breathing 

"04 bears a near Relation to Spirit; to Which Hainz in 

bas only a diſtant Relation. 

19 5 Rut you thought I had meant immediate Ioftiration.” 
=. So I do; or-I me: n nothing at all, Not ind eed ſuch In- 
ſpiration as is Vine mediis. But all Inſpiration, tho* by 7 

means, is immediate. Suppoſe, for inſtance, you a e 
| imployed i in private Prayer, and Gov pours "Wn Love 

into your Heart. Gop then acts immediately on your 
Soul: And the Love of him which you then expe- 

rience, is as immediately breathed into you by tlie 
Holy.Ghoſt, as if you had lived 1700 Years ago. 
Change the Term. Say, © GoD then Hs you to . 
love him?“ Well, and is not this immediate Afiftance? 
Say, his Spirit concurs With yours,” You gain no 
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0 Ground. It is zmmediate Concurrence or none at all. 
 Gop a Spirit acts upon your Spirit. Make it out any | 


5 otherwiſe if you can. Wy . 
cannot conceive, how that harmleſs Word I. 2 


mediate, came to be ſuch a Bugbear in the World : 
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the Apoſtles had; and / a Receiving the Holy Ghoſt 


as that was at the Day of Pentecoſt.. I do, in part: 


Indeed J do not mean, that Chriſtians now receive the 
Holy Ghoſt, in order to work Miracles: But they do 


doubtleſs now receive, yea, are filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, in order to be filled with the Fruits of that 
Blefled Spirit. And he inſpires into all true Believers 


now, a Degree of the ſame Peace and Joy and Love, 
Which the Apoſtles felt in themſelves on that Day, 


when they were firſt led with the Holy Ghoſt. 

29. I have now conſidered the moſt material Ob- 
jections I know, which have been lately made againſt 
the great Poctrines I teach. -1 have produced, ſo far 
as in me lay, the Strength of thoſe Objections, and 
then anſwered them, I hope, in the Spirit of Meek- 


' neſs, And now I truſt it appears, that theſe Do&rines 
are no other than the Doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt : That 

they are all evidently contained in the Word of Goo, 
by which alone I deſire to ſtand or fall; and that 

they are fundamentally the ſame with the Doctrines 

of the Church of England, of which I do, and ever did 
profeſs myſelf a Member. 


But there remains one ObjeQion, which tho? relating 
to the Head of Doctrine, yet is independent on all 


that went before. And that is, Lou cannot agree 
in your Doctrines among yourſelves. One holds one 
Thing and one another. Mr. Whitefield anathematizes 
Mr. Weſley; and Mr. Veſley anathematizes Mr. Mite- 

field, And yet each pretends to be led by the Holy 


Ghoſt, by the infallible Spirit of Goo ! Every reaſfon- 
able Man muſt conclude from hence, that neither one 


| nor the other is led by that Spirit.” 


U need not ſay, how continually this has been 1 urg- 


ed, both in common Converſation and from the Preis: 


(I am grieved to add, and from ths Pulpit too; for, if 
the Acguwent were good, it would overturn the Bible.) 
New, how great Streſs has been continually laid upon 

: Whoever propoſes it, propoſes it as Demonſtration, | 


i nd generally claps his Wings „ as being quite aflured, 
FF it will admit of no Anſwer. 


And indeed I am in doubt; Tg 1t dads admit 7 


| (I am ſure, it does not 74 re) apy other Anſwer, chan 
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that coarſe one of the Countryman . to the Remilt 


Champion, Bellarmine, Thou lieſt.” For every 
Propoſition contain'd herein, is grofly, ſhameleſly falſe. 


1, ** You cannot agree in your Doctrines among 


yourſelves” — Who told you ſo? All our Fundamental 
Poctrines, I have recited above. And in every one of 
theſe we do, and have agreed for ſeveral Years. In 
theſe, we hold one and the ſame Thing. In ſmaller 
Points, each of us"thinks, and lets think, 2. Mr. 
Whitefield anathematizes Mr. Weſley.” Another ſhame- 
leſs Untruth. Let any one read what Mr. Whitefield 


wrote, even in the Heat of Controverſy, and he will 


be convinced of the Contrary. 3. And Mr. Weſley 
anathematizes Mr. Whitefield.” This is equally falſe 
and ſcandalous, I reverence Mr. Whitefield, both as a 

Child of God, and a True Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 


4. © And yet each pretends to be led by the Holy 
Ghoſt, by the infallible Spirit of Gop.“ Not in our 
Private Opinions: Nor does either of us pretend to be 


any farther led by the Spirit of Gop, than every 


_ Chriſtian muſt pretend to be, unleſs he will deny the 
Bible. For only as many as are led by the Spirit of 


GOD, are the Sons of GOD. Therefore, if you do | 
not pretend to be led by him too, yea, if! it be not ſo in FE 


fact, you are none of His, 


And now, what is become of your Demonſtration ? : 


| Leave it to the Car-Men and Porters, its juſt Proprie- 
tors: To the zealous Apple-Women that cry after me 


in the Street, This i is he that rails at the Whole Du. 


_ tyful of Man.“ But let every one that pretends to Learn- 
| ing or Reaſon, be aſhamed to mention it any more. 


30. The Firſt Inference, eaſily deduced from what 


has been ſaid, is, That we are not Falſe Prophets.” 
In one Senſe of the Word, we are no Prophets at all; 
for we not foretel Things to come. But in another 
wherein every Miniſter is a Prophet) we are, For we 
v0 ipeak in the Name of Gop. Now a Falſe Prophet 
Un this Senſe of the Word) is one, who declares as | 
the Will of Gop, what is not ſo. But we declare 
(as has been ſhewn at large) nothing elſe as the 
Will of Gov, but what is evidently contain'd in his 
> written Word, as e e by o our own. Church. T here- — 
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fore, unleſs yoa can prove the Bible to be a H Book, 


you cannot poſſibly prove us to be Fal/e Prophets. 
The Text which is generally cited on this Occaſion, 


is Matthew vii. ver. 15. But how unhappily choſen ! 
In the preceding Chapters, our Lord had been de- 


ſcribing That Righteouſneſs which exceeds the Righte- 
ouſne/s of the Scribes and Phariſees, and without which 
we cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven : Event the 
Life of Gop in the Soul; Holineſs of Heart, produc= : 


ing all Holineis of Converſation. In this, He cloſes 


that Rule which fums up the Whole, with thoſe ſo— 
jemn Words, Enter ye in at the Strait Gate: {fuch 


indeed is that of Univerſal Holineſ:) For æulde is the 


Gate, and broad is the Way that leageth to Deſtruction. 
= Gate of Hell is aide as the whole Earth ; he 
Fay of Unholineſs 7s bead as the Great Deep. And 


eel. there be which go in thereat; yea, and excuſe 


themſelves in ſo doing, rr os ftreit is the Gate and 


narrow is the Way that leadeth unto Life, aud fab there 
be that find it. It follows, Beawnre of Falls P/ -ophets; 
of thoſe who ſpeak as from Gop, what God hath 


not ſpoken 3 thoſe who ſhew you any other Way to 


Life, than that which I have now ihewn. So that 
the Falſe Prophe:s, here ſpoken of, are thoſe who 
point out any "other Way to Heaven than this; who 
reach Men to find a Vier Grote, a Broader Way, than 
that deſcribed in the foregoing Chapters. But it has 


been abundantly ſhewn, that we do not. Therefore 


(whatever we are beſide) we are not Falſe Pr ohen. 

Neither are we fas has been frequently and vehe- 
mently aflirm'd) Decei vers of the People, If we teach 
u Truth os it is in Jeſus, if we ſperk os the Oracles 


64% GOD, it follows, That we do not deceive thoſe that N 
| fear, tho* they ſhoald believe whatever we ſpeak.- 


Let GOD be true and every Man a Liar: every Man 
that contradicts his Truth. But he wall be juſtified in 
his Saying, and clear auben he is juds'd, - 
One Thing more I infer, That we are not 1 
thufiaſts.” This Accuſation has been confider'd at 
large: And the main Arguments hitherto brought to 
ſupport it, have been weighed in the Balance and found 
8 Fee This, That none but: my 
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thu, ft ſuppoſe either that * Promiſe of the Comforter, 


or the > Witneſs of the Spirit, or ©That Bara 
Prayer, or d The Undtion from the Holy One, to belong, 
in common, to all Chriſtians.” O my Lord, how 
deeply have you condemn'd the Generation of 
Gob 8 : Children ! Whom have you repreſented as rank, 


dreaming Enthuſiafts? As either deluded or deſigning 


Men? Not only Biſhop Pearſon, a Man hitherto ac- 
counted both found in Heart, and of good Under- 
ſtanding; but likewiſe Archbiſhop Craumer, BiſhopRzdey, 


| Biſhop Latimer, Biſhop Hooper ; and all the Venerable } 
Compilers of our Liturgy and Homilies : All the Mem- 
bers of both the Houſes of Convocation, by whom 


they were reviſed and approved: Yea, King Edward, 


and all his Lords and Commons together; by whole | 


Authority they were eſtabliſhed! And, with theſe 


Modern Enthuſiaſts, Origen, Chryſoſtom and Athanaſi 15 
are comprehended in the ſame Cenſure 


1 grant, a Deiſt might rank both us and them, in 


0 the Number of Religious Madmen : Nay, ought ſo to 
do, on 2s Suppofition, That the Goſpel is but a Can ÞF 
 nunedy -deviſed Fable. And on this Ground, ſome of. 
them have done ſo in Fact. One of them was ask- 
ing me, ſeveral Years fince, © What are yoz one of 
t he Rnight-Errants ? How, I pray, got this Quixo- 
tim into your Head? You want nothing: you have a 
good Proviſion for Life; and are in a fair Way of 


Preferment ; and muſt you leave all, to fight Wind- 
mills ; To convert Savages in America! 2” I cou'd only 


- reply, Sir, if the Bible is a Lie, I am as very a 

Madman as you can conceive. But if it be true, I 
Iam in my Senſes. I am neither Madman nor Eu- 5 

. thuflaſt. For there is no Man who hath left Father, or 
Mother, or Wife, or Houſe, or Land for the Gopel”s 1 
Vale; But he ſhall receive an hundred fold, in this | 

World, with Perſecutions, and in the N. orld to come, 

| Eternal Life, _— 
Nominal, Outſide Chriſtians too, Men of F orm, — 
may pats the ſame Judgment. For we ve up. all. 1 


® Fohn x xiv. 16 OY xvi. FANG v Rom. viii, 155 16. 
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our Pretenſions to what they account Happineſs, for 


what they (with the Deiſts) believe to be a mere 5 


Dream. We expect, therefore, to paſs for Enthuſi- 
aſts with theſe allo. But Wiſdom is juſtified of all ben 
Children. 


32. I cannot conclude this Head without one dowd 


| ous Remark. Suppoſe we really were Enthufiafts's 
ſuppoſe our Doctrines were falſe and unſupported either 


by Reaſon, Scripture or Authority : Then, why hath. 


-not ſome one, who is a Wiſe Man, and inducd woith.. 

| Knowledge among you, attempted, at leaſt, to ſhew us 

our Fault zz Love and Meeknejs of Wiſdom ? Brethren, 
I ye hawe bitter Zeal in your Hearts, your VV. 72 

deſcendeth not from above. The Wiſdem that is from 


above, is pure, peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be intreated, 


Full of Mercy or Pity, Does this Spirit appear in one 


Single Tract, of all thoſe which have been publiſhed 
_. againſt us? Is there one Writer that has reproved us 
in Love? Bring it to a ſingle Point. Lowe hopeth all 
Things. If you had loved us in any Degree, you 
Vould have hopes, that Gop wou'd ſome Time give 
us the Knowledge of his Truth. But where ſhall we 
find even this ſlender Inſtance of Love? Has not 
every one who has wrote at all (I do not remember ſo 
much as one Exception) treated us as Incorrigible? 
Brethren, how is this? Why do ye labour to teach 
us an Evil Leſſon againſt yourſelves? O may Gov. 
never N others to deal with you, as ye Rave: COND 


with " & | | | 44 


VT. Police: H enter upon the Confidrarion vf 


_ thoſe Objeions, which have been made to the Man- 
ner of our Preaching, 1 believe it may be fatisfactory 
to ſome Readers if 1 relate how 1 began t to 1 
in this Manner. 5 | 
Il was ordain'd Deacon in 1926; and: Prieſt, in the 
Vear following. But it was many Vears after this, 
before I was convinced of the Great Truths above 
| recited, - During all that Time I was utterly ignor 1 
of the Nature and Condition of Fuſtification. Some- _ 5 
times I confounded it with Sanctification (particularly 
: won 1 was in Georgia.) At other Times J had ſome 
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confuſed Notion about the Forgiveneſs of Sins: But 
then I took it for granted, the Time of this muſt be, 


either the Hour of Death, or the Day of Judgment.” 

I was equally ignorant of the Nature of Sawing 
Faith; apprehending it to mean no more, than a 
« Firm Aﬀent to all the Propoſitions contain di in the 0 


Old and New Teſtament. 


2. As ſoon as, by the great Bleſſing of Gov, I had 


a clearer View of theſe T hings, I began to declare 
| them to others alſo. I believ'd, and therefore T ſpake. 


Where-ever I was now defir'd to preach, Salvation : 
by Faith was my only Theme. My conſtant Sub- 


jects were, Believe in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou 
Halt be ſaved. Him hath GOD exalted to be a Prince 


and a Saviour, to give Repentance and Ren:iſſion of Sins. 
«Theſe I explain'd and inforced with all my Might, 
both in every Church where I was ask'd to preach, 


and occaſionally in the Religious Societies of London and 
FWeftminfter ; to ſome or other of which I was conti- 


_ _nually preſs'd t to go, by the Stewards or other Mem- = 
ders of them. — 


Things were in this Poſture, how I was told, 6c 1 g 


muſt preach no more in this, and this, and another 
Church: The Reaſon was uſually added without re- 


ferve, © Becauſe you preach ſuch Doctrine.“ So much 


the more thoſe who cou'd not hear me there, flockd | 
together when I was at any of the Societies: where 
I ſpoke more or leſs, tho with much Inconyenience, 
a 7 as many as the Room I was in would contain. 


3. But after a Time, finding thoſe Rooms could not 


4 contain a Tenth Part of the People that were earneſt » 
to hear, I determin'd to do the ſame Thing in Eng- 
land, which I had often done in a warmer Climate: 
_. Namely, when the Houſe would not contain the Con- 


gregation, to preach in the open Air. This I accord- | 


ing) did, firſt at Briſol, where the Society-Rooms 1 
were excecding ſmall, and at Kingswoed, where we | 
had no Room at all; afterwards in or near London. 


And I cannot ſay, I have ever ſeen. a more awful 


5 sight, than when on Ro/e Green, or the Top of Han- 
dam Mount, ſome Thouſands. of People were calmly- 
E cid together 1 in \ ſolemn waiting Na Gop, while 


Co hex Fj ! 


Th... 


Ln , 
% They ſtood and under open Air adored 
The Gop who made both Air, Earth, Heaven and 


. S e 


And whether they were liſtning to his Word, 
with Attention ſtill as Night; or were lifting up their 


Voice in Praiſe, as the Sound of many Waters; many 
- a Time have I been conſtrained to ſay in my Heart, 


How dreadful is this Place ! This alſo is no other than 


the Houſe of GOD ! This is the Gate of Heawen ! 


Be pleaſed to obſerve. 1. That I was forbidden, 


as by a general Conſent, to preach in any Church (tho? 
not by any judicial Sentence) “ for preaching ſuch Doc- 


trine.*”” This was the open, avowed Cauſe : There 
was at that Time no other, either real or pretended ; 


2. That had no Deſire or Deſign to preach in the 
open Air, till long after this Prohibition; 3. That wen 
I did, as it was no Matter of Choice, ſo neither of 

KF Premeditation. There was no Scheme at all previouſly 

formed, which was to be ſupported thereby; nor had 
I any other End in view than this, to fave as many Sous 
as I could. 4. Fie/&preaching was therefore a ſudden 
| ing rat a thing ſubmitted to, rather than choſen ; 
an 


therefore ſubmitted to, becauſe I thought preaching 


even thus, better than act preaching at all: Firſt, in re- 
' gard to my own Soul, becauſe a Diſpenſation of the 
' Goſpel being committed to me, I did not dare, Not to preach 
' the Goſpel 3 Secondly, in regard to the Souls of others, 
whom I every where ſaw, /eeking Death in the Error 
of their Life. 3% F- fa CL ao 3 1 
4. But the Author of he Ob/erwationg and of the 


Caſe of the Methodiſts briefly fiated, more particularly in 
the Point of Field-preaching, thinks Field-preaching 


| worſe than 20 preaching at all, © becauſe it is illegal. 
Voour Argument, in form, runs thus: 
= © That Preaching which is contrary to the Laws of 
the Land, is worſe than not preaching at al! 


| B at Field preaching 15 Contrary to the Laws 0 f the 


I berefore, it is worſe than not preaching at all,” 

he firſt Propoſition is not ſelf. evident, nor indeed 
uvniverſally true. For the Preaching of all the primi- 
iure Chhriſtians was contrary to the whole Tenor of the 


Rowan 
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Pond Laws ; the Worſhip of their Devil gods being 
eſtabliſhed by the ſtrongeſt Laws then in being. Nor 
is it ever true, but on Suppoſition, that the Preaching 
in queſtion is an indifferent Thing. | 

But waving this, I deny the ſecond Propoſition 3 ;I 


deny that Field-preaching | is contrary to the N of our 


Land. | 
To prove which, you begin thus, It does not ap- 
| pear, that any of the Preachers among the Methodiſts, 
have qualified themſelves and the Places of their aſ- 
ſembling, according to the Act of Toleration.” | 
I anſwer, 1. That Act grants Toleration to thoſe 
who 4i//ert from the eſtabliſhed Church. But we do 
not diffent from it. Therefore we cannot make uſe 
of that Act. 2. That Act exempts Diſſenters from 
Penalties conſequent on their Breach of preceding Laws. 
But we are not conſcious of breaking any Law at all. 
Therefore we need not make uſe of it. 
In the next Section you ſay, They have broken 
_ thro' all theſe Proviſions, in open Defiance of Govern- 
ment: And have met not only in Houſes, but in the 
Fields, notwithſtanding the Statute. (22 Car. II. c. 1.) 
which forbids this by Nome,” FTE . 
I anſwer, 1. We do nothing in Defanes of Gy 
ment. We reverence Magiſtrates, as the Miniſters of 
| Gop. 2. Altho* we have met in the Fie/ds, yet we 
do not conceive that Statute at all affects us: Not only, 
becauſe that Act points wholly at Di/enters ; whereas 
we are Members of the eſtabliſhed Church; but alſo 
becauſe (they are your own Words) it was evidently 
intended to ſuppreſs and prevent Sedition : Whereas no + 
Sedition, nor any the leaſt Approach. thereto, can with 
any Colour be laid to our Charge. li 
In your 3d Section you affirm, © That the AR of : 
Tooleration itſelf cannot ſecure us in Field-precching, 
from the Penalties of former Laws.“ We have no 
Deſire it ſhould ; as not apprehending ourſelves to be 
condemned by any former Law whatever. Nor does 


what you add, That the Act of Toleration forbids 


any Aſſembly of Perſons di//enting from the Church of 
En land, to meet with the Doors locked, ud affeR us at 
al 3 | becauſe we 1 not al ent irom it. 5 | 3 
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In the Caſe of the Methodi 2 briefly flated, your 


firſt Obſervation is, The Act of Toleration leaves 


them liable to the Penalties of ſeveral Statutes made ; 
againſt unlawful Afﬀemblies.” _ 
I ſuppoſe then theſe ſeveral Statutes ſpecify what 


| thoſeunls wful Aſſemblies are; and whether unlawful, as 
being condemned by Previous Laws, or made unlawful 1 


by thoſe Statutes. 
And it ſtill remains to be proved, that our Aſſem- 


YZ blies are unlawful, in one or other of theſe Senſes. 


You next obſerve, that, the Di/enters of all De- 


' nominations, qualify themſelves according to the Act 


of Toleration: Otherwiſe, they are liable to the Pe-.. 


nalties of all the Laws recited in this AR.” 


I anſwer, as before, all this ſtrikes wide. It relates 


| wholly to © Perſons diſenting from the Church,” But 
we are not the Men. We do not ent from the 
FF. Church. Whoever affirms it, we put him to the 


Proof. | 
You go on, « One of thoſe 1 8 ſo 18180 (wit, = 


22 Car. II. c. 1.) is that which forbids Field. preaching 


by Name; and was evidently intended, not only to 


uppreſi, but alſo to prevent Sedition. As the Title of 
the Ae e, and as the Preamble expreſſes it, to pro. 
Lie further and more ſpeedy Remedies againſt it. ” 
| _ Was this then, in your own Judgment, the evident 
* Intention of that AR, viz. To provide Remedies againſt 
| Sedition ? Does the very Title of the AR declare this? 
And the Preamble alſo expreſs it? With what Juſtice | 
then, with what Ingenuity or Candor, with what 
Shadow of Truth or Reaſon, can any Man cite this 
Act againſt us? Whom you yourſelf no more ſuſpe& of 
2 Deſign to raiſe Sedition (I appeal to your own Con- 
ſeience in the Sight of God) than of a Deſign to blow 
up the City of London. 


6. Hitherto therefore it hath not been 1 to ap- | 


5 pear, that Fzeld-preaching is contrary to any Law in 


being. However, “ It is Dangerous.” This you 


ſtrongly inſiſt on. It may be attended with miſchie- 


vous eee It may give Advantages to the 


Enemies of the eſtabliſhed n, It is bs with 


Miſchief,” 00 vations, Sect. J. and 1. 
| Wan 


© 
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With what Miſchief? Why, „ evil-minded Men, 
by meeting together in ih Fields, under Pretence of Re- 
ligion, may raiſe Riots and Tumults; or by meeting 
fecretly, may carry on private Cabals againſt the State.“ 
(Caſe of the Methodiſts. p. 2.) . 55 
And if the Methoadiſts themſelves are a harmleſs 
and /oyal People, it is nothing to the Point in hand. 
For difloyal and ſeditious Perſons, may uſe ſuch an 
Opportunity of getting together, in order to execute 
any private Deſign. Mr. Whztefield ſays, 30, 50 or” 
dooco have attended his preaching at once. Now, 1. 
He cannot know one tenth Part of ſuch a Congregation. 
2. All People may come and carry on what Deſigns 
they will: Therefore 3. This is a great Opportuaity . 
put into the Hands of ſeditious Perſons to raiſe Diſtur= 
bances.* Dr Sr 7 Ou 
With what Safety to the Publick theſe Field- 
Preachings may be continued, let the World judge.“ 
JJ PT rg OO 5 
May I ſpeak without Offence? I cannot think you 
are in enrneſt. You do not mean what you ſay. Do 
you believe, Mr. Whitefield had eighty Thouſand Hearers 
at once? No more than you believe he had eighty 
Millions. Is not all this talk of Danger, mere Fipeſſe? 
Thrown in purely 2d movendam invidiam ? You know 
Governments generally are ſuſpicious ; eſpecially in 
Time in War: And therefore apply, as you ſuppoſe, 
to their weak Side; in hopes, if poſſible, to deliver 
_ over theſe Hereticks to the ſecular Arm. However, I 
Will anſwer, 4 VF you ſpoke from your Heart. For I 
am in earneſt, if you-are not. 
Firſt, The Preacher cannot know a tenth Part of 
his Congregation.” Let us come to the preſent State 
of Things. The largeſt Congregation that 20 attend 
the preaching of any Methodi/t, are thoſe (Gop be 


merciful to me!) that attend mine. And cannot I | 


5 know a tenth Part of one of theſe Congregations, | 1 
= either at Briſtol, King, Neavcaſele or Tenn 
As ſtrange as it may ſeem, I generally know two Thirds 


bol the Congregation in every Place even on Sunday : 


Evening, and nine in ten of thoſe who attend at molt 
other Times. 2. All People may come and carry. 


2 
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on what Deſigns they will.” Not fo. All Field. 


preaching is now in the open Day. And were only 


ten Perſons, to come to ſuch an Aſſembly with Arms, 
it would ſoon be inquired, with -what Deſign they 


came. This is therefore, 3. No ** great Opportunity . 
put into the Hands of ſeditious Perſons to raiſe Di- 


tturbances.” And if ever any Diſturbance has been 


raiſed, it was quite of another Kind. 


The Publick then is entirely ſafe, if it be in no 
bother Danger than ariſes from Fiel: preaching. 


7. There is one other Sentence belonging to this 


Head, in the eighth Section of the Obſervations. * The 
religious Societies, you ſay, in London and Weſtminſter, 


for many Years paſt, have received no Diſcourage= 


ments, but on the contrary have been countenanced 
and incouraged both by the Biſhops and Clergy.” 


How is this? Have zhey then “ qualified themſelves 
and the Places of their aſſembling, according to the 


EA of Toleration ?” Have they © embraced the Pro- 


tection which that Act might give them, in caſe they 
complied with the Conditions of it?“ If not, are they 


not all © liable to the Penalties of the ſeveral Statutes 


made before that Time againſt Unlawful Aſſemblies?ꝰ 


low can they eſcape ? Have they “ qualified them- 


ſelves for holding theſe ſeparate Aſſemblies, according 


to the Tenor of that Act? Have then the ſeveral 
Members thereof taken the Oaths to the Govern- 
ment?” And are the Doors of the Places wherein 


they meet, always open at the Time of ſuch Meet- 


ing?“ I preſume, you know they are not; and that 
neither“ the Perſons nor Places are ſo qualified as that 
Act directs. . n 


How then come ** the Biſhops and Clergy, to coun- 


F 7zenance and encourage” Unlawful Aﬀemblies ? If it be 

ky ſaid, © They meet in a private, inoffenſive Way ;” 

that is nothing to the Point in Hand. If thoſe Meet- 

' ings are Urlawfil in themſelves, all their Inoffenſive- 
neſs will not make them lawful. O, but they be- 


have with Modeſty and Decency.” Very well; but 


the Law ! What is that to the Law? There can be 
no ſolid Defence but this: They are not Di/enters 
\ from the Church; therefore they cannot w/e, and they 


do 
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do not need the Aft of Toleration. And their Meet- 
ings are not Seditious ; Therefore the Statute — : 


Seditious Meetings does not affect them. 


The Application is obvious. If our Meetings are 
Illegal, ſo are Theirs alſo. But if This Plea be 
a Good (as doubtleſs it is) in the one Caſe, it is Good 


in the other alſo. 


9. You propoſe Another Objection to our A of 0 
Preaching, in the Second Part of the Ohler vations. 
The * of it I will repeat, and anſwer as brief. | 


ly as I can. 


They run up and down from Place to Place, 
that is, hey preach in 
feveral Places. This is undoubtediy true. They 
draw after them confuſed Multitudes of People:“ that 


. 


and from County to County: 


is, Many come to hear them.” This is true alſo. 


„But they would do well to remember, Gop is not 

the Author of Confuft ton or of Tumult, but of Peace,” I 
truſt we do; Nor 1s there any Conf fron or Tumult at 
all, in our largeſt Congregation : Unleſs at fome rare 
Times when Sons of Belial mix therewith, on pur- 


poſe to diſturb the peaceable Worlhippers of Gov. 


But our Church has provided againſt this preach- 
ing up and down, in the Ordination of a Prieſt, by ex- 


preſsly limiting the Exerciſe of the Powers then con- 


fer'd upon him, to e Congregation Where he all F 


be lawfully appointed thereunto. 


I anſwer, 1. Your Argument proves too much. 1f 5 
it be allow'd juſt as you propoſe it, it proves, That no 
Prieſt has Authority, either to preach or miniſter the 


the Sacraments, in any other than his own Congrega- 
tion. 


7 Limitation was never heard of. I heard not one Syl- 


_ able of 1 it, I Way of Objection, to * preaching - 
N 1 | GT, Pp 5 


N Had the Powe coaf's Lane fo Vimited whos 1 
was ordain'd Prieſt, my Ordination would have figni- _ 
_ fied juſt nothing. For I was not appointed to any Con- 
gregation at all : But was ordain'd as a Member of - 
that College of Divines,” (fo our Statutes expreſs it) 
founded to overturn all Hereſies, and defend the Ca- 35 
e tholic F | 
3. For many Years after I was dad Prieft, this 


"ie a” ———ppf.̃7˙..—q＋r »A. ̃%˙ ;.. 
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up and down, in 1 Oxford or London, or the Parts adja- 


cent, in Glouceſterſhire or Worceſterſhire ; in Lantafhire, 
Y ork/hire or Lincolnſhire. Nor did the ſtricteſt Diſcipli- 
plinarian ſcruple ſuffering me to exerciſe thoſe Fowers 
wherever I came. 


4. And in fact, Is it not univerſally aflow'd, That . 


every Prieſt, as ſuch, has a Power, in Virtue of his 


Ordination, either to preach or to adminifter tke Sa- 


craments, in any Congregation, wherever the Rec- 
tor or Cuxate deſires his Aſſiſtance? Does not ey ry 
one then, ſee through this thin Pretence?d 


10. The Biſhops and Univerſities indeed have 
Power to grant Licences to tinerants. But the Church 


has provided in that Caſe ; They are not to preach in 
any, Church (Canon 50.) till they ſhew their Licence.“ 


The. Church has well provided in bat Caſe. But 
"what has That Caſe to do with the Caſe of Com- 


mon Clergy-men? Only ſo much as to ſhew, how groſsly 
this Canon has been abuſed, at Hington in particular: 


where the Churchwardens were inſtructed to hinder, 
by main Force, the Prieſt whom the Vicar himſelf had 


, appointed, from preaching, and to quote this Canon ; 


which, as you plainly thew, e to quite Ather 


Thing. 


In the Note you add, „ Mr. V% being ack'd, | 
By what Authority he preached, replied, By the Au- 
thority of Jeſus Chriſt, convey'd to me by the (now). 


Archbiſhop of ee e -y, when he laid his Hands 


upon me and ſaid, Take thou Authority to preach the 


Goſpel. In this Reply he thought fit, for a plain 


Reaſon, to leave out this latte, Part of the Commiſ- 


ſion: for that would have ſhewn his Reader, the Re- 


 ftreint and Limitation, under which the Exertiſe of 


the Power is granted. 5 Nay, I did not print the lat- 


ter Part of the Words, for a plainer Reaſon, becauſe 
II did not peat them. And I did not ſpeak them then, 


becauſe they did not come into my Mind. Tho' 


probably if they had, I ſhould not have ſpoken them: | 
t bein 0 my only Concern, to anſwer the Queſtion | 


propoſe in as few Words as I cou'd. 


But before thoſe Words, which you, FINDS to imply ; 
ſuch a Reftraint, as — 1 gs condemn al the — 1 ; 
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and Clergy in the Nation, were thoſe ſpoken without 
any Reſtraint or Limitation at all, which I apprehend 


to convey an Indelible Character, © Receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, for the Office and Work of a Prieſt in the 
Church of Gop, now committed unto thee, by the 


Ampoſition of our Hands. Whoſe Sins thou doſt for- 
give, they are forgiven, and whoſe Sins thou doſt re- 

| tain, they are retained. And be thou a faithful Diſ- 
penſer of the Word of Gop, and of his Holy Sacra- 
ments, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
- and of the Holy Gel. k; 


Vou proceed, In the fame Journal he declares, 
That he looks upon all the Workd as his Pariſh, 


and explains his Meaning as follows; “ In whatever 
Part of it I am, I judge it meet, right, and my 


bluounden Duty, to declare unto all that are willing 
to hear, the Glad Tidings of Salvation. This is the 


Work which I know Go p hath called me to.“ Name- 


ly, by the Laying on of the Hands of the * Preffytery : 
which directs me how to obey that General Command, 


awhile abe have Time, let us do Good unto all Men, 
11. You object farther, © That the Merhodifts do 
not obſerve the Rubrick before the Communion Service; 
Which directs, fo many as deſire to partake of the 


Holy Communion, to ſignify their Names to the Curate | 
the Day before.” What Curate deſires they ſhould ? Þ 
Whenever any Miniſter will give but one Week's Notice 


of this, I undertake, all that have any Relation to me, 
_ ſhall ſignify their Names within the Time appointed. 


\ You object alſo, that they break thro* the twenty 
eighth Canon, which requires, That if Strangers 
come often to any Church from other Pariſhes, they 


25 ſhould be remitted to their own Churches, there to 
receive the Communion with their Neighbours.“ 


But what if there be no Communion there? Then 


this Canon does not touch the Caſe, nor does any one 
break it, by coming to another Church purely becauſe 
there is no Communion at his own. e 


As to your next Advice, © To have a preater Re- 
gard to the Rules and Orders of the Church,” 7 canner, Þ 


for I now regard them, next to the Word of Gov, 


Be SR 5 : : : ; F: 
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And as to your Iaſt, To renounce Communion with the | u 


. | Church,” 


* 
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Church: A | lars not. Nay, but let them thruſt us out. 
We will not leave the Ship: If you ca/ out of it, 
then our Lord will take us up. 

'12. To the ſame Head may be ſired the ie Object ion 

ſome time urged, by a friendly and candid Man, vis. 

* That it was unlawful to uſe extemporary Prayer, be- 
cauſe there was a Canon againſt it.“ 

It was not quite clear to me, that the Canon he cited | 
was againſt extemporary Prayer. But ſuppoſing it were, 
my plain Anſwer would be, © That Canon I dare not 
obey : Becauſe the L1w of Man binds only ſo far, as 
it is conſiſtent with the Word of G0 p. 

The ſame Perſon objected, my not obering the 
Biſhops and Governors of the Church. I anſwer, [ 
both do and will obey them, in whatſoever I can with 
a clear Conſcience. So that there is no juſt Ground 
for that Charge, that I he either the Rules, or the 
Governors of the Church. I obey them in all things 


' Where I do not apprehend there is ſome particular 


Law of God to the contrary. Even in that Caſe, 1 
ſhew all the Deference I can; I endeavour to act as 
inoffenſively as poſſible: And am ready to ſubmit to 
any Penalty, which can by Law be inflicted upon me. 
Would to Gop every Miniſter and Member of The 
: Cavrch, were herein altogether as I am! © 


- > II; xt 3 conſidered the chief Objections that | 

have lately been urged againſt the Doærines I teach. 
The main Arguments brought againſt this Manner * 5 
Teaching, have been conſidered alſo. It remains, to 


examine the moſt current Objections, concerning 7 


E jFects of this Teaching. 
5 Many affirm, „That it does abundance of Mor; 
: that it has wy very bad Effects; inſomuch that if any 

Good at all has been done, yet it bears no ne 

to the Evil.” 

5 But come to Fetter + Fut then, vou are 5 
Diſturbers of the publick Peace.“ 
What, do we either teach or raiſe gedition ? Do we = 

| ſpeak Evil of the Ruler of our People? Or do we ftir 

them up againſt any of thoſe that are put in authority 
; under him? + Do. ve. FIT. or indirecly promote 
| | . 2 5 F * 
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Faction, Mutiny or Rebellion? J have not found any 
Wlan in his Senſes yet, that would affirm this. 

Hut it is plain, Peace is broke and Diſturbances 
do ariſe, in conſequence cf your Preaching.” I grant 
it. But what would you infer ? Have you never read 
tne Bible? Have you not read, that the Prince of 


Peace himſelf was, in dun Senſe, a Diſturber of the 


public Peace? Ven he came into Ter uſalem (Matt. xxi. 
Yo.) ol the City avas moved, (ion) ſhaken as with an 
Et xrthquake. And the Diſturbance aroſe higher and 


higher, till the awhole Multitude cried out together, = 


Away avith him, aavoy with him; crucify him, cracify , 
Bin; and Pilate gave Sentence, it ſhould be done. Such 
another Diſturber of the publick Peace, was that Src- 
len, even from the Time he began 4; ;ſouting abi the 
Libertines and Cyrenians, till the People fopped their 
Fare, and ran upon him with one Accord, and caſt him 
out of the City and floned him. Such Diſturbers of the 
Peace were all thoſe Ringleaders of the Sect of the 
Ae garenes, (commonly called Apoſeles) who wherever 
they came, turned the World upſide down, And above 
all the reſt, that Paul of Tar/us, who occaſioned fo 
much Diſturbance at Damaſcus, (Acts ix.) at Antioch 
of Piſidia (c. xiii.) at Tonium (e. xiv ) at Lyſtra (v.19) 
at Philippi (c. xvi.) at Thefſalonica (e. xvii.) and par- 
ticularly at Epheſus, The Conſequence of his pre:ch- 
ing there was, That the whole City avas filled wvith 
Cor Inf? fron. And they all ran together with one Accord, 


ſome crying one Thing, ſome another Inaſmuch as the 
greater Part & them knew nat auler fort they Were come 


5 together... : f 
| "And can we expect it to be : eny otherwiſe now? 
| Alco: what abe preach is the Goſpel of Peace, yet 
if you will violently and illegally hinder our Preach- 
ing, muſt not this create Diſturbance ? But obſerve, | 
the Diſturbance begins on your Part. All is Peace, 5 


till you raiſe that Diſturbance. And then you very I | 


: modeftly impute it to , and hy your o Riot at 


our Door! 
But of all this, « our - Tad had told us be Think 


root that J am come to ſend Peace upon Earth : That 


this will be che immediate F feet, wherever my 
5 | Goſpet 
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Goſpel i is preached with Power. I am not come to font 

Peace, but a Sword: This (fo far as the Wiſdom of 
Soy permits, by whom the Hair; of your Head are 

all numbred) will be the firſt Conſequence of my com- 

ing, whenever my Word turns Sinners from ONE 

to Light, from the Power of Satan unto Gov. 


I would wiſhall you who ſee this Scripture fulfilled, | 
by Diſturbance following the Preaching the Goſpel, to 
remember the Behaviour of that wiſe Magiſtrate at 
Epheſus on the like Occaſion. He did not lay the Di- 


Rurbance to the Preacher's Charge, but beckoned to the 
Multitude and ſaid, ye Men of Epheſus — Ye ought to be 


quiet, and to do nothing raſply. For ye hade brought 


theſe Men, who are neither Robbers of Temples, nor yet 
Blaſphemers of your Goddeſs : (Not convicted of any ſuch 


- notorious Crime, as can at all 8 this lawleſs Violence.) 
But if Demetrius hath a Matter againſt any, the Law 


is open, aud there are Deputies (or Proconſuls, capable 
of n and deciding the Cauſe) let them implead one 


another. But if ye enquire any. thing concerning other 


a Things, it ſhall be determined in a lawful Aſſembly. 
* But you create Diviſions in private Families.” 


Accidentally, we do. For inſtance, ſuppoſe an entire 
Family to have the Form but not the Power of 


Godlineſs; or to have neither the Form nor the 
Power; in either Caſe, they may in ſome Sort agree 
together. But ſuppoſe, when theſe hear the' plain 


Word of Gov, one or two of them are convinced. 
* This is the Truth. And I have been all this Time 
in the broad Way that leadeth to Deſtruction:“ Theſe 
then will begin to mourn after Gop ; while the reit 
remain as they were. Will they not therefore of con- 
ſequence divide, and form themſelves into ſeparite | 
Parties? Muſt it not be ſo, in the very Nature oft 
Things ? And how exactly does this agree with the 
Words of our Lord? Suppoſe ye that I came to feat 


Peace upon Earth? I tell you nan: but rather Di viſcome. 


For from henceforth there fall 25 ve divided in ove 


Houſe, three againſt two, and two againſt three. T, of 


Father ſhall be divided againſt the Son, and the Son ogain't _ 
the Father: The Mother againſt her Daughter, and tle _ 


7 Cone. againſt the Mother. Hl 5 e Mother in liWw againſs 
En the 
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the Daughter in I.ww and the Daughter 711 lay, again}? 
| the Mother in law. (Luke x11. 51, 52,53.) Aud the 
Fes of a Mar, ſhall be they * his own Porfiolld (Matt. *. 
36.) 

Thus it was from the very Beginning. For is it to 
be ſuppoſed, that a Heathen Parent, would long en- 

dure a Chriſtian Child? Or that a Heathen Huſband 
would. agree with a Chriflian Wife? Unleſs either the 
_ believing Wife could gain her Huſband ; or the un- 
believing Huſband prevailed on the Wife to renounce 
ter Hay of worſhipping Gop : At leaſt, unleſs ſhe 
would obey him in going no more to thoſe Societies. 
or Conventicles, Gate as they termed the Chriſtian 5 


fed Aſſemblies. 


Do you think now, I have an Eve to your Caſe ? 
Doubtlefs I have; ff I do not fight as one that beat- 
eth the Air. Why have not I a Right to hinder my 
own Wife or Child, from going to a Conventicle ? And 
is it not the Duty of Wives to obey their Huſbands ? 
And of Children to obey their Parents?“ Only ſet the 
Caſe ſeventeen hundred Vears back, and your Own 
Conſcience gives you the Anſwer, W. hat would St. Po. 
| have ſaid to one w hoſe Huſband forbad her, to follow 
{is May any more? What Direction would our Saviour 
have given to him whole Father enjoined him, not to 
hear. che Goſpel : ? His Wa:ds are extant ſtill, He that. 
I Father an Mother more then me, is not worthy of” 

Aud he that lewveth Son or Daughter more thin ine, 
2. mot au5r tiny of me. Matt. x. 37, 38.) Nay more, 
tf any Man cometh te me, end hoteth not (in compariſon 
of me) his Father and Mather and Wife and Children, 
nec and bis on. L . he cannot be my Dife Ne. . 
xiv; 26:)--. 
O, but this is not a 8 Caſe. For they were 
| Heathou ; but I am a Ch iſtian. A Chriſtian I Are 


you ſo ? Po you underſtand the Word? Do you know. "| 


what a Chriſtian is? If you are a Chriſtian, you have 
the Mind that was in Chriſt ; and you ſo walk as he 

allo walked. You are Holy as he is Holy both in 
Heart, and in all manner of Converſation. Have you 
then the Mind. that was in Chriſt ? And do you walk 
© As: Chrict walked * Are 208 inwardly. and outwardly 


Holy t. 
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Holy? T fear, not even outwardly. No; you live i in 
known Sin. Alas! How then are you a Chriſtian ? 


What a Railer, a Chriſtian? A Common-ſwearer, a 


Chriſtian ? A Sabbath-breaker, a Chriſtian ? A Drun- 


kard or Whoremonger, a Chriſtian | Thou art a Hea- 


then barefaced ; the Wrath of Gop is on thy Head, 


and the Curſe of Gon upon thy Back. 'Thy Damna- 


tion ſlumbereth not. By reaſon of ſuch Chriſtians it is, 


that the Holy Name of Chritt is blaſphemed.. Such as 


thou they are, that cauſe the very Savages in the Ia- 
dian Woods to cry out, © Chriſtian much drunk, Chri- 


tian beat Men, Chriftian tell Lies, Devil-Chy *flian., 2 


Me no Chr iſtian.“ 


And ſo-thou wilt direct thy Wife and Children | in the 
Way of Salvation ! — Woe unto. thee, thou Devil- 
Chriſtian! Woe unto thee, thou blind Leader of the 


Blind! What wilt thou make them? Two fold more 


the Children of. Hell than. thyſelf ? — Be aſhamed. 

: Bluſh, if thou canſt bluſh, Hide thy Face. Lay thee 

in the Duſt. Out of the Deep cry unto Gop, if haply 
| he may hear thy Voice, Inſtantly ſmite upon thy 

Breaſt, Who knoweth but Gop may take thee out of. 


the Belly of Hell? | 


Rut you are not one of theſe. You fear Gop, and 
labour to have a Conſcience void of Offence. And it 
is from a Principle of Conſcience, that you reſtrain. your 
Wife or Children from hearing falſe Doctrine.“ But how. 

do you know it is falſe Doctrine? Have you heard for 


yourſelf ? Or, if you have not heard, have you carefully 


read what we have occaſionally anſwered for ourſelves ?- 
A Man of Conſcience cannot condemn any one un- 


heard. This is not Common Humanity. Nor will 


he refrain from hearing what may be the Truth, for 
no better Reaſon than Fear of his Reputation. Pray 


obſerve. 1 do not fay, every Man (or any Man) is 
_ obliged in Conſcience to hear us. But I do ſay, every 


Man in Englund who condemns us, is obliged to hear 
us firſt, "This is only common Jaſtice, ſuch as is not 
denied to a Thief or a Murderer. Take your choice 

therefore. Either hear us, or condemn us not. 1 | 


: * —— — at all, or hear before you * 


rr 
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But ſuppoſe you have both read and heard more 


than you liked? did you read and hear fairly? Was 
not you loaden with Prejudice? Did you not read or 
hear, expecting no Good; perhaps de/iring to find fault? 
If fo, what wonder you judge as you do? What a poor 
Mock-trial is this? You had decided the Cauſe in your 
own Breaſt, before you heard one Word of the Evi- 
_ dence. And ftill do you talk of acting out of Con- 
 Tcience ? Yea, a Conſcience void of Offence ? 


We will put the Caſe farther yet. Suppoſe your 


1 Cenſure was juſt, and this was actually falſe Doctrine. 
Still every one muſt give an Account of himſelf to 
Gop : and you cannot force the Conſcience of any one. 

Vou cannot compe/ another, to ſee as you ſee. You 
- ought not to attempt it. Reafon and Perſuaſion are 
the only Weapons you ought to uſe, even toward your 


own Wife and Children. Nay, and it 1s impoſlible to 


farve them into Conviction, or to beat even Truth 

into their Head. You may defiroy them, in this way, 

but cannot convert them. Remember what our own 4 
f Poet has Rd, 


2 « By Fo orce - Beaſts act ed are by Force refraind 
The human Mind by gentle Means is gain'd. 
Thou canſt not take, what I refuſe to yield: - 
Nor reap the Harveſt, tho? thou {poll the Field.” 425 


© Every reaſonable Men i is convinced of this. And 


perhaps you do not concern yourſelf ſo much about 


the Doctrine, but the Miſchief that is done. How | 
many poor Famalies are ſtarved, ruin'd, brovght to 

| Beggary !'* By what? Not by contributing a Penny a 
Week (the uſual Contribution in our Societie:) and 

letting that alone, when they pleaſe, when there is an 
Shadow of Reaſon to ſuppoſe they cannot afford it. 
re You will not fay, any are brought to Beggary by * 
this — Not by Gifts to me: For I receive none; | 

fave (ſometimes) the Food I eat. And Publick Collecti- I 
ons are nothing to me. That it may evidently appear 
they are not, when any ſach Collection is made, to 
cCloath the Poor, or for any other determinate Purpoſe, 

_ the Money 1 is both received aud Expended before many 


e 
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5 Witneſſes, without ever going thro' my Hands at all. 


And then likewiſe all poſſible Regard is had, to the 
Circumſtances of thoſe who contribute any thing. And 


they are told over and over, F there be a willing Mind, 
it is accepted according to that a Man hath, © 


But where are all theſe Families that have been | 


brought to Beggary ? How is it, that none of them is 
forthcoming ? Are they all, our of Town ? Then indeed 
Tam in no Danger of clearing myſelf from their In- 
diictment. It is the eaſieſt thing of a thouſand, for one 
at Nexwce/tle to ſay, that J have beggar'd him and all 


his Kindred, If one of the long-bearded Men on Tyne- 
Bridge, were to ſay fo juſt now, I could not readily 
confute him. But why will you not bring a few of 

theſe to tell me ſo to my Face? I have not found one 

that would do this yet. They pray, you would have 


them excuſed, 


I remember a Man coming to me with a doleful 
Countenance, putting himſelf into many lamentable 


Poſtures, gaping as wide as he could, and pointing to his 


Mouth, as who would ſay, © he could not ſpeak.” 
I enquired of his Companion, what was the matter? 
And was informed, “ he had fallen into the Hands of 
the Turks, who had uſed him in a barbarous Manner, 
and cut out his Tongue by the Roots.“ I believed him, 
But when the Man had had a chearful Cup, he could 
find his Tongue as well as another. I reflected, How 
is it that T could fo readily believe that Tale? The 
Anſwer was eaſy, 5 Becauſe it was told of a Turk," 
My Friend, take Knowledge of your own Caſe. If 


you had not firſt took me for a Turk, or ſomething 


equally bad, you could not ſo readily, have believed 


that Tale! 


7.“ But can it be, that there is no ground at all 
for a Report, which is in every ones Mouth?“ I will 


_ ſimply tell you, all the Ground which I can conceive. 


II believe many of thoſe who attend on my Miniſtry, 
| have leſs of this World's Goods than they had before, 

br at leaſt, might have had, if they did not attend it. 
This Fact I allow; and it may be eaſily accounted for, 


Fir, 


in one or other of the following Ways. 


ET (94) : 
Firſt, I frequently preach on ſuch Texts as theſe : 
Having Food and Raymeit, let us be content therewith. 
They who defire to be 1ich, fall into Temptation and a 
Snare, and many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, which drown. 
Men in Deftrution and Perdition. Lay not up for your- _ 
ſelwes Treaſures upon Earth, where the Ruſt and Moth 
doth corrupt, and where Thieves break thro" and ſteal. 
But lay up for yourſelves Treaſures in Heaven, where 
neither Ruſt nor Moth doth corrupt, and where Thieves 

a not Break thro” and feat. i uni inns 
Now ſhould any of thoſe who are labouring by all 
_ poſſible Means, 0 lay ub Treaſure upon Earth, feel theſe 


Words, they would not #»/arge their Deſires as Hell; 


but be content with ſuch things as they had. They then 
probably might not heap up ſo much for their Heirs, _ 
as otherwiſe they would have done. Theſe would 
therefore hawe leſs than if they had not heard me ; Be- 
-..caule they Would grad at Zeb, 
Secondly, wherever the Goſpel takes effect, he 


Does of a Man will be thoſe of bis own Houſhold. By | 


this Means then ſome who hear and receive it with Joy, 
Will be poorer than they were before. Their Domeſ- 
tic Foes will, in many Caſes, hinder, embroil, and 


diſturb the Courſe of their Aﬀairs. And their Rela- 


_ ious, who aſſiſted them before, or promiſed at leaſt 
ſo to do, will probably withdraw or deny that Aſ- 
ſiſtance, unleſs they will be adviſed by them. Perhaps 
their neareſt Relations: It being no new Thing, for 
Parents to diſown their Children, if after the Way 
 _ awhich they call Hereſy, thefe awarſhip the GOD of their 
Fathers. Hence therefore ſome hawe /eſs, of this 
World's Goods than they had in Times paſt, either 
becauſe they earn /e/5, or becauſe they receive leſi from 
them on whom they depend 
Thirdly, It is written, that He who received not 
the Mark of the Beaſt, either on their Fore-heads, or in 
Their Right-Hands, either openly or ſecretly, were not 
permitted to buy or /ell any more. Now whatever the 


_ Myſtery contain'd herein may be, I apprehend the 


plain Mark of the Beaſt is Wickedneſs ; Inward and 


| Outward Unholineſs, whatever is ſecretly or openly con- 


trary to Juſtice, Mercy or Truth, And certain it is, 


: 
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the Time is well nigh come, when thoſe who have not 
this Mark, can neither buy nor ſell, can ſcarce follow 
any Profeſſion, fo as to gain a Subſiſtance thereby. | 
Therefore, many of thoſe who attend on my Miniflry, 'F 
are by this Means poorer than before. They will 
not receive the Mark of the Beaſt, either on their 
"Forehead or in their Hand: Or if they had received 
it before, they rid themſelves: of it as ſoon as poſſible. 
Some cannot follow their former Way of Life at all; (as 
: Pawnbrokers, Smugglers, Buyers or Sellers of Uncuſ- 
tom'd Goods.) Others cannot follow it as they did be- 
fore. For they cannot oppreſs, cheat or defraud their 
| Neighbour : They cannot lie, or ſay what they do 
not mean; they - now ſpeak the Truth from their 


Heart. On all: theſe Accounts, they have /e/5 of this 4 
World's Goods; becauſe they gain /e/5 than they did - 
Zz. et Tf Ag us | 
PFourthly, All that will live godly in Chriſt Jaſus ö 
' ſhall ſuſter Perſecution: If in no other Way, yet at 1 


leaſt in this, that Men avill by Rewiling per ſecute them; 
and ſay all Manner of Evil againſt them falfly, for his 
| Sake, One unavoidable Effect of this will be, that 
Men whoſe: Subſiſtence depends on their daily Labour, 
will be often in Want, for few will care to employ + 
thoſe of ſo bad a Characten. And even thoſe who 
did employ. them before, perhaps for many Years, 
will.employ- them no more; ſo that hereby ſome may _ 
-- indeed pe brought to Beggary.. 2 ui oe 
8. What does this touch you Are you one of thoſe, 
„ who will have nothing to do with thoſe ſcandalous 
Wretches? Perhaps you will ſay, And who can 
blame me for it: May I not employ whom I pleaſe ?” _ 
We will weigh this. You employ'd A. B. for ſeveral 
Vears. By your own Account, he was an honeſt, di- 
«js ligent Man. You had no Objection to him but his 
following %s Way, For this Reaſon you turn him off. 
Ina ſhort Time, having ſpent his little All, and hav- © { 
ing no Supply, he wants Bread. So does his Family {1 
1 


too as well as himſelf. Before he can get into other 
Buſineſs to procure it, thro' want of convenient Food 
to eat, and Rayment to put on, he ſickens and dies, 


ST 


a” 


— 


„ 
This is not an Imaginary Scene. I have known the 
Caſe; tho' too late to remedy it. 

„ And what then ?'* Why then you are a Murderer. 
O Earth, cover not thou his Blood! No, it doth not. 
The Cry thereof hath entered into the Ears of the Lord GOD 
„ Sabbaoth. And Gop requireth it at your Hands: and 
will require it in an Hour when you think not, For 

yon have as effectually murder'd that Man, as if you 
Had ſtabb'd him to the Heart. 
It is not I then who ruin and ſtarve that Family; 


- It is you 3 you Who call yourſelf a Proteſtant ! You 1 


who cry out againſt the Perſecuting Spirit of the Pa- 
piſts ! Ye Fools and blind! What are ye better than 


they? Why, Edmund Bonner would have ftarved the |} 
 Hereticks in Priſon : Whereas you Harde them in their | 


van Houſes. DO 


And all this Time you talle of Liberty of Conſq- = 


ence! Yes, Liberty for ſuch a Conſcience as your 
own: A Conſcience paſt feeling; (for ſure it had ſome 
once) a Conſcience ſear d avith a hot Iron, Liberty to 
ſerve the Devil, according to your poor, harden'd Con- 
- ſcience, you allow; But not Liberty to ſerve G p. 


|: Nay, and what Marvel? Whoſoever thou art that 1 


readeſt this, and feeleſt in thy Heart a Real Deſire 

to ſerve Gop, I warn thee, expect no Liberty for thy 
__ - Conſcience, from him that hath no Conſcience: at all. | 
All Ungodly, Unthankful, Unholy Men; all Villains 


of whatever Denomination, will have Liberty indeed 


all the World over, as long as their Maſter is God of 

this World, But expect not Liberty to worſhip Gop _ 
in Spirit and in Truth, to practiſe pure and unde- 
filed Religion (unleſs the Lord ſhould work a new _ 

Thing in the Earth) from any but thoſe who them 

- ſelves love and ferve Gn... = | 
9. However, 'tis plain, you make Men Idle. 
And this tends to beggar their Families.” This Ob- 
jection having been continually urg'd for ſome Years, 
1 will trace it from the Foundation 


Two or three Years after my Return from America, | 


one Captain Robert Williams of Briſtol, made Affidavit 


beſore the (then) Mayor of the City, That * it was a4 
common Report in Georgia, Mr. HYe/ley took People 
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off from! their Work and made them idle, by preaching 
fo much)! 
| The Fact flood thus: At my firſt coming o Hwa 
nab, the Generality of the People roſe at Seven or 


Eight i in the Morning. And that Part of them who 
were accuſtom'd to work, uſually work'd till Six in 
the Evening. A few of them ſometimes work'd till 
Seven; which is the Time of Sun. Set there at Mid- 


| ſummer. 


8 immediately began reading Prayers and expound- 
ing the Second Leſſon, both in the Morning and 
Evening. The Morning Service began at Five, and 

ended at, or before Six: The Evening Service began 


at Seven. 


| Now ſuppoſing all the Grown Perſons in the Town, 
had been preſent every Morning and Evening, would 
this have made them Idle? Would they hereby have a 


had 7%, or conſiderably more Time for avorking ? 


10. The ſame Rule I follow now, both at London, 
Briſtol and Newcaſtle upon Tyne : concluding the Ser- 


vice at every Place, Winter and Summer, before Six 


in the Morning: and not ordinarily beginning to preach, : 


till near Seven in the Evening. 
Now do you, who make this Objection, WY longer, 


throughout the Year, than from Six to Six? Do you 

deſire, that the Generality of People thou'd 2 Or, can 
pou count them Idle, that work fo Jong ? 

Some Few are indeed accuſtom'd to work longer. 

- Theſe I adviſe, not to come on Week-Days, And 
it is apparent, that they take this Advice, unleſs on 


ſome rare and extraordinary Occaſion. 


But I hope, none of you who turn them out of 


| their Employment, have the Confidence to talk of my 


mazking them idle! Do you (as the homely Phraſe is) 
cry Wh — firſt ? admire your Se but x not ori 


Modeſty. 


So far am I from euer cauſing 22 OT encgur roging Tdle- 


neſos, that an idle Perſon, known to be ſuch, is not 


3 ſuffer' d to remain in any of our Societies; we drive 

him out, as we wou'd a T hief or a Murderer. Fo 
ſhew all Poſkble De (as well. as Frugality) | 
{ Þ By 5 | 
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is one of our ſtanding Rules : And one, concerning 
the Obſervance of which, we continually | make the 
ſtricteſt Enquiry. | | 
II. But you drive them out of their Senſes, 
You make them mad.” Nay, then they are Idle with 
a Vengeance. This Objection therefore being of the 
utmoſt Importance, deſerves our deepeſt Conſideration. 
And firit, I grant, it is my earneſt Deſire to drive 0 
5 the World, into what you probably call Madneſs : 
mean, Inward Religion) To make them juſt as Alas : 
n Paul was when he was ſo accounted by Feſtus, _ 
The counting all Things on Earth but Lung and 
Droſs, ſo we may win Chriſt ; the trampling under 
Foot. all the Pleaſures of the World, the ſeeking no 
Treaſure but in Heaven; the having no Deſire of the 
Praiſe of Men, a Good Character, a fair Reputation; 
the being exceeding glad when Men revile us, and 


= perſecute us, and ſay all manner of Evil againſt us falſely ; | © 


the giving Gop Thanks when our Father and Mother 
forſake us, when we have neither Food to eat, nor Rai- 
ment to put on, nor a Friend but what ſhoots out bitter 
Words, nor a Place where to lay our Head : This is 


utter Diftration in er Account; but in Gop's it is 
ſober, rational Religion: The genuine Fruit, not of 


a dittemper'd Brain, not of a ſickly Imagination, but 
of the Poaver of Go i in the Heart, of victorious Loves 
and f a found Mint. | 
12. I grant, Secondly, I. is my ee our to drive 


all I can, into what you may term another Species of 


Madneſs, which is uſually preparatory to this, and which 
I term Repentance or Conviction. 
Il cannot deſcribe this better than a Writer. of our 
own has done. I will therefore tranſcribe his Words. 
When Men el in themſelves the heavy Burden | 
. of Sin, ſee Damnation to be the Reward of it, and be- 
hold with the Eye of their Mind the Horror of Hell 3---: 
they tremble, they quake and are inwardly. touched 


with Sorrowfulneſs of Heart, and cannot but accuſe | 
_ themſelves, and open their Grief unto Almighty Gov, Þ_ 
and call unto him for Mercy. This being done ſe- 


. riouy, en Mind 1 is fo occupied, partly with Sorrow 
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„ard Heavineſ, onrtly with an earneſt Defire to be de. 
livered from this Danger of Hell and Damnation, thay: 
all Deſire of Meat and Drink is laid apart, and Loath- 
ſomeneſs (or, Loathing) of all worldly Things and 
Pleaſure cometh in place. So that nothing then liketh 
them, more than to weep, to lament, to mourn, and 
boch with Words and Behaviour of Body to wy them- 

ſelves weary of Life.” 
Now what if your WI fo, or Daughter, or r Acqua; in- 
tance, after hearing one of theſe Field-preachers, iheud 
come and tell you, that they: ſry Domnation before 
them, and beheld auit the 1 of their Mend the Hor- 
ror of Hell? What if they | mould rremble and quake, 
and be fo taken up P TY Vorrow and Henwiness, 
partly avith as earne/? [:jire to be delivered from this 
Danger of Hell an- Duniaution, as to weep, te lament, 
to mourn, an! bu abi, Wards and Behowour to ſpew 
_ themſelves gur of ie: Wou'd you ſcruple to ſay, 
that they were fare a? That theſe Fellows had 
driven them out ef their Senſe: ? And that whatever 
Writer it was, that #4/#4 at 2is rate, he was er 
for Bealam than any other Place? 
| You have overſhot yourſelf now to ſos purpoſe. 
| Theſe are the very Words of our own Church. You 
may read them, if you are ſo inclined, in the firſt Part 
of the Homily on Fafting. And conſequently. what 
vou have peremptorily determin'd to be ere Lunacy 
and Diſtraction, is that Repentance unto Lf, which, 
in the judgment both of the Church and of St. Paul, 
is never to be repented of. 
13. I grant, Thirdly, That E etraordinary Sen 
ſtances have attended this Conviction in ſome Inſtan- 
ces. A particular Account of theſe I have frequently 


given. While the Word of Gop was preached, ſome 
Perſons have dropp'd down as dead; ſome have been, 


as it were, in ſtrong Convuliions ; ſome roar'd aloud, 
tho' not with an articulate Voice; and others ſpoke 

the Anguiſh of their Souls. | 
Ibis, I ſuppoſe, you believe to be perfect Mad- 
nmeſs. But it is eaſily accounted for, either on . 
5 ple of Reaſon or Scripture. _ 
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Vir, on Principles of Reaſon. For how eaſy 
It to ſuppoſe, that a ſtrong, lively and ſudden ri 


. henſton of the Heinouſneſs of Sin, the Wrath of God, 


and the bitter Pains of Eternal Death, ſhou'd affect 
the Body as well as the Soul, during the Preſent 
laws of Vital Union; ſhou'd interrupt or diſturb the 


ordinary CircFulations, and put Nature out of its 


Courſe? Yea, we may queſtion, whether while this 
Union fubſilts, it be poſſible for the Mind to be af- 


fected, in ſo violent a Degree, without ſome or other 
of thoſe Bodily Symptoms following? 


le is likewitc eaſy to account for theſe Things, on 


5 Principles of Scripture. For when we take a View 


of them in this Light, we are to add to the Conſide- 


ration of Natural Cauſes, the Agency of thoſe Spi-. 
' rits who flill excel in Strength, and as far as they 


have leave from Gop, will not fail to torment whom 
taey cannot deſtroy ; to tear thoſe that are coming to 


| Chriſt. It is alſo remarkable, that there is plain 
_ Seripture-Precedent of every Symptom which has late: 
ly appear'd. Se that we cannot allow even the Con- 
dcin attended with theſe to be Madneſs, with 
out giving up both Reaſon and Scripture, | 


14. 1 grant, Fourthly, That Touches of Extraua- 


gunce, bordering on Madneſs, may ſometime attend 
Severe Conviction, And this alſo is eaſy to be ac- 
counted for, by the preſent Laws of the Animal Oe- 
conomy. For we know, Fear or Grief, from a Tem- 
_ poral Cauſe, may occaſion a Fever and thereby a Pe- 
lirium. 


It is not range then that wi while under firon 


Impreſſions of Grief or Fear, from a Senſe of the 
| Wrath of Gop, ſhould for a Seaſon forget almoſt all 
Tuhings elſe, and ſcarce be able to anſwer a Common 


Queſtion : That ſome ſhou'd fancy they ſee the Flames 


of Hell, or the Devil and his Angels around them: 

Or that others, for a Space, ſhou'd be afraid, like 
Cain, avhoſoever meeteth me will lay me. All theſe, 

and whatever leſs common Effects may ſometimes ac _ 
company this Conviction, are eaſily known from tjge 
5 Natural N of Madneſs, were it only by this 


one 


(10 

one Circumſtance, that whenever the Perſon. convinced, 
taſtes the pardoning Love of God, they all vaniſh 
away in a Moment. | 


Laſtly, J have ſeen one Inſtance (I pray Gon 1 may 


ſee no more fuch !) of Real, Laſting Madneſs _ 
Two or Three Years ſince, I took one with me to 


.Briftol, who was under deep Convictions; but of as 

ſound an Underſtanding in all Reſpects, as ever he 
had been in his Life, I went a ſhort Journey, and 
When I came to Prifol again, found him really di- 
ſtracted. I enquired particularly, at what Time and 


Place, and in what Manner this Diſorder began? And 
J believe there are, at leaſt, Threefcore Witneſſes, 


alive, and ready to teſtify what fellows. When I 
went from Briſtol, he contracted an Acquaintance with 
-ſome.Perſons, who were not of the ſame Judgment 


with me. He was ſoon prejudiced againſt me: 
Quickly after, when our Society were met together 


in King5wood-Houſe, he began a vehement Invective 
both againſt my Perſon and Doctrines. In the Midit 
of this, he was ſtruck Raving Mad, And fo he con» 
tinued till his Friends put him into Bedlam ; and pro- 
bably, laid e Madneſs too to ny charge. 
15. J fear, there may alſo be ſome Inſtances of 


Real Madneſs, proceeding from a different Cauſe. 


| Suppoſe, for Inftance, a Perſon, hearing me, is 


| ſtrongly convinced, that a Liar cannot enter into the 


Kingdom of Heaven. He comes home, and relates 
this to his Parents or Friends, and appears to be very 
uneaſy. Theſe Good Chriſtians are diſturb'd at this, 

' and afraid he is running Mad too. T hey are reſolv'd, 
he ſhall never hear any of thoſe Fellows more; and 
keep to it in ſpite of all his Intreaties. They will 

not ſuffer him, when at home, to be alone, for fear 
he ſhould read or pray. And perhaps in a While they 
will conſtrain him, at leaſt by repeated Importunities, 
to do again the very Thing, for which he was con- 
vinced the Wrath of Gop cometh upon the Children 


What 
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What is che Event of this? Sometimes the Spirit of 
Gop is quenched and departs from him. Now 
you have carried the Point. The Man is ealy as 
ever, and fins on without any Remorie, But in other 
Initances, where thoſe Convictions ſink deep, and the 
Arrows of the Almighty ſtick Fait in the Soul, you will 
drive that Perſon into real ſettled Madneſs, before you 
can quench the Spirit of Gop. I am afraid, there have 
been ſeveral Inttances of this. You have forced the 
+ lan's Conſcience, till he is ſtark mad. But then, pray 
do not impute that Madneſs to me. Had you left him 
to my Direction, or rather to the Direction of the 
Spirit of Gop, he would have been filled with Love 


and a {ound Mind. But you have taken the Matter : 


out of Gop's Hand. And now you have brought 1 it to ; 
a fair Concluſion | 
16. How frequent this Caſe may be, I know not. 
But doubtleſs moſt of thoſe who make this Objection, 
of our driving Men mad, have never met with ſuch an 
Inſtance in their Lives. The common Cry is occaſion» 
| ed, either by thoſe who are convinced of Sin, or thoſe 
who are inwardly converted to Gop: Mere Madneſs 
both (as was obſerved before) to thoſe who are without 
_ Gop in the World, Yet J do not deny, but you may 
have ſeen one in Bedlam, who ſaid he had followed me. 
But obſerve, a Madman's ſaying this, is no Proof of 
the Fact: Nay, and if he really had, it ſhould be far- 
ther conſidered, that his being in Bedlam, is no ſure | 
Proof of his being mad. Witneſs the well-known Caſe 
of Mr. Periam ; and I doubt more ſuch are to be found, 
Vea, it is well if ſome have not been ſent thither, for 
no other Reaſon, but becauſe they followed ne: Their 
kind Relations either concluding, that they muſt be 
_ Ciſltrafted, before they could do this: Or perhaps 


hoping, chat Bedlam would make them mad, if it did 1 


not ind them ſo. 
17. And it muſt be owned, A 8 of dul | 


a fort, is as fit to cauſe as to cure Diſtraction. For what 


Scene of Diſtreſs is to be compared to it? To be ſe- 


Parated at once from all who are near and dear to you; 


to be cut t off from all reaſonable Cc onverſation, to be 


ſecluded : bs 
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ſeccluded from all Buſineſs, from all Reading, from 
every innocent Entertainment of the Mind, Which i. 
left to prey wholly upon itſelf, and Day and Night to 
pore over your Misfortunes : To be ſhut up Day by Day 
in a gloomy Cell, with only the Walls to employ your 
heavy Eyes, in the midſt either of melancholly 
Silence, or horrid Cries, Groans and Laughter in- 
termixt: To be forced by the main Strength of thoſe, 
Wo laugh at Human Nature and. Compaſſion,““ 
to take Drenches of nauſeous, perhaps torturmg Me- 
dicines, which yoa know you have no need of now, 
but know not how ſoon you may, poſſibly by the Ope- 
ration of theſe very Drugs on a weak or tender Contti- 
tution: Here is Diftreſs ! It is an aftoniſhing Thing, a 
Signal Proof of the Power of Gop, if any Creature Who 
has his Senſes when that Confinement begins, does not 
loſe them, before it is at an End! *V„ 
low muſt it heighten the Diftreſs, if ſuch a poor 
Wretch, being deeply convinced of Sin, and growing 
worſe and worſe (as he probably will, ſeeing there is 
no Medicine here for his Sickneis, no ſuch Phyſician as 
his Caſe requires) be ſoon placed among the {ncurables 
Can Imagination itſelf paint ſuch a Hell upon Earth? 
Where even Hope never comes, that comes to all !'* 
for what Remedy ? If a Man of Senſe and iJuma- 
nity, ſhould happen to vilit that Houſe of Woe, would 
he give the Hearing to a Mad-man's Tale ? Or if he 
did, would he credit it? “ Do we not know, might 
he ſay, how well any of theſe will talk in their lucid 
Intervals ?”” So that a thouſand to one he would con- 
cern himſelf no more about it, but leave the Weary to 
Wait for Reſt in the Grave ENG „ 


18. 1 have now anſwered moſt of the current Ob- 
jections, particularly ſuch as have appeared of Weight 

to religious or reaſonable Men. I have endeavoured 
to ſhew, Firit, That the Doctrines 1 teach are no other 
than the great 'I'ruths of the Goſpel. 2. That rho! - 
I teach them, not as I would, but as i can, yet it is in a 
Manger not contrary to Law: And Thirdly, That the 
Leds of thus Preaching the Goipel, have not been 
ich as was weakly or wiekedly reported: Thoſe Re- 
. 1 . * ; | ports 


a5 Þ 3 
ports being mere Artifices of the Devil, to hinder the 
Work of Gop. Wnoſoever therefore ye are, who 
look for Gop to revive bis Work in the Midſi of the 


. Years, cry aloud, that he may. finiſh it nevertheleſs, _ 
may cut z ſhort in Righteouſne)s. Cry to Meffiah the 
prince, that he may ſoon end tbe Tranſgreſſion, that he 
may /ift up his Standard upon Earth, ſending by whom 
he will ſend, and working his own Work, when he 
pleaſeth, and as he pleaſeth, till a/l the Kinareds of the 
People worſhip before him, avd the Earth be full of the 

Knowledge of the Glory of the Lore 


„„ EAEATUM - 
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act DEVOTION. 


E H OLD the Servant of the Loy F 
T wait Thy guiding Hand to feel, 
To Beat, and keep Thine every Word, 

I 0o prove, and do Thy perfect Will. 
* oyful From all my Works to ceaſe, 

— to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. 


2. Me if Thy Grace vouchſafe to uſe, 


Meaneſt of all Thy Creatures me, 
'The Deed, the Time, the Manner chuſe ; 5 
Let all my Fruit be found In, 
Let all my Works in Thee be wrought, 5 
B/ Thee to Fl Perfection ee. : 


: 3. Myer every Weak . G bod, Dent 


'errule, or change as ſeems Thee meet, 
JESUS, jet all the Work be Thine; _ 
Thy Work, OLoxo, is All- compleat, 
And pleaſing in Thy Father's Sight; 
Thou only haſt gone All "on nt. 


4. Bere chen to Thee Thine own I lng: 
| __ Mould as Thou wilt the paſſive Clay ; 
But let me all Thy Stamp receive, 
But let me all Thy Words obey, 
. Serve with a fingle Heart and Eye, 
And to * 7 live, and — 
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FE... To the Reverend Mr. Thomas Church. 
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Rev. dir, „ . 
Gixcr this was in the Preſs, I have ſeen your Re- 


marks upon my ff Journal. I will endeavour, as 
you deſire, attentively to conſider the Points therein vb 
jetted to me. In the mean time, I am, . 
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